
irIes Plains a|j 
R s modem 

oo\ , kl u 

L "' * 1J l.i.icj 
„| . 

H'lntf'Hnij.f,'.' 

"■n Ilf,; J • 

•vpuihk- .j, . . , 

'> humhjc np f| 
ljlK «l jnj ii UlJ 
l r»'? m n. 

• x,; 

l ” f'-umcj in-11- 
J nij.ni} . 
MaiKln-;.' ’ \ t . 
r ‘vd i.i liki.-.u, 1 ! 
w 1 t1 i iu.ni i.., 1 
■hi v ji'>* hi .mi . ; • 
lie i-1 

8 1 'lifo'. ,lr. nl .. 
.!i t.< in k- 
i 1 : 1 1 *• n. w r.._ • 
pi's?: ’I* V: ■ 


neix .i.oi l. 
>' — .i- i; i: . 

N; Ul’.l-. ,. j ‘ IN-. 
Th s - Ti'ir: •nr- 
1;.a .i r.-j 
V i.k'll'.-li'J !■' J”. 
Inc «>l _ 

. il ..: r ..ii.i 

• k-j'ivi- pn«.: 

pr.iwii-ii.L ■ 

ti r L'..-J :!ii ’-v 1 >• - 
1 .1.1 iv. .iiiJ .iJ- !*• 

IU .Ipl'l-Mll' 1 ' 


iadian couple 

i 2 gifts from 
et Santa 


St 

IS ,K ' 1 

pm. ,>« k; 

W0»* . 

\\ hi*c 

' . nP- 

L'llV* ^ |V*‘ 

p-o 

- JC'UI • -J.*’ 

,;.o 


ti- 


er. 


ll!" 


5 hlL-O^ hr.. 1 


n'Pr 


M'- 





New fashion Wear 

WINTER - COLLECTION 


UP TO 40% DISCOUNT 


AUTHORIZED DEALER OF 

Calvin Klein 




mes 


An independent Arab political daily put 

*^iyi» jc Lj. 


tne Jordan Press Foundation 

i>» J abmL-w ^uij 



Arab Bank pie Investment Funds 


Managed Currency Fund 
International Bond fond 
Asia pacific Growth Fund 

Products with proven track record, for long term 
intesiurs For more information anil application form 

please contact our International Private Bunking 

Amman Tel : 703625 Fax:7036GS 

tendon Tel : <44 171 1 315S553 Fax: 6002617 
Singapore Tel : |065) 5330055 Fax: 5322150 

Visit our website on ihc Internet at hitp^/w ww.arabbank-coni 


Volume 21 Number 6405 


AMMAN MONDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1996, SHAABAN 5, 1417 


Price: Jordan 150 Fils 


New election law will be 
introduced during current 
Parliament session — PM 

Kabariti reaffirms his government's commitment 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special the Jordan fitnc\ 

AMMAN — Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Karim Kabariti 
said on Sunday his gu\ em- 
inent was committed to 
introduce a new election 
law before the next parlia- 
mentary elect inns m 
November IW. 

During a regular session 
of the Lower House of Par- 
liament. Mr. Kabariti said 
his government, since tak- 
ing uffice in February, 
made extensive contacts in 
this regard with representa- 
tives of public institutions 
but its efforts to agree on a 
formula acceptable to j]i 
were fruitless. 

•‘It is a national project 
that should be carried out in 
conjunction with all repre- 
sentatives of political and 
professional bodies." the 
premier said. “But many 
differences remained i dur- 
ing discussions and consul- 
tations).” 

Mr. Kabariti attributed 
the differences largely to 
local government adminis- 
trative divisions which are 
based on geographic 


boundaries rather than on 
demography. He .said lie 
had udied Minister of Inte- 
rior AwaJ Khleilai to pre- 
pare a new version of the 
local administrative divi- 
sions in the Kingdom in a 
fonn that would go hand in 
hand with the government's 
intention to introduce a 
modern election law. 

Debates over a new elec- 
tion law started with the 
introduction ot a temporary 
bill in NmJ that introduced 
the one-person, one vote 
formula. Writers, political 
analysts and pul ideal par- 
ties have complained that 
the law reinforced tribalism 
and sectarianism and called 
for the introduction of a 
new law that would ensure 
equality among all Jordani- 
ans. 

The prime minister told 
the House on Sunday that 
the government remained 
“committed to its pledge to 
introduce a new election 
law" during the current 
session of the legislature. 

Most demands by politi- 
cians and parliamentarians 
concentrated on lowering 
the voting age from 19 to 


IS. increasing the nurnher 
of Lower House seats tu 
100 from SO. and introduc- 
ing a quota for women as 
well as other measures that 
help in facilitating the elec- 
toral procedure. 

When he took office as 
prime minister in February, 
Mr. Kabariti pledger! to 
introduce a new law that 
would be approved by peo- 
ple of all political spec- 
trum?. of the society. The 
go\ eminent has repeatedly 
affirmed that ail amend- 
ments and changes could be 
made except for changing 
the one-person, one-vote 
formula. 

The issue was not, how- 
ever, brought up in rhe 
House until Sunday when 
Deputy Nuzeeh Ammurin 
reminded the government 
of possible constitutional 
violation if the last session 
of the House ends without 
the endorsement of a new 
election Jaw that would 
govern the 1997 elections. 
' "Three consecutive gov- 
ern mentis committed consti- 
tutional violations when 
they refrained from pre- 
senting a new election draft 


to the House." Deputy 
Ammarin asserted. 

“Excluding the law from 
the House’s agenda until 
now is unconstitutional and 
illegal.” 

Earlier in the day, Mr. 
Kabariti reconciled Minis- 
ter of Agriculture Mustafa 
Slincikat with centrist 
Deputy Ali .Shatti who 
clashed last week. 

Mr. Shneikal and Mr. 
Shatti had a row over the 
government’s agricultural 
policies during a meeting of 
the Agricultural Committee 
and threw plastic water 
glasses at each other. 

Other deputies intervened 
when they were about to 
assault each other. Deputy 
Shairi threatened to sue the 
minister but he told the Jor- 
dan Times that Mr. 
Shneikai apologised to him 
in the presence of Mr. 
Kabariti. House Speaker 
Sa’d Hayel Srour expressed 
his appreciation of Deputy 
Shatti \s stand describing it 
as responsible. 

"We hope that the House 
will not sec these kinds of 
clashes again," Speaker 
Srour said. 


Regulations governing women’s 
civil status undergo major change 


Bv Maria Bizri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Civil Sta- 
tus and Passport Depart- 
ment tCSPDi on Sunday 
announced major rex ieixs of 
laws and amendments to 
regulations governing the 
issuance of passports and 
family registration books. 

CSPD Director Awni Y\r- 
vas said that due to exten- 
sive efforts on the pan of 
Her Royal Highness 
Princess Basma. chairper- 
son of the Jordanian Nation- 
al Committee for Women 
(JNCW). and foe Jordanian 
National Forum for Women 
tJN'FW), regulations con- 
cerning passports and fami- 
ly registration books had 
been revised in order to 
make find suitable solutions 
for problems facing Jordan- 
ian women with foe aim of 
enhancing their role in the 
society. 

Mr. Yirvu.s said the revi- 
sions also aimed at identify- 
ing articles in existing laws 
that need to be amended nr 
updated in order to make 
them compatible with the 


current status of women and 
to consolidate their role in 
all w alks of life. 

Mr. Yirvas said in accor- 
dance with his mandate, as 
stated in Article (59). para- 
graph iD» of the civil status 
law. he decided: 

— To issue a separate 
family registration book for 
any divorced women who 
applies for one. 

— To issue a family regis- 
tration book lor every 
widow who will be consid- 
ered as the custodian of her 
family. In case foe deceased 
man was married to more 
than one woman, a separate 
registration book will be 
issued to each widow, in 
accordance with the same 
civil registration book of the 
family. 

— That children under 16 
years of age can be included 
in their mother’s passport 
without the permission of 
die father, provided that 
they were nut previously 
included in their lather’s 
passport. 

— When a Jordanian 
woman is married to a non- 
Jordanian. a leparate family 


registration book can be 
issued in her name after 
being registered in the civil 
status register as an inde- 
pendent family custodian, 
with reference to the nation- 
ality of foe husband. In this 
case, the children (as well as 
foe husband) shall not be 
included in the mother's 
family registration book as 
they are considered to fol- 
low foe nationality of the 
father. 

Mr. Yirvas added that the 
C.SPD was examining ways 
to amend other regulations 
governing passport issuance 
tor women and children. 

In an interview with foe 
Jordan Times Princess 
Basma stressed on foe 
importance of such changes 
fur foe advancement of 
women who. for a long 
lime, were on foe outskirts 
of the syslein/socicty. 

The reason why such 
issues were stressed upon, 
she added, was foal they 
dealt with women who were 
practically the heads of their 
respective households, 
hence of priority in that con- 
text. 


Hiani Kalimat, director of 
the JNCW’s general secre- 
tariat, told the Jordan Times 
that the revision of the reg- 
ulations were important 
accomplishments achieved 
by Princess Basma. 

"The new decisions taken 
by the CSPD will help in 
alleviating the suffering of a 
large category of women in 
our society through assert- 
ing their civil and political 
rights." she said. 

Ms. Kalimat also stressed 
that, before the new deci- 
sions, women faced numer- 
ous problems when dealing 
with official departments 
and were not able to exer- 
cise foeir civic rights. 
"Divorced women can now 
be more free and indepen- 
dent," she said. 

The revisions are in line 
with a cabinet decision of 
September considering 
JNCW u reference body for 
all women-related issues, 
and delegating it to repre- 
sent Jordan in regional and 
international women’s 
forums. 


Netanyahu, Arafat trade charges 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
i Agencies J — Prime Min- 
ister Benvamin Netanyahu 
and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Aral at on Sunday 
raised foe spectre of 
renewed violence, and 
accused one another of 
ratcheting up tensions to 
crisis levels. 

"We have solid informa- 
tion that Palestinians are 
preparing a new wave of 
violence," similar to Sep- 
tembers Israeli -Palestinian 
clashes that !efr 8b dead, 
Mr. Netanyahu said on 
Israeli public radio. 

The Israeli premier said 
Mr, Arafat's Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
"does not want foe Oslo 
(peace) process or the dis- 
cussions it entails. All they 


''Netanyahu speaks with Arafat, sends envoy' 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benyaniin 
Neunvahu spoke by telephone with Pales- 
| tinian President Yasser Arafat on Sunday 
in an apparent bid to ease tensions alter 
I foe granting of financial benefits to West 
1 Bank settles. 

I Asked by Israel's him news agency 
j what he relayed to 


Mr. Aralai. Mr. Netanyahu replied: "A 
message of peace." 

Mr. Netanyhau also .sent an envoy io 
Mr. Arafat. The meeting in Gaza between 
Mr. Arafat and Netanyahu adviser 
Yitzhak Mulcho was the first such 
high-level contact in weeks, a 
spokesman for Mr. Arafat said. 


want is to impose them dic- 
tates: Israel's withdrawal to 
pre-1967 holders .’.nd the 
division oJ J'. , r , .i‘:»!cn\ 

But Mr. .\r:if.:l on Sunday 
denied the PaliMHiijns 
were planning violence, 
teliinc journalists in G;iza 
City “dial Mr. Netanyahu 
was trying ”to distract 
attention from his (.settle- 
ment > projects.” 


In an interview with the 
Israeli newspaper Ycdiot 
Aharonot. Mr. Arafat 
accused Mr. Netanyahu uf 
creating a "timebomb” with 
his decision to create new 
incentives for the expan- 
sion of Jewish settlements 
in the West Bank. 

“The decision taken by 
foe government of 
Bcnyamin Netanyahu is a 


timebomb. Soon we will 
not be able to stop the 
downward slide and once 
we have counted up the 
dead '.vc w ill he buck where 
we started," he said. 

The Palestinian leader 
cast further gloom on 
Israeli-Palestinian rela- 
tions by dismissing a lace- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Tunisian 

premier 

arrives 

AMMAN (Petra I — 
Tunisian Prime Minister 
Hunted Ai Karuui arrived 
in Amman Sunday on a 
lour-day official visit to the 
Kingdom during which he 
w ill head the Tunisian side 
to the meetings of the Joint 
Jordanian-Tunisiun Higher 
Committee. 

Mr. Karoui told reporters 
that hiv visit was aimed at 
further boosting coordina- 
tion between Jordan and 
Tunisia in ail fields. 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti on Sunday receives Tunisian Prime Minister 
H amed Al Karoui upon the latter's arrival on an official visit (photo bv Youxei' Allan) 


Government unveils JD400m 'social safety net' 
aimed at addressing poverty and unemployment 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Sunday 
announced plans for exe- 
cuting a JD400 million 
social security package 
programme to help the 
needy groups as a govern- 
ment priority. 

Addressing a meeting 
held at the Prime Ministry- 
on government's strategy 
to combat poverty and 
increase productivity, the 
prime minister said the pur- 
pose of the meeting was to 
review progress in ensuring 
a social security net which 
the government had com- 
mitted to set up last 
August. The task was 
entrusted to the Ministry of 
Planning in conjuction 
with the other concerned 
departments. 

He said that the con- 
cerned group of officials 
was instructed to design the 
social security package and 
to find the necessary funds 
from local and external 
sources for its implementa- 
tion starting from the 
beginning of 1997. 

"The questions of poverty 
and unemployment are 
among foe most urgent mat- 
ters for foe government 
despite foe major economic 
achievements of the past 
few years," Mr. Kabariti 
told foe meeting. These two 
issues preoccupied our 
mind until we reached a 
decision to create an inte- 
grated package designed 
not only to alleviate foe 


consequences of poverty 
and unemployment but also 
to address their underlying 
causes so that Jordanian 
citizens cun lead a decent 
life and participate in the 
country’s social, economic 
and political life.” 

"lliis package has been 
prepared to run in confor- 
mity with our concept of 
the aspired economic 
growth because economic 
development should be 
reflected positively on the 
life of the citizens and 
should create jobs.” added 
Mr. Kabariti. 

"In the 197Us and foe first 
half of foe 1980s we were 
able to retain the relatively 
high living standards. But 
we realise that the living 
standards then were 
realised due to favourable 
external circumstances. The 
high oil prices caused a 
large number of Jordanians 
to go to foe Gulf and so 
foeir remittances home 
increased. The financial aid 
offered us by the .Arab Gulf 
states also enabled us to 
retain high living stan- 
dards,” he said. 

“As this state of affairs 
was not possible to contin- 
ue Jordan faced economic 
crisis in I9SS and 1989 
resulting in a 50 per cent 
decline in Jordanian citi- 
zens income as compared 
to foe mid 1980. Subse- 
quently poverty has 
increased and unemploy- 
ment rates have risen. Sta- 
tistics show that foe pover- 


ty rale rose from three per 
cent to 15 per cent and that 
unemployment soared to 25 
per cent in the wake of foe 
Gulf war." he added. 

“To face these challenges 
we have embarked on a 
genuine development 
process ba>ed on a princi- 
ple of self-reliance, and we 
have reaped the fruits of the 
economic reform pro- 
gramme. Production has 
increased and so did the 
exports while the unem- 
ployment rates declined.” 
said Mr. Kabariti. 

The prime minister noted 
that despite all of this, the 
average per capita income 
in Jordan was now below 
than the 1985 level and 
many Jordanians were still 
suffering from poverty and 
unemployment. 

"Since development does 
not run in harmony with 
poverty and unemploy- 
ment. the government is 
determined to implement a 
strategy on social security 
net at the cost of JD400 
million and w ill give it pri- 
ority over other issues.” the 
prime minister said. 

The basic components of 
this strategy, he said, are 
the following : 

— Training of the poor. 

— Social help which 
entails financing small-size 
projects. 

— Improving the infra- 
structure in poor arcus and 
refugee camps. 

■ Expanding foe base of 
beneficiaries of the Nation- 


al Aid Fund to guarantee a 
decent fixing for them. 

The prime minister said 
that an obserxer of the poor 
districts and the existing 
social infrastructures could 
easily discover the magni- 
tude of suffering weighing 
oxer the poor in their daily- 
life. 

"It i> no more acceptable 
to us to see open sewerage 
systems running in the 
refugee camps or non-exis- 
tence of these systems in 
poor areas. It is no more 
acceptable to see poor 
lighting in these areas, 
which also lack proper 
schools and asphalted 
roads," he said. 

This has prompted us to 
allocate part of our rev- 
enues to improve the infra- 
structures of these areas 
and this is being done under 
this strategy." said Mr. 
Kabariti. 

The prime minister said 
the strategy includes a pro- 
gramme for the financing 
of small-size projects. In 
addition, ne said, a special 
programme w ill be 
designed to develop foe 
data system on the labour 
market which is needed to 
help the decision-makers 
reach the most appropriate 
decisions. 

"It is our national duty as 
individuals and government 
to do our best to make this 
programme succeed and 
may God help us to allevi- 
ate the suffering of the 
needy.” he said. 


'Refusal of entry to Lebanese journalist 
was not political but act of sovereignty' 

Security official explains that Al Safir journalist had 
persistently insulted Jordan and its leadership 


Dulaimis 
claim 
attack 
on Uday 
Hussein 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Dulaimi tribesmen aveng- 
ing the death of one of rheir 
leaders carried out foe 
attack that wounded Iraqi 
President Suddam Hus- 
sein's eldest son Uday, a 
member said in remarks 
published here Sunday. 

"Members of our tribe 
carried out this assassina- 
tion bid to avenge General 
Mohamrpud Muzioum Al 
Dulaimi, who was execut- 
ed by (he Iraqi security ser- 
vices,” his brother Ahmad 
Mazlurn Al Dulaimi told 
Kuwait's Al Rai Al Am 
newspaper. 

The newspaper did not 
say how it obtained its 
"exclusive" interview. An 
official with the opposition 
Supreme Council of the 
Islamic Revolution in Iraq 
(SCIR1) told Kuwait’s offi- 
cial KUNA news agency 
thiii he had "obtained infor- 
mation from inside Iraq 
that Gen. Dulaimi's group 

(Continued on page 7) 


By Rana Hussein) 
Special to the Jordan Turn s 

AMMAN — "The authori- 
ties' decision to deny entry 
into Jordan of a Lebanese 
journalist last week was not 
politically motivated. 
Rather, it was an act of sov- 
ereignly, represented by not 
letting in someone who has 
persistently tried to insult 
this country and its leader- 
ship." a senior security offi- 
cial said on Sunday. 

Tile official, who was 
commenting on a decision 
to turn back Talal Salman, 
editor of foe leftist Beirut 
newspaper A! Safir, also 
denied that another 
Lebanese editor was denied 
entry to the Kingdom on 
Thursday. 

The 4 official, who 
declined to be identified, 
told foe Jordan Times that 
Mr. Salman had mitten 
articles lhal went beyond 
expressing political opposi- 
tion to this country. 

"Jordan would bate let 
Mr. Salman in had he just 
opposed this country’s poli- 
cies. on peace with Israel 
and otherwise, as we have 
with so many people 


before," the security offi- 
cial said. 

“But we chose to send 
him back because he had 
consistently and persistent- 
ly tried to insult this coun- 
try and it* leadership." the 
official added, referring to 
articles Mr. Salman wrote 
and which were shown to 
the Jordan Times. 

"As you can see from 
those articles. (Salman) cun 
be taken to court and most 
probably convicted for 
what he said in them.” said 
the official. "You do not 
want to reprint examples 
from what he had to say in 
them. They are slanderous 
and libellous by every 
count.” 

"I do not see why, first, he 
should want to come here 
and then why we should let 
him in," the official added. 
"We respect democracy mid 
democratic practices here 
in Jordan as elsewhere.” 

"But democracy docs not 
mean that we renounce our 
sovereignty, upon which all 
other countries insist. Look 
at whai the Egyptians have 
just done. They banned for- 
eign publications from 
entering Egypt even if just 


their artists were attacked 
in them," the official said. 

Mr. Sulnum. along with 
two other Lebanese editors. 
Rajch Khouri. editor of the 
daily newspaper Al Nahar. 
and George Trad, editor of 
the weekly magazine Al 
Sayyad were to attend a 
two-day workshop entitled 
’investigative Reporting." 
which was held at the Dead 
Sea Hotel. 

Nubil Sharif, chief editor 
of Al Dtistour daily, criti- 
cised the action taken by 
.security officers at the air- 
port in an article lie wrote 
describing it as "unjust and 
tarnishes the country’s rep- 
utation." 

"Reporters are not crimi- 
nals and they should not be 
sent back to their country 
especially that they were 
granted a visa," Dr. Sharif 
said. 

Dr. Sharif said most coun- 
tries cxen efforts to ensure 
that editors of other coun- 
tries happy and satisfied. 

"But what happened on 
Thursday showed that we 
succeeded in changing 
these unfriendly (editors) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Saudi Arabia takes up 
fight against militants 


DUBAI (AFP) — The 
Saudi royal Family has 
gone on the offensive 
against militants who have 
claimed responsibility for 
two unprecedented bomb- 
ings against U.S. forces 
and vowed to drive them 
out of the kingdom. 

The stakes are high. 

“The prize is not only 
Saudi Arabia, it's two 
thirds of the oil reserves in 
the world.” U.S. Defence 
Secretary Wi I liam Perry 
said recently. 

But the Pentagon chief 
said the militants will fail 
to achieve their aim. 

The authorities have hit 
back in the last year by 
making mass arrests, tight- 
ening security and behead- 
ing a group of young 
Saudis for the first bomb- 
ing which killed five 
Americans at a U.S. army 
center in Riyadh in 
November 1995. 

They are still investigat- 
ing a second bombing in 
June that killed 19 U.S. 
airmen at the Dhahran air 
base in eastern Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

And although few ana- 
lysts believe the AJ Sauds 
60-year reign is threat- 
ened. they expect militants 
to launch more attacks 
against not only U.S. 
forces in the kingdom but 
also Saudi targets. 

. “You should expect a lot 
of these things (bombings) 
to happen." a moderate 
Saudi Islamist warned. 

The Saudis and the 
Americans have taken pre- 
cautions. 

U.S. troops have been 
relocated to bases consid- 
ered less vulnerable to 
artack while security has 
been boosted around royal 
palaces and councils 


where princes meet with 
their subjects. 

The Islamists want U.S. 
forces out because they 
say they violate the land 
housing Islam's holiest 
shrines and are the van- 
guard of a neo-colonial 
power which seeks control 
of the region's oil. 

Ossunia Ben Laden, a 
militant stripped of his . 
Saudi nationality, urged 
European countries in 
November to withdraw 
their troops from the Gulf 
before tile guerrilla war he 
declared against the Unit- 
ed States '‘erupts.” 

The four Sunni Muslim 
militants beheaded in May 
had confessed on state 
television to having 
trained in Afghanistan and 
been inspired by dissident 
Saudis including Ben 
Laden, who has financed 
militants in Afghanistan. 

Arab diplomats said 
Saudi Arabia's support for 
Lhe holy war against the 
former Soviet occupation 
of Afghanistan has come 
back to haunt it as Saudi 
veterans of that war return 
to civilian life. 

Unconfirmed reports 
have emerged that Shiite 
Muslims are suspects in 
the June bombing and that 
Iran backed it. Saudi Ara- 
bia's Shiite minority lives 
in the Dhahran area while 
Sunnis live in Riyadh and 
the rest of the kingdom. 

Diplomats told AFP that 
three Saudis and three Shi- 
ite Muslim Arabs — two 
Kuwaitis and a Lebanese 
— were arrested in con- 
nection with the attack. 
Kuwait denies its nationals 
were arrested. 

Meanwhile, a London- 
based opposition group, 
the observatory of the 


Islamic press, has accused 
the Yemeni government of 
handing over militants to 
Saudi .Arabia. Yemen 
denies the charges. 

A rift between the Saudi 
government and the reli- 
gious establishment 
opened in 1990 when 
Saudi Arabia welcomed 
800.000 U.S. and foreign 
troops to launch the war to 
free Kuwait from Iraqi 
occupation. 

Several thousand have ■ 
stayed on. 

At the end of the war, 
religious leaders presented 
King Fahd with petitions 
calling for more Islamisa- 
tion of the armed forces, 
the courts, the media as 
well as the administrative 
and educational systems. 

Libera] businessmen and 
intellectuals meanwhile 
published an open letter 
asking the king to establish 
national and municipal 
councils and reign in the 
mutaween religious police. 

Saudi officials and busi- 
nessmen said the govern- 
ment has for too long pre- • 
ferred instead to appease 
the Islamists and may 
regret it. 

Saudi Arabia is also 
faced with the transition to 
a new leader. 

King Fahd, 75. suffered a 
stroke in November 1995, 
just after the first bombing, 
but he took back the reins 
of power in February from 
his half-brother Crown 
Prince Abdullah. 

Although he is less 
active than before and 
questions have arisen 
about who is making the 
decisions, there is little 
question that Prince 
Abdullah is the heir appar- 
ent. 


Germans have uncovered illegal arms 
sales to Iran, two magazines report 


BONN (AP) — German firms are sus- 
... ' "ng Iran's weapons 

programme. Including by the supply of 
materials for germ warfare, a news mag- 
azine said Saturday. 

Gentian authorities raided the offices 
of an Iranian arms buying agency and 
ire investigating which German firms it 
-.••ed as illegal suppliers, the magazines 
Oer Spiegel and Focus said in previews 
of their latest editions. 

German firms are suspected of sup- 
plying ''components for the entire Iran- 
ian weapons programme, including bio- 
logical weapons." sometimes through 
Iranian dummy companies in Germany, 
Der Spiegel said. 

On Thursday and Friday, investigators 
raided two German firms. Focus said. 
Neither report named any firms. 

State prosecutors in Duesseldorf are 
investigating members of the Iranian 
defense industries organisation's office 
in that city to see whether they could be 
charged with breaching German export 
laws. Focus said. 

German investigators seized a number 
of records when they raided the office. 


reputedly Iran’s arms buying centre in 
Europe, in October and November, the 
repons said. 

A special team at German y’s customs 
police is sifting the data, to determine 
which German companies illegally sold 
equipment and components to the Iran- 
ian arms industry. Focus said. 

Der Spiegel said Iranian diplomats in 
Germany protested the raids and urged 
German companies it was dealing with 
to bring potentially damaging records to 
Iran’s embassy in Bonn. 

Germany’s federal intelligence 
agency, the BND. says Iran built up con- 
tacts with German firms that supplied 
arms to Iraq in the past, according to Der 
Spiegel. 

German and Iranian embassy officials 
were not available for comment. 

Germany is Iran's biggest western 
trading partner. Together with most 
other European countries, it has fought 
U.S. calls to isolate the Tehran leader- 
ship. Washington accuses Iran of spon- 
soring terrorism. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


RECONCILED: Minister of Agriculture Mustafa Shneikat (right), who is also a 
deputy, and Deputy Ali Shatti embrace each other after being reconciled by Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti during Sunday's session of the Lower House. The two 
deputies had clashed during a previous session of the House (see story on page 1) 
(photo by Yousef Allan) 


Jordan will not issue any document 
related to land in Palestinian territory 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
ernment will not issue or 
endorse any power of attor- 
ney or any other document 
pertaining to lands under the 
jurisdiction of the Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
(PNA) in the West Bank or 
Jerusalem and its suburbs as 
well as the Palestinian lands 
occupied by Israel since 
1948. 

This decision was 
announced by Minister of 
Justice Abdul ' Karim Al 
Dughmi in a statement pub- 
lished by Al Ra'i Arabic 
daily on Sunday. 

This decision, according 
to the minister, reaffirms 
that the Jordanian govern- 
ment will not be party to any 
transaction involving Pales- 
tinian lands or be a catalyst 
towards evicting Palestini- 
ans from their homeland. 


He said the decision, 
which was taken Saturday, 
was based on a 1995 Jordan- 
ian law on economic boycott 
of the enemy. 

Mr. Dughmi said he had 
sent copies of the ministry’s 
decision to all notary public 
offices around the country, 
concerned government. 
departments and Jordanian 
embassies and consulates 
abroad. 

The director general of the 
Lands and Survey Depart- 
ment. Ibrahim Mismar, 
announced Sunday that his 
department would refrain 
from issuing any official 
document connected with 
lands and other real estates 
in the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip except upon a 
decision in this matter from 
the Council of Ministers. 

Mr. Mismar. also in a 


statement to Al Ra’i, said 
that his department possess- 
es maps of lands and a regis- 
ter of owners of land in 
Palestinian lands, including 
pre- 1948 Palestinians, but 
he stressed that his depart- 
ment could not issue any 
document related to these 
lands except with the 
approval of the Council of 
Ministers. 

He said his department 
could issue any document 
concerning the lands of 
Palestine before 1948 simply 
because they had never been 
under Jordanian sovereign- 
ty 

Mr. Mismar noted, howev- 
er. that this subject could 
come up for discussion once 
the Palestinians and Israel 
conclude a final and perma- 
nent settlement based on 
international conventions. 


Kuwait professor prepares Iraq war crimes case 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — A Kuwait university 
professor has prepared a war crimes case 
against Iraqi President Saddam Hussein and 
1J5 of his, aides., a newspaper reported on 
Sunday. 

The case by faculty of law dean Ahmad Al 
Samdan will be presented to the university 
which “will then take the appropriate mea- 
sures through the foreign ministry to make an 
international case," said the Arab Times. 

Mr. Samdan heads a legal team seeking the 
trial of President Saddam and other Iraqi offi- 
cials for crimes allegedly committed during 
Iraq's seven-month occupation of Kuwait in 
1990-91. 

“The main charges target Iraqi leader Sad- 
dam Hussein, his brother-in-law Ibarhim 
Sabawi. deceased son-in-law general Hussein 
Kamel Hassan, (and Saddam's son) Uday 
Saddam Hussein.” added the daily. 

Kuwait had sought advice from 
international law experts on war crimes, offi- 
cials earlier said. Mr. Samdan 's team based 
the charges mainly on Iraqi intelligence docu- 
ments left behind by fleeing Iraqi forces dur- 
ing the 1991 Gulf war. 

A Kuwaiti newspaper had reported last year 
that Kuwait planned to ask the United Nations 
Security Council to form a tribunal to try 
President Saddam and 647 other Iraqis. 

Kuwait has accused Iraq’s occupation 
forces of a wide range of crimes including 
rape, torture, looting and random execution 
and arrest of civilians. About 300 Kuwaitis 
and dozens of Arab and Asian expatriates 


were killed during the occupation. 

With the prospect of soon being able to 
make its first substantial payments, the Unit- 
4 ed_: Nations Compensation^ Commission- 4s 
beginning to process a large" and unique claim 
related to a collection of Islamic art that large- 
ly disappeared during Iraq’s occupation of 
Kuwait, the United Nations Information Ser- 
vice (UNIS) reported. 

The collection, belonging to renowned 
Kuwaiti collector Jasim Y. Homaizi was con- 
sidered in Islamic art circles as one of the 
most prestigious in the world. Following the 
invasion, many of its most precious pieces 
ended up in Baghdad and Amman, where 
dealers have sought to smuggle them to West- 
ern cities. Mr. Homaizi alerted the 
International Criminal Police Organisation 
(Interpol) and Scotland Yard in time and hired 
private detectives to follow illicit transactions 
involving collection pieces. He also brought 
the attempted smuggling operations to the 
attention of such widely known auction firms 
as Sotheby's Christie's and Phillips, which 
led to the arrest of several clandestine sellers 
and to the recovery of several pieces. 

The United Nations Compensation Com- 
mission submitted the claim concerning the 
collection to the panel of commissioners 
resolving category “D" claims (individual 
losses above $100,000). The panel will be 
'assisted by an Islamic art expert in the verifi- 
cation and evaluation of those pieces in the 
collection still to be recovered, which are 
worth over $30 million. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 The Muppet Show 

14:30 ..Comedy — Dad's Army 
16:00 Doc. — Nature's Inven- 
tions 

16:30 Comedy — Hey Dad 

17:00 News Flash 

17:02 Doc. — Wild Flower 

17:15 Drama — Des- 

tiny Ridge 

18:00 Magazine — Cinq Sur 
Cinq 

19:00 Lc Journal 

19:15 ...Magazine — Cinq Sur Cinq 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Roseanne 

20:00 Documentary — Disas- 
ter Chronicle 

20:30 Cinema, Cinema 

21:10 The Lazarus Man 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Best Seller — 

Devices & Desires 

23: 15 Police drama — The Knock 

PRAYER TIMES 


05:01 



J 

1131 


14:15 

‘Asr 

16:38 

Maghreb 

18:00 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 


Church of the A nnuni cation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 66 1 757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331- 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 77 1 75 1 . 
Amman International Church 

Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S24328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorolog 
Sunny to partly cloudy weather 
conditions will prevail with 
winds southeasterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 
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Princess Sarvath visits phonetic centre 

, m . , T ) — Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvaft 
AMMAN U-T) of Jordan’s Centre for Fh£ 

Sunday toured a. f Un,v«s,t> or ^ ^ 

Pnncess S^ati was receded by Univeis.ty- ot Jontu, 
Princess . ibe u the centre s director. 

mad Al Anani DrAnani briefed Princess Saivaft; 

programmes and needs andT 
SXitato her interest in the centre and concern*, 
meet its needs. 

Osama Al Baz, Albright hold talks 

CAIRO (AFP) — Osama Al Baz, advisor to President 
Ho^ Mubarak, said Saturday he held taUcs with US. 
Secretary of State designate Madeleine AJbnght on-pro- 
moting^he Middle East peace process. Mr. Baz, who 
returned from Washington on Saturday, said his talkj with 
Ms. AJbrisht. who has been the U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations, were the first that an Egyptian official fas ; 
had with U.S. President Bill Clinton s nominee to head the 
State Department “We exchanged views on the peace 
process and the necessity of arriving at a ^ck under- 
standing between fcrae! and the Palestinian Natrona^ 
Authority on Hebron, the implementation of the accord 
extending autonomy on the West Bank and the resumption 
of negotiations on the final status" of the Palestinian terri- 
tories*' Mr. Baz said after his 10 -day visit to the United 
States. He said he also held talks with the assistant U.S 
secretary of state for the Near EasL Robert Pelletreau and 
with U.S. National Security Advisor Anthony Lake, who 
has been nominated to head the Central Intelligence 
Agency. Mr. Mubarak has said he will visit Washington in 
December. 

Kuwait removes middlemen in arms deals 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait said on Sunday it has eliminated 
middlemen from amts purchases to cut costs. Defence 
Minister Sheikh Salem Sabah .Al Salem Al Sabah told Che 
official Kuwait news agency “the system of brokers in 
arms and maintenace deals has been cancelled.. Jt is not 
acceptable." Parliamentarians often criticise large com- 
missions for brokers in multi-btllion-dollar arms deals and 
have opened several inquiries in alleged irregularities. 
“The Defence Ministry is willing to deal with govern- 
ments whose countries produce weapons directly through 
the manufacturing firms." the agency reported. Kuwait is 
a major arms importer with several proposed purchases of 
weapons and services. After the 1991 Gulf war when Iraqi 
occupation forces were driven out it launched a $12 bil- 
lion rearmament plan to continue until 2004. 

Demirel flies to Kazakhstan for talks 

ANKARA (AFP) — President Suleyman Demirel flew to 
Kazakhstan Sunday to attend ceremonies marking the 
fifth anniversary of the former Soviet republic’s indepen- 
dence and to hold economic cooperation talks. “I will dis- 
cuss with Kazakhstan President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
ways to boost two-way trade between our countries," Mr. 
Demirel told reporters here before leaving for Almaty. 
Turkey's investments in Kazakhstan have exceeded _$ 
TbiilTon si nee DecCra7>er d when" fHh^CefitrSl ‘ASiJrlf 

republic became independent. Turkish sources said. The 
two-way trade was nearly $200 million, last year. • 

Two beheaded in S. Arabia 

RIYADH t AP) — An Egyptian convicted of murder and a 
Pakistani found guilty of drug trafficking were beheaded 
in Saudi Arabia Sunday. There have now been 69 execu- 
tions this year under the kingdom's strict interpretation of 
Islamic law. An Interior Ministry statement said Harbi bin 
Ibrahim Sadeek was found guilty of killing Nooh Ben Far- 
galy Ben Maher Abul Ela, a fellow Egyptian, by hitting 
him twice on the head with a metal object after an argu- 
ment. Sadeek was beheaded in the western city of Medina 
S69 kilometres from the capital. Riyadh. The statement 
did not say where or when the crime took place. Another 
statement issued by the ministry said Gholam Murtaza 
Haji Ahmed Bakhish was found guilty of attempting to 
smuggle heroin into the kingdom. He was beheaded Sun- 
day in the Red Sea port city of Jiddah. It said Bakhish had 
swallowed an unspecified quantity of the narcotic to avoid 
detection but was caught by police. The statement did not 
say where or when he was caughr. Under the version of 
Islamic law applied in the kingdom, convicted murderers, 
rapists and drug traffickers are publicly beheaded Arab 
and Western human rights organisations have criticised 
the beheadings, saying defendants often are executed 
without a fair trial. A record 192 people were beheaded 
last year in Saudi Arabia 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 15. Aqaba 22 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 53 per 
cent. Aqaba 38 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Adnan Zaghloul 

Dr. Mazen Nbaii 

Dr. Khalil Abu 

779797 

Dr. Fayez Al Dabbas 
Ferdows pharmacy .. 
Al Asema pharmacy. 
Nairoukh pharmacy 
Al Salam pharmacy.. 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmeisani pharmacy 
Nairoukh pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 

IRBID: 

Dc iMazeaAbu Bakr 

Al Quds pharmacy.... 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Zuhur A! Qadi .... 
Khalifeh pharmacy .. 


...,898140 

..S30435 

Marjoub 


..759155 
..778336 
. 637055 
..623672 
. 636730 
...644945 
.637660 

..847632 


Rue Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank...! .775121 

Highway Police. 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept. 63032 1 

Hotel Complaints. ,...605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Woer &. Sev^rage Ccrptains —897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

’ 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 12) 

Overseas Calls .0)0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J, Electricity Authority ..-.81 56 1 5 

Electric Power Co. -6363S1 

RJ Right Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-5320(1 


HOSPITAL 


Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

AJ-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Marka 8916I1/J5 

Queen Alia Hospital -602240/50 

Arral Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery .865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

.(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

l.bn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

..(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 


AMMAN: 


.906606 

.985417 


Amman 

Aqaba. 

04/16 

10/23 


03/17 

Jordan Valiev 

09/22 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre. 637 1 1 1 

Gvil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

- 63034 1 

Civil Defence Emergency .....199 
Rescue Rificc_ 192. 62! 1 \) . 637777 


Hussein Medical Come — S138LV32 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

05:00. 

Khalidi Maternity. 

644281/6 

QUEEN ALIA 


Akileh Maternity. 

.642441/2 

INTERNATIONAL 


Jabal Amman Maternity 

.-642362 

AIRPORT 

05:00 

Malhas. J. Amman 

-.636140 

This information is supplied by 

09:30. 


are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:55 Damascus (RJ) 

09:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

09:40 Aqaba tadd) (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09:50 ...Dubai. Abu Dhabi(RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

16:45 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

17:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

19:05 Bangkok (RJ) 

20:00 Jakarta, Abu Dhabi 
(add) (RJ) 

21:45 Singapore. Kuala Lumpur 
(add) (RJ) 

22:20 Casablanca (RJ) 

22:45 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ > 

02:45 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

03:40 Singapore. Kuala Lumpur 
(RJ) 


Other Flights 


Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital .669131 

University Hospital 

-.845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ,._667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights 


12:00 Doha (Q7) 

12:40 Bahrain (GF) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

21:00 ....Paris. Damascus (AFj 

21:40 Tel Aviv (LYi 

22:45 Athens. Beirut (OA) 


00:30 London (BA) 

01:20 Amsterdam, Damascus 
(KL) 

05:05 London iKJ) 

Royal Wings fRW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba ( RW ) 

20:50 Aqaba (.RW ) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
05:45 Marka. Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

96:20 Beirut (RJ) 

10:00 .Cassablanca (RJ) 

11:00 — Amsteidam, Chicago (RJ) 

12:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

12:15 Cairo (RJi 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:30 Frankfurt (RJ i 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

20:15 Tc! Aviv (add) (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

21:50 Jakarta (add) (RJv 

21:45 Jeddah (add) tRj ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

23:90 Damascus (RJ) 

23:45 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

02:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

05:00 ...Kuala Lumpur (add) (RJ j 


Other Flights 

06:20 Khartoum (SD) 

07:3 = Beirut. London <Ba» 

®* :< k Beirut (ME) 

--WkmQv! 

Vienna (OS) 

TeI Aviv (LY) 

....Damascus, Paris (AF) 


°2:30 Amsterdam (KL) 

°3:00 Beirut Athens ( OA) 

97:30 London (KJ) 

07:35 Damascus, LondonfBA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
09:50 Marka Airport (from 
QAIA) (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman _&0tt cun. every NfanJay 
Art Damascus — 5"00 fun. every Monday 
ftp. — 7 JO am every SuvJay 

Arc Anna) 5:00 pm. evay Sunday 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 

APP^ 700/500 

Bana "a- 550/550 

Banana (imported) .850/600 

Cabbage .....70/50 

Carrot -.300/150 

Cauliflower. ..150/100 

Cucumber (large) 120/80 

Cucumber t small) .38CV180 

Eggplant JL50/80 

° arl,c - .850/600 

Gra P« 550/400 

Grape fruit 150/100 

380/250 

Marrow flatge) 80/40 

Marrow (small) 160/100 

Onion (green) 180/120 

Onion (dry) J70J80 

° ran ? e ..380/400 

Pepper (hon .380/160 

Pepper (sweet) 380/160 i. 

:_280/l 60ff 

Spinach 150/190 

String Bean 400/300 

Tomato 160/120 
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Queen receives honorary doctorate 
from Texas Tech University 


■ u ' Ur*. 


.AMMAN fJ.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Satur- 
day received an Honorary 
Doctorate of Humane Lei- 
lers from Texas Tech Uni- 
versity in the town of Lub- 
biiL'k. a Royal Court state- 
ment said. 

Queen Noor also delivered 
ihe keynote eommeneemcni 
address at the university, 
which has established three 
full scholarships for Jordan- 
ian students in her honour. 

President of Texas Tech 
Dr. Donald Haragan intro- 
duced Queen Noor saying 
that the university hits con- 
ferred upon her an honorary 
doctorate in recognition of 
her "outstanding achieve- 
ments on behalf of Jordan in 
the fields of education, 
women and community 
development, child welfare 
and culture and heritage." 

In her speech. Queen Noor 
expressed her pride at Texas 
Tech's two long-standing 
affiliation progrannue.s with 
the University of Jordan and 


Salem Ms. i- the Jordan University of Sci- 

— U J TV .1 I. ' 
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eiice and Technology, which 
have led to the exchange of 
experiences and expertise in 
the area’s arid and semi-arid 
land, language studies, eco- 
nomics, agriculture, nursing 
and architecture as well as 
work on a joint proposal on 
management and consen a- 


era! projv^jpy.^ t | on 0 j- waler resources and 
- fiulUjr^ die use of treated water for 
•mi ii launched _ - irrigation in Jordan, 
me until '!ku She said that as a result of 
these programmes, "four 
dan fur talks Jordanian graduate studems 
. are currently studying at 

^uley man IVmit Texas Tech for their master's 
■ L -remomc\ nut. and doctorate degrees in 
S< *\ iet rcpublh.'- ^ agriculture.” 

■operation toll. | Queen Noor noted that 
-'iii Nur-ulun V.- "this kind of Arab- American 
eiucen ••urcuunT. partnership deserves to be 

'C tore ka’.ine ft? -. — - — — 

aklwan hate ;«.c. 

1 w hen irie Ceir- • 

Turki-h -mitco j. 

• million last \cx 


emulated m other fields and 
should lv appreciated in its 
full historical context — lor 
it is a recent ev.unple of how. 
during the past 2.UU0 years, 
scholars in the Arab and 
Islamic World and their 
counterparts in the West 
have shttred and mutually 
advanced their intellectual 
investigations. scientific 
research and practical expe- 
rience." 

She expressed her hope 
that "this generation of 
scholars and graduates will 
significantly contribute to 
lltal mutually enriching tra- 
dition." 

This partnership, accord- 
ing to the Queen, is critical 
in view of the “global chal- 
lenges that join our human 


family in a common destiny 
sueh as urban decay and vio- 
lence. poverty, gender and 
racial inequality, drugs, ter- 
rorism. environmental 
degradation, overpopulation 
and the widening gap 
between the haves and the 
have-nots both within and 
among countries.” 

She added that the single 
common denominator for 
success in this global quest is 
the field of education. How- 
ever. education is nut only "a 
tool for technological 
progress and improved qual- 
ity of life, it is also a vital 
pre-requisite for interculrural 
respect, tolerance and coop- 
eration.” said the Queen. 

Queen Noor concluded her 
speech by urging the gradu- 


ating students, "as citizens of 
the world especially empow- 
ered by your education here, 
to contribute to 

more peaceful and harmo- 
nious relations among indi- 
viduals. groups and commu- 
nities” adding that "whether 
as individuals, groups or 
nations, our sep.traie efforts 
cun meet and reinforce one 
anuUier. as we work for par- 
allel goals of human 
progress." 

The Queen cited the late 
Robcil F. Kennedy, who 
said: "E;ich lime a man 
stands up for an ideal, or acts 
to improve the lots of others, 
or strikes out against injus- 
tice. he sends forth a tiny np- 
pic of hope, and caissing 
each other from a million 
diflerent centres ol energy 
and daring, those ripples 
guild a current that can 
sweep down the mightiest 
walls of oppression and 
resistance.” 

Texas Tech University, 
which opened in 1*123 with 
OIO students, annually 
cnrulls 24,000 students from 
the United States and 99 
oilier countries, including 
Jordan, making ii one of the 
largest universities in Texas. 

The university has been 
listed air -mg the top higher 
education institutions in the 
U.S.. where students chouse 
fields of study from more 
than 150 undergraduate. 1UU 
master’s and 60 duciora) 
programmes in the Law 
School. Schools of Medi- 
cine. Nursing and Allied 
Health and seven colleges: 
Agricultural Sciences and 
Narural Resources, Architec- 
ture. Aits and Sciences, 
Business Administration. 
Education, Engineering and 
Human Sciences. 


JPA cable still unanswered — president 



By Sacha Baggili 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Jordan 
Press Association (JPAl 
cable sent Thursday to 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kuburiii concerning 
a ban on the cross-border 
distribution of Al Majd 
weekly had. as of Sunday 
evening, still not been 
responded to, said JPA 
President Seif Sharif. 

Exacdy four weeks ago. 
employers transporting a 
total of 1,500 copies of the 
newspaper to Lebanon and 
Syria, a routine operation 
since Al-Majd’s establish- 
ment three years ago, were 
forbidden to cross the 
Ramtha border into Syria 
by Jordanian authorities. 

According to Sahar Abu 
Hijleh. a reporter for the 
independent weekly, 

despite persistent attempts, 
their drivers have been pre- 
vented from crossing the 
border with the newspapers 
ever since. 


After attempts to obtain 
an explanation for the ban 
from Minister of Informa- 
tion Marvvan Muusher 
proved futile, Fahd 
Rimawi. chief editor of the 
newspaper, turned to the 
JPA for help with the prob- 
lem, which, according to 
Ms. Abu Hijleh is “causing 
grave financial problems" 
for Al Majd establishment. 

In the cable, Mr. Sharif 
urged Mr. Kabariti to inves- 
tigate ihe situation and 
"give kind orders to the 
(border i authorities to 

allow- the newspaper to 
cross into Syria." 

Mr. Sharif told the Jordan 
Times that the nature of this 
ban. which prohibits the 
circulation of a Jordanian 
paper in other countries, is 
new to the J PA 

“Since the Jordan Press 
Foundation was founded in 
1963 it has mainly been 
involved in circumstances 
concerning ■ restrictions 
placed on the circulation of 
foreign publications in Jor- 


dan deemed harmful to the 
national interest; this cur- 
rent situation is a peculiari- 
ty." Mr. Sharif said 

“We hope to receive a 
reply to our petition from 
the prime minister very 
soon.” he added. 

According to staff at AJ 
Majd, the paper has a week- 
ly circulation of 7000 w'ith- 
in Jordan, but the sale of the 
paper in Syria anil Lebanon 
has been a core element of 
the weekly’s policy of pro- 
moting solidarity amongst 
Arab nations. 

“Our readers in Lebanon 
and Syria are perturbed by 
the current situation and are 
waiting for Al Majd to be 
made available to them 
once again," Ms. Abu 
Hijleh said. 

Dr. Muasher refrained 
from commenting on the 
possible reasons for the 
ban, but told the Jordan 
Times that he is "trying K> 
find a solution to the prob- 
lem.” 
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Tour guide convicted on 
attempted rape charges 
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By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — A 23 year-old 
tour guide was sentenced 
by the Amman Criminal 
Court to a prison term of 
five years for the attempted 
rape of a foreign tourist in 
the Wadi Rum desert in 
September of 1996. 

The Court Tribunal com- 
prised of Judges Abdul 
Ruhman Tawfiq, Mifleh 
Mubeidin and Ismael 
Hmouz, found Abdullah 
Mohammad Salameh 
guilty of attempting to sex- 
ually assault a visiting for- 
eigner, whose name has 
been withheld by this 
newspaper for ethical rea- 
sons, in Wadi Rum on 
Sept 20. 

According to court docu- 
ments, the woman arrived 
to the Kingdom with her 
brother on Sept. 17 in 
order to visit several 
tourist sites in the King- 
dom and met the defen- 
dant, who worked at a 
restaurant in the area. 

The prosecution papers 
■said that Mr. Salameh 
offered to take the couple 


un a camping trip in Wadi 
Rum and they agreed. 

While the* three were 
heading to the camping 
site.' the defendant asked 
the victim’s brother to 
bring some camping tools 
which he claimed he had 
forgotten. 

"When | her brother] left, 
the 'defendant jumped on 
the woman and began to 
kiss and proposition her 
but she re I used his 
advances.” court tran- 
scripts said. 

The defendant then 
pushed her to the ground 
and tore at her clothes but 
at that moment the victim s 
brother returned,” the doc- 
uments stated. 

The defendant then fled 
the scene but was appre- 
hended b\ authorities one 
day following the incident. 

The court, which con- 
vened in Aqaba for one 
week stated that it relied on 
the victim's and her broth- 
er's testimony which, it 
said, were similar. 

The verdict will be auto- 
appealed to a 
court within 30 


maticallv 
higher 
days. 


JWS to 

convene 

dialogue 

AMMAN tJ. T. ) — The 
Jordanian Writers Society 
(JWS.) is organising a sym- 
posium entitled "a dialogue 
of options" on Saturday 
with a number ofjordanian 
writers participating in the 
sessions, scheduled to last 
six days. 

A JWS statement 

described the main subjects 
tu be discussed as includ- 
ing political options for the 
Middle East, 

Jordanian/Palestinian rela- 
tions. the market economy 
and cultural challenge*. 

In the statement, JWS 
said that the meeting was 
deemed important in view 
of rapid changes in the 
Arab region at political, 
social and economic levels 
and in the light of the 
regional and international 
influences. 

The organisation con- 
firmed that the meeting 
will focus on the national 
situation and future 
prospects, the nation's 
interests and the right of 
people to a dignified and 
democratic life. 


Salt man hanged at dawn 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — A 30-year-old man convicted of robbing, 
murdering and subsequently butchering an acquaintance 
postmortem in Salt last August, was hanged at Svvaqa 
prison Sunday at dawn. 

Kayed Ahmad Khreisal. red-clad in his execution uni- 
form. told the execution committee minutes before his 
death to inform family members not to cry on his behalf, an 
official who attended the hanging said. 

The official added that Mr. Khreisal asked that his fami- 
ly pay his debts and to collect a personal notebook which 
he had kept while imprisoned. 

Mr. Khrei.stii was pronounced dead in 14 minutes. 

He was sentenced to death by the Amman Criminal Court 
on July 25, after being convicted of killing Mohammad 
Ensour. 32, in his house on Aug. 14, 1995. 

The incident sent shock waves through the Salt commu- 
nity as both of the men hailed front two of Salt's most 
prominent tribes. 

If tribal law, still applicable alongside Civil Law, were to 
be applied the family of the killer would be required to pay 
blood money to settle the murder, according to Sharia. 

If u settlement under tribal law is not reached, even when 
Civil Law is applied, Islamic jurisprudence states that the 
family of the victim might take revenge on the killer's fam- 
ily up to the siblings of the fifth grandfather. 

Proponents of the death penalty note that the hanging of 
killers normally leads to his tribe dropping blood claims. 

According to Sharia, a killer must he killed unless the 
claimants of his blood offer clemency. 

In his court confession, Mr. Khreisal staled that he killed 
Mr. Ensour after defrauding him of JD70U as the victim 
kept demanding payment of the owed sum. 

Mr. Khreisal avowed, under oath, that on die morning of 
the incident, he had no plans to kill his friend, but rather 
was attempting to halt a quarrel which ensued over the 
money. 

"When he died in my house 1 did not know what to do 
with him and ... cut him into pieces." he said. 

The Sunday execution was the tenth carried out in the 
Kingdom in 1996. It was the third to be carried out in a 
one- week period. 

A judicial source told the Jordan times that Sunday's exe- 
cution was expected to be the lust in the Kingdom this year. 

"As the holy month of Rum dan is near, and no executions 
are carried out Juriitg the month nor during Eid. yester- 
day's execution is likely the last to be carried our this year,” 
the judicial source said. 

Last year eight people were hanged for various crimes in 
the Kingdom. 

A total of 23 people, including live women, have been 
sentenced to death by the Criminal Cotin since the begin- 
ning of this year. 

HAT'S QOING QN 


FILM 

* “Lcs autiratfmoires improvisers" at the French Cultural 
Centre, Jabal Weibdch at 8:00 p.m. 

CLASSICAL MUSIC 

* Performance of classical music by Somar Group al Darai 
Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh ar 7:00 p.m. 

LECTURES 

* "The Child in English Literature" by Dr. Nicholas Lin- 
field at the British Council at 5:00 p.m. 

* "Astronomical Secrets Revealed by Archaeological 
Sites'* by Iniad Mojahed at the Frieuds of Archaeology 
Centre (Tel. 6*)6682) at 6:00 p.m. 
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Woman dedicates JD300, 000 
for creation of children’s park 


Texas Tech has become a 
leader in pioneering biuteeh- 
noloey and water conserva- 
tion research with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 
improving alternative fuel 
capabilities. 

Earlier on Thursday, a: u 
reception to raise funds for 
Jordanian scholarships. 
Queen Noor inaugurated 
Texas Tech’s International 
Cultural Centre • ICC ). 

which will be the new site 
for the university's Office of 
International Affairs that 
includes the Division of 
International Education and 
the Internationa] Centre for 
.Arid and Semi-arid Land 
Studies. 

In her remarks, the Queen 
said that the centre, "is yet 
another affirmation of Texas 
Tech’s commitment to pro- 
mote internationalism 

through its educational pro- 
grammes and octix itieO 

According to Dr. Idris 
Traylor, the Executive 
Director of the Office of 
International Affairs, the 
ICC. which is “unique in the 
United States, represents the 
commitment of Texas Tech’s 
triple mission to expanding 
its international dimension 
and the international element 
of teaching, research and 
service.” 

Ambassador Faye/ 

Tarawneh. visiting Professor 
of Engineering and former 
Vice-President of Academic 
Affairs at the University of 
Jordan Dr. Mohammad 
Maqusi and Advisor to the 
Queen Dr. Lina Toukan 
accompanied Queen Noor to 
the event, the statement said. 


AMMAN iJ.T. » — Zaha 
Jar Jail ch Mango has made 
a donation of JD3t.)0. tj(lU 
to the Amman municipali- 
ty in »rder to finance the 
construction of a chil- 
dren's garden. 

In a letter sent to 
Amman Mayor Mr.mdouh 
Abbadi. Mrs. Mango 
requested thai the dona- 
tion. currently deposited 
in a special bank account, 
be cared lot by the mayor 
or any appointed body 
without the delay of gov- 
ernmental or official or 
non-ol fici.il procedures. 

The garden is to be 
arranged on a seven- 
dunum plot of land owned 
hy the muni- i pal it y at the 
Rjoum K'hilda district in 
western Amman. 

During a special cere- 
mony. Mayor Abbadi 
expressed his apprecia- 
tion and gratitude lor the 
donation and described 
Mrs. Mango as setting a 
line example to other peo- 
ple and expressed her true 
affiliation to the country. 

He also said thu: the 
donation represented a 



Amman Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi greets Zaha Jar- 
daneh Mango, who donated JD300,UU0 to be used in 
creating a park Tor children iphoto hy You&sef Allan) 

ereat lesson in the con- 


cept of v oiumary w ork . 

Dr. Abbadi also said that 
Amman's children will 
always remember Mrs. 
Mango with appreciation 
because, he said, through 
her act she expressed her 
affection to i hem. 

The mayor asserted that 
a number of Amman citi- 
zens hjv e made donations 
to the municipality to help 


finance vital projects in 
the capita). uJJing that 
“national development” 
has never been confined 
to official organ i sat ions . 

The mayor announced 
that he had passed 
instructions to the appro- 
priate municipality 

departments to commence 
builditv* the children's 
garde i soon as possi- 

ble 


Seminar calls for establishing 
new, joint housing partnership 


By Christina Schiegl 

Special /»» the Jordan limes 

AMMAN — Acknowledg- 
ing a 3.5 to 4 per cent annu- 
al increase in housing needs 
— percentages which match 
the yeaily population 
growth, part iei pants in a 
housing seminar culled for 
the establishment of a pub- 
lic-private partnership to 
secure sufficient housing for 
the population, targeting 
especially low-income 
groups. 

"We cannot succeed in 
providing ample and afford- 
able residences without the 
help of al! actors affiliated 
with the housing sector," 
Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment Corporation 

(HUDC) Director General 
Yousef Hivusai told the Jor- 
dan Times Sunday. 

Currently approximately 
32.001) housing units are 
needed each year, and two- 
thirds of those are needed by 
lower income families. Mr. 
Hivusat said. 

"The HUDC seeks to 
establish a partnership with 
private developers to give 
them incentives, which cur- 


rently only apply to us." he 

said. 

Mr. Hivusai said amend- 
ments to the Building Code 
arc being submitted which 
lower the minimum land 
size on which private 
ouilders construct, which 
currently is set at 30U square 
metres. 

The iwo-dav seminar, 
organised by HUDC. 
brought private and public 
sector building groups 
together to discuss three 
main topics: the accomplish- 
ments of ihe past year and 
the expected housing needs 
of the future: the legal 
framework of the housing 
sector and necessary- 
changes to attract the private 
sector, and finally housing 
sector reforms, in particular 
the so-called secondary 
mortgage facility and pro- 
posed amendments to the 
Landlords and Tenants Law. 

The Secondary Mortgage 
Refinancing Company, 
which was formed by repre- 
sentatives ol* HUDC, the 
Central Bank of Jordan 
tCBJ i. the Social Security 
Corporation iSSCt and 13 
different banks, acts as a 


moderator between institu- 
tions that provide long-term 
loans and applicants for the 
same. 

The comp;uiy issues inter- 
est-bearing bonds, w hich for 
example arc purchased by 
the Social Security Corpora- 
tion or the Pension Fund. 

Those bonds are then 
given to the banks to refi- 
nance the initial housing 
loans, which makes the . 
granting of loans less risky 
for the banks and thus, 
potential customers may 
more easily secure such 
loans. 

Another obstacle being 
faced by private investors is 
the system of rent control. 

According to Mr. Hiyasut. 
the present law prohibits 
landlords from raising rents 
as long as a paying tenant 
occupies the same residence. 

Mr. Hivusat believes that 
this law acts to discourage 
investors to building hous- 
ing facilities "as nobody 
wants u» build a house and 
rent it under such condi- 
tions.” 

He said the HUDC will 
propose amending this law 
durina the conference. 



Intel Pentium 100-200 MHz 
256 kb, 8MB EDO RAM. 

64 - bit PCI 

1GB HDD 

14" SVGA LR | 

Mouse. Pad 


/S3E 


995 


pentium" 


JD 


For immediate delivery please contact us. NOW 


SPECIAL SYSTEMS 


SSC nunllphill 


P O.'Box-s* 1 62 Amman ? t IPi Jordan , Tei. (P 62 6) 66422 i . Fax (962 6) 681557 
e-rnac s$c@nei$ convd 


V 






4 World News 


Two suspects in slaying of 


Bulgarian killed in Algeria 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Two suspects in the murder 
of a Bulgarian national near 
Algiers have been killed by 
an army patrol, the daily Le 
Matin reported Sunday. 

The bodies of a man and a 
woman, whose throats had 
been cut. were also found in 
the boot of the two men’s 


arms against the military- 
backed regime following 
the cancellation, in January 
1992, of elections the Isla- 
mic Salvation Front was set 


car. 

The two were intercepted 
last Wednesday near the for- 
est of Bainem. not far from 
Algiers, where Bulgarian 
businessman Evtim Evdi- 
mov was found with his 
throat slit on Nov. 15. 

They were shot and killed 
after refusing to obey the 
patrol’s orders, the paper 
said. Evdimov's papers 
were later found in the car. 

A search in the forest 
turned up two boxes of 
arms, clothing and docu- 
ments, the paper said. 

Evdimov. 55. a business- 
man who was military 
attache at Bulgaria's embas- 
sy in Algiers between 1988 
and 1989. disappeared on 
the morning of Nov. 1 5 after 


going out to exercise. 

■ He was found with his 
throat slit in his car on the 
edge of the forest that 


evening. 

His death brought to 11 S 
the number of foreigners 
killed in Algiers since mili- 
tant fundamentalists took up 


to wm. 

The radical Armed Isla- 
mic Group (GIA) has 
claimed responsibility for 
most of the killings. 

Meanwhile, the Algerian 
Islamic militants issued a 
veiled warning to the Uni- 
ted States Thursday for con- 
sidering the expulsion of 
their spokesman in Wa- 
shington. 

Anwar Haddam. spokes- 
man for the banned Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), faces 
possible expulsion from the 
United States following his 
arrest on Dec. 6, the U.S. 
Immigration and Naturali- 
sation Service (INS) said. 

A U.S. official said the 
move did not signal a 
change in policy toward the 
North African nation’s 
bloody civil war. But on FTS 
leader cautioned in a letter 
to President Bill Clinton 
that relations with the 
United States could worsen. 

‘'The immigration authori- 
ties' treatment of Mr. Had- 
dam contradicts the known 
morals of your country and 
its hospitable people," 
Sheikh Ahmed AI Zawi. a 
member of the FIS govern- 
ing council, said in the letter 


published Thursday in the 
London daily Al Hay at 
“Let me call to your atten- 
tion that this treatment of a 
well-known person does not 
serve the normal relations 
between our peoples now or 
in the future, when the 
Islamic Salvation Front 
rules Algeria." Sheikh Zawi 
said from Brussels. Bel- 


gium. 

While terrorist attacks 
have hit Paris in reprisal for 
France’s tacit support of 
Algeria’s government, the 
United States has been per- 
ceived as taking a more 
nuanced view of the coun- 
try’s with militant Islamists. 

Critics and supporters of 
Algeria’s military-backed 
government often point to 
Mr. Haddam ’s presence in 
the United States as a sign 
of Washington's interest in 
good relations with the FIS. 

Tlje party was winning 
Algeria’s first multiparty 
parliamentary elections in 
1992 when the army can- 
celed them, triggering an 
insurgency that has killed 
more than 60.000 people. 

The U.S. Ambassador to 
Algeria. Ronald Neumann, 
said the INS decision did 
not signal a change in 
American policy, which has 
supported the FIS’s right to 
engage in politics while 
calling for an end to the vio- 


lence. 

“Haddam’s situation does 
not represent a change in 
U.S. policy in any way. It is 
a matter for the courts and 
the legal system to decide" 
on the Algerian's right to 
asylum. Mr. Neumann said 
in a telephone interview 
from Algiers. 

Most of the FIS’s leaders 
are in jail or in exile since 
the government declared a 
state of emergency and 
banned the party. French 
radio said Mr. Haddam bad 
sought refuge in the United 
States in 1992. 

But the INS said privacy 
laws prevented it. from con- 
firming or denying whether 
the agency was ruling on an 
asylum for Mr. Haddam. It 
said only that the INS last 
week turned down a written 
request by Mr. Haddam 
involving his status in the 
U.S. 

Mr. Haddam was living in 
the Washington area under a 
special status known as 
Advanced Parole, in which 
a person is allowed to leave 
and reenter the United 
States while their case is 
pending, an INS official 
said. 

On Dec. 5. that -status was 
revoked. Mr. Haddam was 
arrested the following day. 


Northern Irish Unionists Russia waras 


6 will not rock Major’s boat’ 


LONDON (R) — Northern 
Irish Protestant politicians, 
who could hold the fate of 
Prime Minister John Ma- 


jor s minority government 
in their hands, Sunday 
pledged not to be “capri- 
cious and irresponsible" in 
key parliamentary' votes. 

Mr. Major, trailing badly 
in opinion polls, lost his 
majority last week after suf- 
fering □ crushing by-elec- 
tion defeat. 

But the beleaguered pre- 
mier insisted he would sol- 
dier on and not call a snap 
genera I election. 

The Ulster Unionists, who 
want to maintain Northern 
Ireland's links with Britain, 
have nine seats in the House 
of Commons. Their parlia- 
mentary strategy is now 
crucial to Mr. Major’s sur- 
vival. He has to call an elec- 
tion by next May. 

Mr. Major’s first big test 
as leader of a minority gov- 
ernment comes Monday 
with a key vote on the gov- 
ernment’s negotiating 
stance in the European Un- 
ion on fisheries. 

Ulster Unionist David 
Trimble said: "It's only a 


matter of weeks now to the 
point at which parliament 
will be dissolved (for the 
Christmas recess) and in 
that period of time we’re 
not going to behave in a 
capricious or irresponsible 
manner.” 

The party leader, reiterat- 
ing his view that the Ulster 
Unionists will look at each 
issue on its merits, told 
GMTV: “We’ll be listening 
carefully to what is said 
Monday and then deciding 
what we do in the light of 
that.’’ 

The latest opinion poll in 
the Sunday Tunes showed 
what a mountain Mr. Major 
has to climb if he is to keep 
his Conservatives in power, 
a party which has been 
beset by defections, resig- 
nations and feuds over 
Britain's role in Europe. 

The poll showed the main 
opposition Labour Party 
won the support of 50 per 
cent of voters compared to 
3 1 per cent for the Conser- 
vatives and 14 per cent for 
the centrist Liberal Democ- 


rats. 

The Liberal Democrats' 
party manager Archy Kirk- 


wood claimed in the Sunday 
Telegraph that up to 12 
Conservatives have app- 
roached tite centrists about 
the possibility of defecting. 

He refused to name the 
waverers but said he had 
received “informal, direct 
and indirect contact with a 
number of them." 

Labour's by-election vic- 
tory in the northern England 
seat of Barnsley East last 
week means the 323 Con- 
servative members of par- 
liament are matched by the 
number of opposition law- 
makers. 

Mr. Major hopes to delay 
calling an election for as 
long as possible in the hope 
that Britain's resurgent 
economy will give voters 
the elusive “feel-good fac- 
tor” that could ensure the 
Conservatives a. fifth con- 
secutive election victory. 

But Mr. Major, back from 
an EU summit in Dublin 
that left him isolated in the 
push for greater monetary 
integration, knows he faces 
a titanic struggle to contain 
the Eurosceptic rebels who 
threaten to pull his part}' 
apart. 


Chechenya 
hostages 
could halt 


pullout 


Families to press TWA for compensation 


WASHINGTON (R; — Fa- 
milies of victims of last 
summer’s crash of TWA 
Flight S00 said Saturday 
they will press TWA for 
immediate compensation. 

Their announcement 
came after about 100 family 
members met with U.S. 
officials investigating the 
July 17 explosion of the 
Trans World Airline (TWA) 
Boeing 747 off New York’s 
Long Island, killing all 230 
people on board. 

After the briefing the fam- 
ily members said despite 
briefings by federal investi- 
gators they still had key 
questions about what hap- 
pened. 

On Friday the National 
Transportation Safety 
Board said a buildup of 
volatile vapours in the 747 "s 
partially full centre fuel 
tank could have triggered 
the explosion. 

But it stopped short of 
■ blaming the explosion of 
the New York-to-Paris 
flight on mechanical failure, 
a bomb or a missile, and 
issued urgent recommenda- 
tions to the Federal Avition 
Administration (FAA) to 
prevent any such future 
explosions. 

A spokesman for the fam- 
ilies, Jose Cremades, said a 
representative would meet 
with Trans World Airlines 
officials Monday to press 
for funds to help families 
whose main wage earner 
was lulled in the crash. 


Mr. Cremades said many 
family members were en- 
countering financial hard- 
ship since the crash five 
months ago. 

He also said members 
agreed that claims they file 
for the $75,000 compensa- 
tion authorised under the 
Warsaw Convention for 
deaths in international avia- 
tion would not resolve any 
other claims they might 
make. 

‘This does not preclude 
anything else.” said Mr. 
Cremades. who lost a 15- 
year-old son in the crash. 

Several lawsuits have 
already been filed claiming 
damages. 

Mr. Cremades told a news 
conference the families also 
agreed a memorial should 
be built for the victims, but 
a place and its financing had 
not been decided. 

“The wounds are still 
bleeding.” he said. “The 
persons lost in this plane are 
still very present in our 
minds.” 

Asked about the meetings 
with the investigators from 
the board, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and 
the navy, he said “the gener- 
al feeling was that the brief- 
ing was worthwhile, but 
there was not a lot of new 
information." 

“The key issues that we 
wanted to find answers to 
have not been answered. 
Maybe they cannot be 
answered now.” he said. 


Mr. Cremades said the 
investigators told the fami- 
lies they did not know whe- 
ther the 747, made by 
Boeing Co., was brought 
down by mechanical fail- 
ure, bomb or missile. 

The board called on (he 
FAA to issue orders to 
assure agaisnt vapour build 
up and any aircraft design 
changes necesary. 

The FAA said it would 
urgently review the recom- 
mendations. Boeing said it 
would comply with any 
FAA directives issued. 

TWA's New York-to-Paris 
flight went down shortly 
after takeoff. The navy sal- 
vaged more than 90 per cent 
of the plane’s wreckage. 

Mr. Cremades said the 
investigators told the fami- 
lies they had recovered 
about all of the centre fuel 
tank, “but have not found 
any evidence of damage by 
a missile or a bomb." 

Asked about recurring 
, theories that it was struck 
‘by a missile shortly after 
takeoff, he said the investi- 
gators told them they had 
found no sign of a missile or 
bomb. 

But, he said, “they are 
running missile tests in 
California.'' 

While the board said in its 
report that evidence from 
the wreckage was “consis- 
tent” with a fuel tank explo- 
sion, it stopped short of 
blaming the crash on 
mechanical reasons. 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
officials warned Chechen 
separatist leaders Sunday 
that the capture of 22 Rus- 
sian soldiers could halt 
Moscow's military with- 
drawal from the region, 
news agencies said. 

About 65 Chechen fight- 
ers seized the Russians 
Saturday near the Dages- 
tan-Chechenya border. 
RIA news agency quoted 
Anatoly Shirko. comman- 
der of the Russian Interior 
Ministry Forces, as saying. 

This latest hostage taking 
"has seriously complicated 
the withdrawal of Russian 
troops” from Chechenya, 
Gen. Shirko 'said. 

Two years after it 
launched a full-scale mili- 
I tary assault on Chechenya 
1 to quash the region’s 
moves towards indepen- 
dence. Russia last month 
agreed to pull out its re- 
maining troops from the 
region. 

Three top Russian offi- 
cials in the region oversee- 
ing Chechen policy sent 
Chechenya’s president a 
memorandum warning a 
continuation of the hosrage 
situation could halt the 
troop withdrawal, Interfax 
News Agency said. 

“These provocations 
could have irreparable con- 
sequences that could lead 
up to stopping the withdra- 
wal of federal forces and 
the peace process in Che- 
chenya as a whole." the 
agency quoted the docu- 
ment as saying. 

Chechen leaders, anxious 
to secure that Russian 
troops leave the region 
before a general election 
scheduled for Jan. 27. have 
denounced similar inci- 
dents in the past and moved 
to resolve them quickly. 

A top Chechen official 
said he hoped the Russian 
Interior Ministry soldiers 
would be released Sunday. 

“As far as 1 know, noth- 
ing threatens the lives of 
these policemen, our gi»v- 
emment officials are 

there,” First Deputy Prime 
Minister Movladi Udugov 
told Russian Television. 

■‘I think we’ll sort out the 
situation today and the 
problem will be solved." 

The 22 Russian Interior 
Ministry troops were 

seized after the Chechens 
arrived at the Chechen- 
Dagestan border with a 
group of women and chil- 
dren. Gen. Shirko told 
RIA. 
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Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina lays a wreath Saturday at a memorial for 
intellectuals who were killed, many of whom on this same date in the 1971 Liberation 
War. Bangladesh is celebrating the silver jubilee of its independence from Pakistan 
(Reuter photo) 


Bangladesh starts commemorations 


for war victory over Pakistan 


DHAKA (AFP) — Bang- 
ladesh Sunday started two 
days of national commemo- 
rations for the 25th anniver- 
sary of the Independence 
War victor}’ over Pakistan. 

Hours after making harsh 
remarks at.-ur Pakistan’s 
conduct. Prime . Minister 
Sheikh Hasina Wajed Sun- 
day highlighted die free- 
doms won in the nine month 
independence war which 
left an estimated three mil- 
lion dead. 

Sheikh Hasina issued a 
statement saying: “The real 
pleasure of the victory 
could be derived from the 
alleviation of poverty, eco- 
nomic freedom and ensur- 
ing happiness for the poor, 
distressed and helpless peo- 
ple” 

the ruling Awami League, 
under the leadership of 
Sheikh Hasina ’s father. 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 
led the 1971 war for the 
independence of what was 
then called East Pakistan. 

The Pakistani army sur- 
rendered to joint Bangla- 
desh-India jforces .on, Dec. 
16. 1971 after the bitter- 
conflict. 

Ties with Pakistan are 
now- considered “warm” but 
a nationalist fever has swept 
the country as the anniver- 
sary has approached. On 
Saturday the prime minister 
attacked Pakistan over the 
dozens of Bangladeshi 
intellectuals killed during 


the war. 

Pakistan's motto was 
“keep the land, not the peo- 
ple." she said in unveiling a 
memorial to the intellectu- 
als. Her remarks were the 
most severe toward Islama- 
bad since Sheikh Hasina 
came to office in June. 

Prayers were to be said in 
mosques, churches and tem- 
ples nationwide Monday to 
seek “peace, happiness and 
progress” in Bangladesh, 
which since independence 
has seen multiple coups or 
coup attempts. 

Sheikh Hasina. who is 
also the defence minisrer. is 
to review a military parade 
and lay the foundation of a 
victory monument at the 
place where the Pakistanis 
signed the document of sur- 
render. 

State-run television has 
been showing rare, often 
previously banned Films, 
about the conflict in recent 
days. Talk shows, dramas 
and movies all centre on the 
1971 war. 

The government has par- 
■’ doped* a large number' of 
prisoners -to commemorate 
the anniversary, and the 
Defence Ministry said 65 
military personnel had been 
made “honorary officers” in 
another commemorative 


There were fewer vehicles 
on the roads because of the 
special national holiday. 
Streets have been repainted 
and special illuminations 
put on major buildings to be 
lit up Sunday night, despite 
the country ’s acute power 
shortages. 

Various political and so- 
cial groups have been hold- 
ing ceremonies and com- 
memorative events for sev- 
eral days, increasing traffic 
problems for the eight mil- 
lion population of Dhaka. 

Khaleda Zia. head of the 
opposition Bangladesh Na- 
tionalist Party, issued her 
own statement calling for 
the consolidation of the in- 
dependence that cost mil- 
lions of lives. 

The mass circulation lrte- 
faq newspaper commented 
that the “time has come for 


gesture. 

Sheikh Hasina opened a 
children’s rally at Dhaka's 
main stadium to kick off the 
celebrations. 


introspection. 

It added: "In reality the 
freedom fight never ends. 
War ends, but its spirit lives 
on (and) if we can uphold 
this spirit we can be a pros- 
perous nation.” ’ *• 

The Bangladesh Observer 
said that in the “celebration 
of triumph ... we have cause 
to recall today with a potent 
mixture of pride and sor- 
row” 

“The pride comes in the 
knowledge that -brave men 
and women gave away their 
future in the interest of our 
present,” it said. 


Cambodia ’s Hun Sen threatens 


war if exiled prince returns 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodian Prime Minister 
Hun Sen said Sunday he 
was prepared to launch mil- 
itary action if the half- 
brother of King Norodom 
Sihanouk returned to the 


country. 

His warning that military 
forces were on standby 
stepped up spiralling politi- 
cal tension between Hun 
Sen and the royalist FUNC- 
INPEC of his Co-Prime Mi- 
nister Prince Norodom Ra- 
nariddh. 

Mr. Hun Sen, who is offi- 
cially second prime minis- 
ter. said an attack would be 
mounted if Prince Norodom 
Sirivudh returned to the 
country and brought closer 
a military challenge to 
troops loyal to Hun Sen’s 
Cambodian People's Party 
(CPP). 

“I have ordered 45 tanks 
to be prepared if (Prince Si- 
rivudh) returns,” Mr. Hun 
Sen said in a speech broad- 
cast on national radio and 
television. ‘They will be 
ready to attack.” 

He added that BM-21 
multiple rocket launchers 
had already been pointed at 
Phnom Penh's Pochcntong 
International Airport and 
that any airline that .carried 
Prince Sirivudh back to 
Cambodia “will be in trou- 
ble.” 

“Prince Sirivudh is a step 
to war in Cambodia again,” 
he said. 

Prince Sirivudh. Cambo- 
dia's former foreign minis- 
ter and the former secretary- 
general of FUNCINPEC. 
was exiled last December to 
France for allegedly plot- 
ting to assassinate Hun Sen, 
president of the CPP. 

In February, the prince 
was convicted of criminal 
conspiracy and illegal wea- 
pons possession charges 
related to the alleged plot 


and sentenced to 1 0 years in 
prison in absentia. 

His return has been the 
subject of much contention 
between FUNCINPEC and 
the CPP. the major partners 
in the coalition government, 
whose feuding in recent 
weeks has resulted in sever- 
al instances of factional 
fighting in the provinces. 

Senior FUNCINPEC offi- 
cials. including party presi- 
dent and First Prime Minis- 
ter Prince Ranariddh, have 
said they support a royal 
pardon for Prince Sirivudh 
and have offered him pro- 
tection if and when he 
returns. 

CPP officials, including 
National Police Director 
Hok Longdy. have warned 
that the prince would be 
arrested on his arrival. 

“This is not a small is- 
sue," Mr. Hun Sen said in 
his speech. 

“BM-21 multiple rocket 
launchers are already point- 
ed in the direction of Po- 
chentong Airport. If he 
comes, wc will attack." 

Mr. Hun Sen also berated 
FUNCINPEC for threaten- 
ing to retaliate with 10 B-40 
rockets for every' bullet the 
CPP might fire at them. 

“Please meet and show off 
your muscles, but I will 
fight.” he said. 

Human rights officials 
and lawyers who attended 
Prince Sirivudh 's trial said 
the proceeding was not a 
fair one and that the evi- 
dence presented could not 
reasonably have proved the 
prosecution’s case. 

Prince Sirivudh, who has 
vehemently denied the char- 
ges and termed his trial a 
"mockery," has repeatedly 
said he would return to Cam- 
bodia and hinted he might 
come back on Dec. 21. the 
first anniversary of his exile. 
Despite the hints, the 


prince has not confirmed a 
return date. 

Mr. Hun Sen claimed 
Sunday that “99 per cent" of 
thousands of recent Khmer 
Rouge defectors have 
joined his political party to 
the detriment of his rivals. 

The claim, made in a 
speech broadcast on nation- 
al radio and television, ends 
months of vehement public 
denials char ’the defectors 
were being courted for their 
political and military 
strength by Hun Sen’s for- 
merly Communist Cambo- 
dian People’s Party and the 
royalist FUNCINPEC party. 

The courtship has serious- 
ly strained the relationship 
between the parties and 
their leaders. 

Officials from both parties 
have threatened military 
responses to perceived at- 
tacks from the other but Mr. 
Hun Sen warned FUNCIN- 
PEC not to underestimate 
the CPP’s strength. 

“They may think they 
know us. but probably they 
don't know us very well. 
They should not forget that 
for 14 years they couldn’t 
overthrow us." he said, 
referring to the FUNC1N- 
PEC-Jed resistance to Ha- 
noi-installed Phnom Penh 
governments in the 1980s. 

“Now. I can say that 99 per 
cent of the renegade (Khmer 
Rouge) have joined with the 
CPP. They have not joined 
with the other parties.” 

Hun Sen and the CPP had 
frequently accused FUNC- 
INPEC officials of trying to 
re-create the resistance mo- 
vement by recruiting former 
Khmer Rouge to join them 

"They are in a difficult 
position because both the 
guerrillas in the jungle and 
the underground forces 
have joined the CPP and 
pis is their political right." 
he boasted. 


Suu Kyi will 


not accept v; i 
restrictions 



on her 


movement 


RANGOON (AFP) — Op- 
position leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi has indicated that 
she will not accept restric- 
tions on her movements as 
she spent the ninth consec- - 
utive day Sunday inside her 
Rangoon residence, fol- * 
lowing the most defiant . 
civilian protests here since 
1988.' 

With security still tight 
around the city following 
the demonstrations, her 
National League for De- 
mocracy (NLD) fired back 
against official claims that 
the Nobel Peace Prize lau- 
reate bad failed ro cooper- 
ate with authorities in mea- *4 
sures designed to insure her 
own safety. 

“A serious request should 
not take on the nature of a 
restrictive order nor should 
it entail the placement of 
physical barriers," said a 
statement signed by the 
NLD Central Executive 
Committee, received by 
AFP Sunday. 

Her residence on Ran- 
goon's University Avenue 
has been blockaded since 
the demonstrations for stu- 
dents' rights began on the 
city's streets two weeks 
ago. The NLD leader has 
not left her house since last 
Friday. 

In response to a govern- 
ment statement circulated 
to embassies in Rangoon 
earlier in the week, the 
opposition leader, who was 
confined by the ruling junta ft 
to her own home for six 
years until her release last 
July, denied she had said 
her current confinement 
constituted house arrest. 

“At no time did she claim 
that she had been put under 
‘house restriction.' howev- 
| er she pointed out that 
I restrictions placed on her 
r movement amount to un- 
lawful restraint” said the 
statement, dated Dec. 12. 

The statement further re- 
butted accusations from the 
ruling State Law and Order 
Restoration Council 
(SLORC) that the NLD 
was connected to the stu- 
dent unrest. High-ranking 
junta officials have com- 
pared the recent demon- 
strations to the civilian pro- 
democi icy demonstrations 
of 1988 which were 
crushed by the military. 

“The NLD supports all _ 
calls for justice and human ® 
rights and we sympathise 
with the grievances of the 
students but we strongly 
protest against unsubstanti- 
ated accusations,” said the 
statement. 

In the past two weeks, 
students have demonstrat- 
ed in the city’s streets for 
the release of student pris- 
oners and the right to set up 
a union. 

While they have made no 
mention of Ms 1 . Suu Kyi, 
protesters have carried a 
portrait of her late father, 
the Burmese independence 
hero Aung San, and chant- 
ed pro-democracy slogans. 

Rangoon was quiet Sun- 
day although there was still a 
high security presence and , 

restrictions on access to the J 

Yangon (Rangoon) Institute f- 
of Technology in the north of ' 3 
the city and at the Institute of 
Medicine downtown. 

Armed troops have been 
patrolling the city at night- 
ime and five tanks that 
were driven into the 'city 
Friday were still parked in 
front of City Hall, with 
combat-ready soldiers. 

Burmese observers said 
that the tanks were intend- 
ed as a show of force to de- 
ter students still staying in 
the city. Most students 
have been sent home, after 
their classes were suspend? 
e d at the start of the week; 

Students staged a daring 
march through the city two 
weeks ago and up toJ^Q0_. 
protesters gathered for a 
sit-down protest by the 
main university campus- ; 
last Friday night, which j 

was violently broken up by j 

riot police and troops. • • • j 
This was followed by ajM 
wave of smaller student de- ' < 
monstrations. which now' 
appear to have subsided, as 
authorities have sought ro 
isolate campuses and prvisrt 
protesters from regrouping* - j 
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Ship crashes into New Orleans riverfront mall 


NEW ORLEANS iRt — A 
freighter loaded with grain 
slammed imu a crowded 
riverfront casino aiid shop- 
ping area Saturday in New 
OrlcaD* after apparently lo- 
sing power as it headed out 
ti i sea, officials said. 

Dozens of people were 
injured as ceilings gave way- 
in I he upscale New Orleans 
Riverwalk Shopping Mall 
along the Mississippi River. 

The Coast Guard was 
using infrared scanners to 
search for possible victims 
in the fast-moving water 
and the rubble of the mall, 
but officials said there were 


known fatalities in the after- 
noon accident. 

“The latest new s is ili.it 
there are rn> confirmed fata- 
lities.” New Orleans Mayor 
Marc Mortal said. "They've 
conducted for several hums 
search and rescue operations, 
rut have not .<« of yet been 
able to locate any thins, -> n we 
have our fingers crossed that 
in tiw end there won't be any 
fatalities." 

May oral spoke s woman 

Michele Moore said 111 
people were treated at hos- 
pitals. mostly for minor 
injuries. Two people had 
serious injuries. 


Harbour Police and U.S. 
Coast Guard spokesmen ini- 
tially reported as many as 
six dead in the accident, 
which occurred while the 
mall was filled with tourists 
and holiday shoppers. 

Witnesses said the Liber- 
inn-registered freighter MV 
Brightfiehi was sounding 
warnings with blasts from 
its horn and shot a flare into 
the sky just before its bow 
slummed into the elevated 
strip of stores overlooking 
the river. 

"We saw the boat coming 
right towards us. 1 thought it 
was just going to dock. 


Then I realised that u was 
out of control, and I saw u 
just about before it hit the 
dock and then it caine 
through the window of that 
cajun shop and then the roof 
collapsed on ton of us." said 
one tourist, scratched but 
otherwise unhurt. 

The ship hit the Riverwalk 
Wharf from the left side of its 
bow anil then scraped along 
the seawall, finally Mopping 
parallel to the wall. Tugs 
were holding the ship in place 
while rescuers searched for 
victims, and the ship's hull 
appeared to he holding up (he 
heavily damaged structure. 


1 killed , 18 injured in Swiss cable car crash 
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ZURICH iR i — Skiers screened and reared for their lives 
when a malfunction sent their cable cars crushing onto a 
Swiss mountainside at the weekend, crushing a local guide. 

Authorities blamed a broken axle on a giant winch for 
suddenly releasing tension on the cable, sending three eon- 
, dolus plummeting to the ground Saturday at Riedcraip in 
the southwestern canton of Valais. 

. ’ .Eigitteen people were injured, two of them seriously. 

"li was terrible." Fritz Mueller. 61, told the Sonntagsblick 
newspaper. "We plunged without any warning. Everyone 
was screaming. We bit the ground several times and then 
were catapulted back up." 


His daughter Silvia added: *T screamed the whole time. 
And I thought: this is the end. I am going to die." 

Former Swiss ski acrobat Art Furrer. who owns a hotel in 
the resort, skied down the mountain after the accident to 
comfort the injured Swiss and German skiers. 

“Most of the people in the gondolas were covered with 
blood.” he told the newspaper. 

At one point. he found, a.pair of .ski bdous ,pnder one cur. 
They belonged to his friend Franz-Xaver Leiggener, 36, a 
local ski instructor and mountain guide who was crushed to 
death. 

“I could only cry," Mr. Furrer recalled. 
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OSCE would face difficulties 
in Belgrade mediation bid 


BELGRADE t Agencies i — 
Western medui>.*iN risk be- 
ing dr.tun inin .1 dispute 
between President Slubo- 
d.m Milosevic and the Ser- 
bian opposition iu which 
the two sides are standing 
firm on irreconcilable de- 
m.md.s over Iasi munrh’s lo- 
cal elections. 

The independent Serbian 
news agency Foucl citing 
State Depaiimetit sources in 
Wasliinpton. said Sunday 
dial a delegation of ihe Or- 
ganisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, 
ei nnprising represen tali v cs 
of" several European coun- 
tries. the United Stales anil 
Canada, was due in Bel- 
grade within a week at the 
latesl. 

The OSCE has been invit- 
ed by Mr. Milosevic t*» send 
mediators u* Belgrade to 
fiud a way out of the crisis 
in which hundreds til thou- 
sands of Jen ion si rail ir- 
have taken to the streets 
daily to protest at the can- 
cellation of elections the 
opposition wa.s initially 
declared to have won. 

Opposition leaders are 
standing by ilieir demand 
that the r. -uhs ot the Nm. 

I "7 be upheld .md rejecting 
talks vuh the authorities 
unless the poll results .ire 
ratified. 

Mr. Milosevic, while ap- 
parently cMcnding jut olive 
branch with his mediation 
offer, has show n no sign of 
accepting a humiliating 
climhdown on ihe election 

reMilis 


The New Defiiocra. v Par- 
ty. allied t-. Mr. Mil.<*e\icN 
Social is! i Si'S i party, said 
Sunday it evjvcied the 
OSCE mission to "clc.e r.t:- 

meruits illusions, not only 

;m -e of local potentate-" 
— a reference to SPS offi- 
cials who have refused !«• 
acknowledge their electoral 
defeat — "Bin also those of 
the opposition." 

The mission "must m u --j 
the truth (abt»ui the elec- 
tions) and restore peace and 
confidence »n inMitu-iuns." 

The oppiisiiuiii in ‘W ever 
was keeping up ihe momen- 
tum uf its protests, -.s it*: a! 

least ^ii(t.lhi!i peopie turn- 
iiig out Saturday f>r ::c 
26th straight day ufprore*: . 
and a Surther uentonarativ, •: 
e' peeled Sunday, jmc V,..- 
shingiun expressed doubt 
:ltut an OSCE -.‘.■.—•..in 
woukl help m ease tnc cri- 
sis. 

However State !X*nari- 
men: spuke-itian Nicholas 
Bunts -aid Friday the L i;i- 
ted Slates would :hinf. over 
tile Serbian invitation !-• the 
OSCE, adding that any del- 
egation to Belgrade shoe id 
he led by ,i "prom mem in- 
ternet ionai figure." 

The 15 heads of slate and 
government ul the Euro- 
pean Lniuit meeting :n 
Dublin last week express • J 
approval of tlte medial u.-r, 
mission. 

Belgrade is a uming o:» 
the VVestem perception of 
its crucial role in upholding 
ihe Dayton Peace Accords 

in Bosnia- Hercegovina ,<> 


ensure support t.ii its 
stance. ,ii)d the dal!} No-, o-- 

ti Sunday uuoicd a si;*!e- 
llV.T.l by ihe sjrri," - eiv iiian 
:c;:rsc:;:a!ive in Bosnia. 
C^rl Biiui. vi arm ire il'.al 
"the internal ion:: I wviimv.:- 
miy has no interest m seeing 

Serbia collapse." 

The Serbian opposition, 
which ha- received numer- 
ous expression- ol suppoj-; 
!rom the VVj-t. is also coau- 
:mg on im-cmaiional pre»- 
sure to !* -ree j cJijnhJuvvn 
rr.'ia Mr. Milosevic. ».’*:, 
Saturday Mr BilJt's deputy 
Michael Siei.ier -.mi that 
:i;r v. i-rid communitv 
-r- Lsf.J : t!iy siippitn tile op- 
t -'"i '.-i cc ii lands winch 
iaT; "r.T.-e.tli legiia'iitiic 

The Belgrade .luthoiit.*.-' 
>r, r urn a-cti-ed ihe 

v»p;v siiii a i-.; seeking fiaar- 
.ai! fii iti if.— v. I'.ited 

s:_ie-. a::J >■!’ Friday she 
V.iy'.'d.;. i.di. the party : 
Mr Muo-cmc's im1ucn;:.:i 
wife Mir.i XL'i'ko*. ie. urjed 
" >Sv:i'ng .u'. in*, jsiig.itin;, ;«> 
deieimine if the op;v-.ita-n 
p-.i'iic* ha.- iven financed 
wfid polilic.ilb Mippinted 
:r.:m ..h;.uJ." 

Sonic jiplomai- fe.ir mo 
iriuen prvs'iirc »».* Mr. 

Mtii'sc ■. ii Ci>aki vau-c :: 
blood oath in Serbia, .m 
irvage the .luthoritiv. ate 
auic’.ly keen to foster a-, j 
Jcterrem to the opposition. 
Bli! police have so fai icept a 
I*, v profile :n face ui die 
protests. 

in uddilion to the Bel- 
grade demonsirations. thou- 
sirds of people held pru- 


'-.•sts m 17 inajui i-'wrts and. 
eiiics which wstf« '.heir i:i- 
du'irijl and calturu! re- 

soiaccs :t:,.ke up :hc so- 
called backbone o! Seihia. 
independent reports -aid. 

The author: ner. i:*:n:mi.%- 
mg :h«- si/.e uf the p.-ote-is. 
argued ? i the i lumber vt 
Je I'; i> '» i - 1 ra! • act on llted 
lor te-s than h- per cent ot 
Belgrade's popuLn.in ot 
'vm. mil !■.■]• oi Se:b::s'« ;v-p- 

ulaliou i*i ;n liiillinn. 

Bli M: Milo v-, ie * eha:t- 
•ees .<1 siii'ug i ii M :he epsix 
'•■ufi tile dc: n. ml. ..iii'ii- d'.\: 
■low. I :]>;\.-.ue,i h; lading 
ill '• se ■■ **:' I lie leil.u.i'.y o. 
file opp- s-iii-.-n a'-.d .,= l- 

racliolt i* ■ i-.i.aiy pe.-r ie a.d 
seine;. i:i" ''-iy •.ie.ill- j. *!:■ 
•he nr. 

".Not only they a:e it or 
Jii!:i::t*ni. g n.st \i.*v .cv 
gi'.idu.iliy gmv. |;v_ 't.e 

.d -jire.iJifig jeiv.ss Ser- 
bia.. Mr. N iih’se i ie -.vi! have 
.*> I'.i.I.e iii. n..»\c 
••“on." Western dtpioiiM: 

S.’lJ 

fine *•: 'he ie..- 

• ier.. s\ r.iit L >uuo ; e. '.*.;e 
' ' V*. c arc a i the be g i n 1 1 * r« *e • f 
a king load l<< the lulu re — 
v-e -.in di»en.s tile ;\.ce at 
which wc will move, but 
Jefitiiicl; Jiiet the dire. fi. *n.' 

\uk Draskovic, another 
opposition leader, said: "We 
had u!i lo-l all licpe as indi- 
viduals. hut together wc 
restored that hope. All of 
Serbia will s.vin he out in 
the streets." 


Taleban set conditions for ceasefire talks 


KABUL <R» — The rallied 
Islamic Talc ban Movement 
said Sunday :t would take 
pan in talk* on a ceasefire in 
Afghanistan's factional war- 
fare on condition no action 
was taken against its admin- 
istration or Islamic Law. 

. "VVc have conditions, for 
negotiations and a ceasefire." 
the acting information minis- 
ter in the Taleban administra- 
tion. Amir Khan Mutaqi, told 


journalists in Kabul. 

“Nobody should do any - 
thing against the establish- 
ment of the Islamic govern- 
ment which i> already in 
place or oppose the imple- 
mentation of Sharia < Islamic 
Law). 

"If these points are accept- 
ed. w e are ready for any bind 
of negotiations." 

He also rejected an opposi- 
tion demand that the capital 


•“...iuIJ be demilitarised. 

The bead ::te UN. Spe- 
cial Miist.m to Afghanistan. 
Dr. Norben Hot!, has been 
shuttling between the waning 
factions m an attempt to get 
them to sit down togeihei to 
find a peaceful solution to the 
lighting. 

The acting foreign minisier 
in ihe Taleban administration 
met a representative of north- 
ern Afghan leader General 


Ahdul Ra>iud Dx«stum in Pa- 
kistan last numb) narwhal the 

L'uiied Nations -icscribed a> 
"teehmeal-lev ei di wu<sions." 

The United Nations said the 
meeting w.i- jmieabie hut 
that no firm conclusions were 
reached. 

The United Nations propos- 
es that ihree representatives 
of the Taleban should meet 
three representatives of the 
opposition. 
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Battle to be won 

THE EUROPEAN Union’s tEU) reaction to Israel’s 
decision to boost settlements in the occupied 
Palestinian territories stressed an extremely signifi- 
cant point in the search for peace in the Middle East 
In addition to condemning the building of settle- 
ments as a violation of international law and a major 
obstacle to peace, the EU’s Dublin summit warned 
in a statement Saturday that the Israeli cabinet’s 
decision to expand settlements bas the dangerous 
impact of eroding confidence in the peace process. 

Hie European statement reflects a growing under- 
standing of the complexities of the efforts to build 
comprehensive peace in the region. It touches on the 
most important element without which peace cannot 
be attained: Building peace needs mutual confi- 
dence. 

This is exactly what the new Likud-led Israeli gov- 
ernment seems to be working against. The Israeli 
stand on Hebron, the reneging on commitments and 
the adamant refusal to heed the voice of reason are 
resulting in more than just delaying the peace 
process. They are subjecting the whole process to 
failure by injecting doubts and suspicion in the 
region's atmosphere. 

The Arabs cannot build peace with a party they do 
not trust Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu is giving reason after another to the 
Arabs to doubt his commitment to peace. He has to 
stop. 

Peace should not be left to the hardline ideologies 
and whims of a politician who has thus far demon- 
strated little willingness to get the peace process 
moving and even less understanding of the area and 
its needs. 

The Israelis have as much stake in the success of 
the pea ce pro cess as do theArabs. But the interna- 
tional community also has an interest in having 
peace and stability prevail in the region. 
Accordingly, the international community has to do 
its share in helping resolve the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The European reaction to the decision to expand 
settlements is a positive one. But it will not help 
unless it is followed up by actions that can affect the 
Israeli policies. Despite Israel’s rejection of a 
European role in the peace process, the continent is 
an important economic partner of Israel. Europe 
can use economic pressure to push Israel towards a 
less antagonistic position towards the peace process. 

By doing that, Europe will not just be helping the 
Palestinians who have suffered more than enough 
from Israeli occupation and arrogance. The EU will 
be helping the Israeli people who can only benefit 
from peace and will be helping itself and protecting 
its dear interests in the region. Saving the peace is a 
battle that must he taken by all those who can help 
win it. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE JORDANIAN AI MustakbaJ political party's call 
for a conference in Amman this week of political par- 
ties in the Arab World came under scrutiny from a 
writer for AI Ra’i daily who said the unprecedented 
meeting comes at a moment when the Arab countries 
are in disarray and facing a dismal future. Mufid 
Nahleh said the call for the meeting reflects Jordan's 
concern over the pan-Arab situation in light of the 
challenges posed to the nation by Israel's policies and 
prompted by the desire, on the parr of Jordanian polit- 
ical groups, to revive solidarity among Arab regimes. 
The meeting would come at a time when relations 
among some of these regimes are badly deteriorated, as 
a result of the past events in the Arab region, and so the 
political parties meeting here are called on to put forth 
ideas and proposals that can help reunify Arab ranks, 
he added. There is no doubt that the political parties 
which represent the left, the right and the centre realise 
too well the general situation prevailing in the Arab 
World and the dangers posed to the .Arabs by Israel’s 
practices, but so far they have proved impotent in deal- 
ing with this situation, perhaps because they have been 
acting individually, said the writer. He said that by tak- 
ing a collective stand, these parties could help Arab 
regimes transcend the present differences and divisions 
and embark on concrete actions to save their nation. 

A WRITER for A I Dustour called the attention of the 
Ministry of Health to the need of extending help to the 
Jordan University Hospital whose services, he said, 
have been shrinking and deteriorating due to growing 
pressure and depleted resources. Mohammad Daoud 
said that despite the loans and grants which the hospi- 
tal has been receiving, its general situation is a source 
of concern to the staff and the patients alike. The loans 
and other kind of assistance have failed to bring about 
the required improvement and many of the equipment 
which has been recently installed in the hospital 
proved no better than the old one. often breaking down 
and depriving patients of the needed care and treat- 
ment. charged the writer. He pointed out that many of 
the drugs are often in short supply, that many of the 
qualified doctors and nurses quit their jobs seeking bet- 
ter positions elsewhere and that the hospital lacks effi- 
cient management. The writer said that only a miracle 
can solve these problems if the ministry fails to come 
to the hospital’s rescue. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Jordan will benefit from opening its 
capital markets to foreign investors 


JORDAN IS viewed by many as an emerging market, a 
fact it always emphasises. However, with such advertis- 
ing comes fame and the risk of attracting international 
stock market brokers. As in all stock markets of emerging 
economies (considered as gold mines by international 
investors) the Amman Financial Market t AFM) will soon 
become a source of apprehension to policy makers as they 
weigh the risks and advantages of having Jordanian 
stocks accessed by international investors. 

On the one hand, opening the AFM to foreign invest- 
ment funds will be viewed'by many as a clear signal of 
Jordan's intent to globalise the economy and bring forth a 
new source of increased demand for Jordanian stocks, 
which should raise the prices of those stocks that are rated 
highly by international brokers. 

On the other hand, international investors can subject 
the AFM to external risks, that will be beyond the control 
of the Jordanian market and institutional forces. 

The Securities Law, which has recently been approved 
by the Cabinet, is an excellent example of one of the pos- 
itive steps taken by the government, the AFM and the 
nation at large towards becoming an internationally com- 
petitive country. 

By streamlining procedures and standardising practices 
to make them consistent with international standards 
Jordan is opening its stock market to those wily legions of 
highly paid stockbrokers in London and Newark who are 
also more technically and financially capable than most of 
the domestic investors. (Already, the slocks of one 
Jordanian, two Egyptian and 75 Israeli firms are listed on 
the New York Stock Exchange NYSE). 

The June-July fluctuations of the Wall Street have 
stirred old fears among policy makers in most developing 
countries of opening up their domestic stock markets, in 


which over 19,000 stocks are listed, to foreign investors, 
especially that share prices will become volatile, causing 
wild swings at the first sign of trouble. 

Small problems can be escalated to great magnitudes, 
sometimes unnecessarily, as footloose investors cash their 
funds and disappear. Should Jordan reverse its policy? 
According to die World Bank research paper “Stock mar- 
kets. banks and economic growth.” which attempted to 
address the question of stock market development and 
economic development, the answer is negative. 

The authors of the article, upon reviewing stock markets 
in 49 countries over 28 years, have determined the fol- 
lowing: 

• Liquidity of the stock market is very closely related to 
economic growth. Savers prefer highly liquid markets 
which allow them the opportunity to sell their shares eas- 
ily if they want to and where firms are allowed access to 
long-term capital through issuing equities. Thus, liquid 
markets are able to attract more funds than other markets. 

• According to the study, countries with highly liquid 
stock markets have enjoyed higher rates of growth and 
higher productivity growth than countries with relatively 
low liquidity markets. 

• There is no strong link between the size of the stock 
market and economic growth. In other words, the capital- 
isation ratio that some analysts view so highly has no 
seeming effect on the growth of the economy. 

■ There is no strong link between stock market volatili- 
ty and economic growth. The increase in volatility, due to 
liberalisation of capital markets, is short term and has lit- 
tle or no effect on growth. However, since the increase in 
liquidity is strongly related to economic growth, it will be 
advantageous for jordan. in the long run, to open its cap- 
ital markets to foreign investors. 


Storm erupts over Bar-Illan’s 
criticism of U.S. columnist 


By David Makovsky 

The following article is 
reprinted from the Dec. 5. 
1996 issue of the Jerusalem 
Post: 

THERE WAS angry reac- 
tion last night to remarks 
made by Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahus 
Communication Director 
David Bar-lllan. who 
branded New York Times 
foreign affairs columnist 
Tom Friedman "an anti- 
Zionist" and someone 
whom he hoped would not 
be invited to address 
American Jewish organisa- 
tional functions. 

When reached for reac- 
tion last night. Bar-lllan 
stood firmly behind his 
characterisation of 

Friedman, but denied that 
he pressured any organisa- 
tion not to invite the colum- 
nist as a speaker. 

Abraham Foxman. inter- 


national director of the 
Anti-Defamation League 
(ADL). said such remarks 
were a "sad day for Israel." 
and voiced hope that the 
Netanyahu government was 
not developing "enemies 
list" as existed during the 
Nixon administration. 
Foxman noted that the ADL 
invited Netanyahu to speak 
when he was in the opposi- 
tion. when there were voic- 
es urging that he not be 
invited. 

Zalman Shoval. ambas- 
sador to Washington during 
the Shamir government, 
said last night: "Often. I did 
not and do not agree with 
Tom’s views, such as his 
persistent support of Labour 
during our election cam- 
paign. However, I never 
thought he was hostile to 
Israel. To the contrary. I 
respected his intellectual 
honesty. He was one of the 
journalists whom I met with 
on a regular basis in 


Washington. The question 
of him being invited to an 
ADL dinner is an internal 
American Jewish affair, and 
none of the state of Israel's 
business." 

Teddy Kollek, former 
mayor of Jerusalem, said: 
"From the articles l read, 
my sense is that Friedman 
calls it like he sees it. His 
writing style often illumi- 
nates the broader, picture. 
You cannot say that he is an 
anti-Zionist. You cannot say 
that every one who does not 
agree with us 100 per cent 
is immediately tarnished 
with a brush of being a per- 
manent opponent." 

The name-calling began 
after one of the heads of the 
Zionist Organisation of 
America objected to 
Friedman addressing the 
ADL. An American Jewish 
weekly newspaper followed 
up by contacting Bar-lllan. 
and asked him to comment. 
Last night. Bar-lllan 


defended his stance, but 
denied contacting any 
Jewish organisation. 

"The Forward called me 
lost week and asked if I 
thought it was a good 
choice to invite Friedman to 
be a keynote speaker at the 
annual ADL dinner. My 
personal opinion is no. but 1 
would never think of trying 
to talking the ADL out of 
inviting him.” . 

“It is my opinion that 
Friedman is an anti-Zionist. 
.Anybody who writes that 
the administration needs 
someone like Jim Baker to 
twist the amis and break the 
knuckles of Israel's prime 
minister and dismisses the 
security concerns of Israel 
is. in my view, an anti- 
Zionist. period." 

Ironically, earlier this 
week Friedman was the 
guest at a dinner given by 
Netanyahu's envoy to 
Washington. Eliyahu Ben- 
El issar. 


Hamas leans towards 
pragmatic approach to Israel 


By Wafa Amr 

GAZA iRi — After a long 
internal debate. ;he Islamic 
Hamas movement in Gaza is 
leaning towards a pragmatic 
approach to Israel and away 
from the more militant posi- 
tions of its leadership in exile. 
Hamas officials said on Sunday. 

Members of the group, which 
is behind suicide bombings 
against Israelis aimed at wreck- 
ing Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace 
agreements, announced at a 
rally in Gaza on Friday guide- 
lines of a new political pro- 
gramme advocating peaceful 
opposition to die deals. 

"We will not use violence to 
oppose Oslo agreements.” 
Sayyed Abu Musameh. among 
the group's most influential fig- 
ures in Gaza, told Reuters. 

Hamas officials said they 
expected the programme to be 
opposed by hardliners in the 
West Bank and Gaza and 
abroad, but were keen on main- 
taining relations with the lead- 
ership in exile which dominates 
financial matters and interna- 
tional relations. 

Officials said the programme 
did not mention jihad (holy war 
or struggle t against Israel, but 
fell short of clearly stating that 
current policy was to freeze 
military activities because lead- 
ers feared a backlash from 
Hamas hawks and needed lime 
to explain the new- policies to 
the group's grassroots support- 
ers. 

Hamas leaders also 
announced that the group in 
Gaza would elect a new polit- 
buro. 

“We have taken the first step 


towards moving the decision- 
making power to Gaza and the 
West Bank and towards trans- 
forming into a pragmatic move- 
ment on the ground, whereby 
Hamas will deal more with 
political issues." Hamas official 
Ghazi Hamad told Reuters. 

Hamas, created in the Gaza 
Strip by the politically passive 
Muslim Brotherhood in I9S7. 
views interim PLO-lsracl peace 
deals beginning with the 1993 
Oslo agreement as a sellout 
because they did not give 
Palestinians their own state. 

The group's charter calls for 
jihad as the only means to liber- 
ate all of what was the British 
mandate Palestine and does not 
recognise the state of Israel. 

A simultaneous crackdown 
on Hamas by Israel and the 
PLO following suicide attacks 
that killed scores of Israelis in 
February and March weakened 
the group and deepened divi- 
sions between pragmatists and 
hawks. 

The pragmatists wanted to 
freeze attacks, saying they led 
to the group's marginalisation. 

Hamas officials said the call 
by exiled leaders to continue 
confrontational policies harmed 
members of the group living 
under occupation and in 
Palestinian self-rule areas. 

“Hamas was undergoing a 
development process in line 
with changes surrounding it. 
however we are not trying to 
isolate the leadership in exile 
because it is pan of the move- 
ment." .said the group's 
spokesman Mahmoud AI 
Zahhar. 

"Hamas's new political 
vision stems front the fact that 
it is not a rigid movement. It 


started out as Muslim 
Brotherhood with preaching 
duties during the phase of 
establishing its institutions. 
Then it used the gun when it 
was needed. Now it is also 
changing." he told Reuters. 

The modified programme 
announced on Friday contained 
parts of the 19S7 Hamas charter 
and new elements including: 

— Recognising the establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state on 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
with Arab East Jerusalem as its 
capital and considering the lib- 
eration of any occupied land an 
achievement. 


— Accepting the principle of 
peace with Israel to achieve 
comprehensive peace in the 
region. 

— Peaceful opposition to 
PLO-Isracli peace deals and 
reconciliation with the 
Palestinian National Authority. 

Mr. Abu Musameh said a 
decision on military activities 
would be announced by the 
movement’s top leadership. 

Hamas officials said that 
while jihad was a basic princi- 
ple of Islam, it should mu be 
activated if it caused Muslims 
more harm than good. 


LETTERS 


No betrayal of trust 

To the Editor: 

IT WAS with great concern that I read the article “Petra in 
danger of natural collapse, geologist warns: conservation 
group attempts to remedy situation" (Jordan Times. Dec. 7. 
1906) on the dangers of collapse of the monuments in Petra. 

Having just returned from a week-long, most enjoyable 
visit to Petra. I can confirm Dr. Fischer’s findings of 
advanced water erosion affecting a great number of Petra's 
facades. 

In light of the plans to expand water supply to new hotels 
in the Petra region, it is of the utmost importance that an 
overriding priority he given to Petra's lung-term preservation 
rather than to short-term increases in tourist revenue. 

Jordan holds in trust for the world one of the most signifi- 
cant sites in human history whose conservation has become 
a matter of urgency. The Jordanian authorities should give 
their full support ro the joint Jordanian-German project for 
the preservation and restoration of one of the great wonders 
of the world. 

David Stephens. 

Belgium. 


Human Rights File 


‘Jordanians are 

part of the 
Arab Nation’ 


By Waleed M. Sadi 

THE JORDANIAN 
Constitution states in 
Article 1 .that 
Jordanians are an inte- 
gral part of the Arab 
Nation. Article 24( I ) 
stipulates that the peo- 
ple are the source of 
authority. We all know 
that the* Constitution's 
provisions are supreme 
and supersede every' 
other law. whether 
domestic or treaty law. 
and all policy consid- 
erations. That being 
the case, what are the 
legal and political 
implications of these 
provisions on the con- 
duct of Jordan’s for- 
eign policy vis-a-vis 
the other Arab states 
and peoples, on one 
hand, and the state of 
Israel, with which it 
signed a peace treaty, 
on the other? 

If the reference to 
Jordanians as part of 
the Arab Nation is only 
an article of abstract 
faith in the Arab 
Nation and the ulti- 
mate goal of Arab 
unity, with no legal or 
political ramifications 
intended, then the con- 
stitutional issue on this 
subject becomes 
benign. 

It must be recalled 
that the Constitution 
was drafted and adopt- 
ed when the legacy of 
the Great " Arab 
Revolution of Sharif 
Hussein was still fresh 
in our minds. Those 
were the times when 
Arab nationalism and 
Arab unification were 
still prime movers in 
Arab thinking. 

Much time has 
elapsed since those 
early days, and one 
barely hears anything 
nowadays about Arab 
nationalism or Arab 
unity, as if they were 
relics of the idealistic 
past better kept dor- 
mant. 

If this view is a faith- 
ful reflection of current 
events and circum- 
stances in the Arab 
World, then the propo- 
sition that Jordanians 
are part of the Arab 
Nation carries little 
legal or political 
weight in these modem 
times. It also means 
that Jordan's 

Constitution does not 
stipulate absolute legal 
and political responsi- 
bilities towards the 
other Arab peoples and 
countries. 

If the contrary opin- 
ion is upheld instead, 
namely, that the first 
and second articles of 
the Constitution are so 
organic that thev are 
still alive and refevanr 
for all times, then their 
implications need to be 
articulated and mea- 
sured anew to see how 
they may be relevant to 
contemporary inter- 
Arab relations or. bet- 
ter still, how this arti- 
cle of faith in the Arab 
Nation would affect 
the peace treaty with 
Israel should ' Arab- 
Israeli relations 

become strained once 
again and should an 
armed conflict flare 
up 

Egypt recently staled 
that it may not stay idle 
should a war break out 
between Israel and 
Syria, even though it 
has signed and ratified 
a peace treaty in 1979. 
There is no way to teli 
how serious this pro- 
nouncement is and 
whether, in fact. Cairo 
is willing or able to 
wage war against 
Israel if bad comes to 
worst and Syria and 
Israel find themselves 
engulfed in a major 
war. J 

The likelihood of a 


war breaking out 
between Israel and 
Syria, though, is no 
more remote or far- 
fetched. But the likeli- 
hood of Cairo joining 
the battlefield may or 
may not be just a fig- 
ment of imagination. 
Most probably, though, 
there is not much that 
the Egyptian armed 
forces can do, even if 
they wanted to, as long 
as the Sinai desert 
remains off limits to 
them under the peace 
treaty with Israel. 

The Egyptian decla- 
ration of support to 
Svria in case of a war 
breaking out naturally 
caused "an uproar in 
Israel but soon dissi- 
pated when it was 
realised that the 
Egyptian declaration 
was only meant to be a 
pressure tactic against 
Israel rather than any- 
thing else. 

The Egyptian consti- 
tution also happens to 
state in its first Article 
that Egyptians form a 
part ofThe Arab Nation 
and strives to realise its 
comprehensive unity. 
As much as we ail 
would wish it. it is not 
so certain, though, that 
the Egyptian authori- 
ties had this provision 
in mind when they 
declared their support 
for Syria. 

More mundane rea- 
sons. such as political 
factors, must have 
been behind Cairo’s 
..surprising. . move., to 
pressure Israel. 

• -As far-fetched as an 
Egyptian-Syrian unifi- 
cation may seem for 
the timebein« 2 . it is not 
totally outside the 
realm of the possible to 
assume that the two 
countries might 

declare once again a 
unity of sorts along the 
lines of their first 
attempt at unification 
in the early sixties. 

With Egypt armed 
with a peace treaty 
with the Jewish state 
and Syria still locked 
in a political and mili- 
tary hostile posture 
with it over the Golan 
Heights, all sorts of 
scenarios could be 
envisioned for a new 
Israeli-Egyptian- 
Syrian relationship. 

What would, for 
instance, be the impact 
of the peace treaty on 
the Golan Heights as a 
territory that becomes 
part and parcel of an 
Egyptian-Syrian feder- 
ation? 

Closer to home, to 
what extent would 
Jordan remain aloof 
regarding events and 
circumstances sur- 
rounding Israeli- 
Svrian relations, or 
Israel i-Palestinian 
relations for that mat- 
ter, when, by virtue of 
Article 1 0 f the 
Constitution. 

Jordanians are pan of 
the Arab Nation? If we 
are organically inter- 
twined with all the 
other Arab peoples, 
then it stands to reason 
that their future 
becomes our future 
and vice-versa. 

These considerations 
need to be aired out in 
the open at one stage 
or another. There is "no 
existing clearcut lan- 
guage in the Jordanian- 
Jsraeli peace treaty that . 
forecloses all options if 
a regional war breaks 
out. 

Raising these issues, ■ 
theoretical as they 
may seem for the 
moment, would help 
us avoid finding our- : . 
selves at a crossroads. , 
that few of us may 
have envisioned. 
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Israeli planes strike 3 times at Lebanon 


Dulaimis claim attack on Uday Hussein Security official explains refusal of entry 


RASH AY A. Lebanon i Agencies i — Israeli aircraft 
;,r su»pwlcd guerrilla targets m southeast Lebanon on Sun- 
day. firing a down rockets into bills used as hideout., hx 
guerrillas, security sources \.iid 

Liryc columns ol smoke rose trom the remote, rocks hill- 
sides after the planes struck three times m five minutes. but 
there were no immediate reports ol’ casualties 

The raids followed a clash between Israels and 

guerrillas on Frivlav m Israel s south Lebanon i>cv. upatioti 
zone in which two guerrillas were kilL-d. according to 
sources with the pro-Israeli south Lebanon .inns militia. 

Israel protested on Saturday that Kaimsha r^kets were 
fired Iron! Lebanon into northern Isiaef on Fridas. It com- 
plained to a five-nation monitoring group that the rockets 
violated an April ceasefire understanding. 

An Israeli aims general .md a soldier were slicliili 
injured in Sunday's attack. 

Major General Eli Amiai. iie.i-J o! the Israeli army liaison 
unit in south Lebanon, was part «>! a conun.itui convoy that 
was attacked kite Saturday m the eeutial aiea of the zone. 

A bomb exploded in the convoy's p.uj-, on a road in the 
central area of Israel s sell-decl.uvd "security /one" and 
then the attackers fired automatic we.ipnijs and anti-tank 
rockets, security officials in the area said. 

The general was injured in the loot .md then quickly 


Palestinians welcome EU 
criticism of Israeli policy 

GAZA U1V <AFP» — T!ie Palestinian Nationa! 
Authority on Sunday hailed a European Union decla- 
ration which criticised Israeli settlements in the occu- 
pied territories. 

"Tile conclusions of the Dublin iEL'i summit ... 
which underlined the ngh: of Palestinians t.» sclt- 
dcteniiiitation and enuewd the Israeli sefiietueti! pol 
icy ... arc posirjic and v.msiiucii'.e." said N'abiS Ahu 
Rudeina. advisor lo Paicstmi.'-i President Y.tsser 
Arafat. 

"The European position supports the peaie proves* 
as well as the view of the Palestinian Authority and die 
Palestine Liberal ion Organisation 1 PLO 1 which are 
continuing their efforts to bring a total and just peace 
in the region." he told AFP. 

The EU on .Saturday expressed concern that building 
more Jewish settlements in Palestinian territories 
would erode confidence in the peace pioccsv 

"Tile settlements are contrary to international law 
and constitute a major obstacle to peace." the 15 EU 
heads of state and government said in a statement after 
a two-day summit in Dublin. 

Tlie Israeli government or, Friday declared the West 
Bank settlements "national priority" /ones which 
granrs them tax breaks and subsidies, in retaliation for 
an attack that killed two Jewish settlers. 

The Palestinian legislative council described the 
decision as "dangerous" and called for Palestinians to 
prepare for confrontation. 

Some 140,000 settlers live in about 145 West Bunk 
and Ga/a Strip settlements. 


evacuated and the soldier, who sulfered slight injuries, was 
also taken to hospital, an army spokesman said. 

The fighting lelt twu Hizhnllah guerrillas dead, officials 
said A sjuikesiu.m loi Mi/luiHah's military wing, tile Islam- 
ic Resistance, claimed iesjK»iisibilits lor the attack on the 
convoy, which Ik* said was carrying senior Israeli officers. 

However. the .spokesman cuulJ not coiiftiiu ihe deaths of 
the guerrillas. On Friday, rockets were tired from villages 
near the southern Lebanese port city oi tyre into northern 
Israel, in what was the lit si attack since a ceasefire 
between Israel and Hi/.holiab hi April. 

However. Hi/boll.ih denied they had tired the rockets, 
w Inch caused no damage or casualties. 

'ihe weekend military activity in South Lebanon — the 
last active Arab- Israeli hattlelroiit - - caused concern in 
Beil tit oil the eve of U.S.-spoiisiired donors conference in 
Washington ai which Lebanon will ,eek up to S5 billion in 
lecniisiincliou aid. 

Lebanese officials argue ih.it their country deserves 
iin.nK ini help and investment alter making a huge eifon to 
rehuild and to restore economic, poliiical. social and secu- 
rity stability in the country in the past lour year*.. 

Beirut newspapers noted gloomily that the weekend 
fighting in ihe south did the country '*■ image no good in the 
cycs ol jioteiitial Jonuis as the conlerencc approached. 

Jordan sent strong message to Israel 


(Oifiltitiu-il 1mm page 12 1 

"ides not to suit ice them- 
selves with meie state- 
ments hut to take practical 
measures to hung pressure 
to Ivar ujhjii the Israeli 
government to halt such 
P» •hey" 

Jordanian Israeli rela- 
tions, be s.ud. are going 
tliiougli a difficult stage. 

"I do not need to say that 
the du lei cnees between the 
two sides over the Israeli 
settlement policy aiv big 
and clear lo all. But we will 
spaie no effort to convince 
the Israeli government that 
its settlement policies will 
have serious coiise- 
i|uenccs. We are talking on 
basic principles adopted 
since the Madrid confer- 
ence and we ate stressing 
that any party that commits 
a violation of these rights 
is to he condemned -- 
whether it is Israel or any 
other party. We believe 
that these basic rights have 
nut been respected by 
Israel with regard to the 
Hebron question or the 
other provisions concern- 
ing the transitional stage 
and also w it h regard to the 


settlement policy because 
such violations make the 
jxmcc process void and 
contravene ihe basic prin- 
ciple of exchanging land- 
fill -peace.” 

Hi. Muasher said Jot- 
dan's position had been 
deeply appreciated ivy w ide 
scums ol the Israeli p»>hti 
cal organisations and the 
genet al j'ubhc which 
appreciates the Jnidaiiiun 
mission of giving 

niomcmmn to die jvace 
process. 

Referring to the case of 
detainees who will benefit 
from the special Royal par- 
don. the minister said there 
was no delay in this mai- 
ler. 

The sjiecinlised commit- 
tee dealing with this issue 
has endorsed the principle 
of their release hut there 
was need for more time to 
siuily each individual case 
separately, he said. He said 
the list of detainees to be 
freed as reported in the 
local press was inaceuraic. 
Once the list is finalised it 
will be referred to the 
Council of Ministers for 
approval, he ‘said. 


I Cun tinned fruin page 1) 

had claimed responsibility 
for the attack in statements 
distributed in Rum.tdi and 
Baghdad. 

Bay an Jabr. a SCIRI Jclc- 
gaii* iu Damascus, said he 

I lad infoimatioli that “L'day 
is m a very critical condi- 
tion " 

Arrested in November 
! lk »4 for plotting against 
the governniem. 

Moham.imd Ma/lum 
Dukumi was executed 
despite a pionii'C that Sad- 
dam Hussein gave to his 
laiuiiy to pardon him. The 
return of his b.idty -mutilat- 
ed body provoked bloody 
riots in May lx>95 in Knma- 
di. the capital of the Anhar 
prov nice vvesi oj Baghdad 
and -atone hold of the 

Dulaimi clan. 

L’Jav. 55. was shot and 
wounded while driving hi, 
car Thursday evening in the 
wealth', -\l Nlansour dis- 


trict of Baghdad and admit- 
tedio bc*n Sin:: Hospita! in 
the capital. 

in Beirut. Al D.ivua. a 
Shiite Muslim opposition 
party, claimed responsibili- 
ty tor die attack. 

L-Jav was well enough 
Sunday to telephone his 
Country's soccer team in 
Ahu Dhahi to wish them 
luck during the Asian Cup. 
Iraq's Youth Television 
said. 

“Uday iHiissemi congrat- 
ulated ihe national team tor 
its efforts and indicated he 
expected good results" ai 
the tournament which has 
been taking place in the 
United Arab Emirates 
i LAE i since Dec. 4. h 
said. Iraq played the U.AE 
on Sunday in the quarter- 
final and lost 1 -f.i. L’day 
juris Youth Television and 
Babel new sp.tpet and is 
chairman of the country \ 
Olympic Connmucc and 
Football Federation. 


i Continued from page 1 1 cnees as editors of inves- 


Gulf papers warn Annan 
over U.S. influence 


Dl'IlA! iR. — Gulf Aiub 

new ' papers on Sunday 
uiged Ghana's Kofi Annan, 
elected as the new I N 
Secretary -genera!. i« • ensure 
the organisation did not turn 
into au iiistuuiicnl of the 
l .S. government. 

Saudi Arabia's Al Riyadh 
daily said U.S threats 
v. nliholJ its financial coni- 
iiiitiiienis to the L nited 
Nations rendered the "selec- 
tion and departure of the 
organisation's secretary- 
general an American deci- 
sion. " 

The issue at the 
international organisation i.s 
not in the departure of peo- 
ple and selection ot replace- 
ments but. in its basic rules 
and the American hegemo- 
ny over it." the paper said. 

Khaieej Times of die 
United Arab Emirates said 
Mr. Annan "will have to 
prove to tlie other members 
of the Security Council thjt 
he is nor ;m American pup- 


pet." 

"Being an old U.\. hand 
aild all insider. lie will have 
i* • guard against \V ashing - 
:on\ plan to make him 
something ol' a chief admin- 
istrative officer." it jJdeJ. 

Mi Annan. 5X. who heads 
l N peacekeeping opera- 
tions. won the unanimous 
support of the 1 5 -member 
Security Council uii Friday 
after France dropped its pre- 
v ious veto threat. 

Mr. Annan will take over 
on Jan. 1 from Egypt's 
Boutros Gliali who sought a 
second term but was vetoed 
by the United States. 

"Annan was under-secre- 
tary general for peacekeep- 
ing during the LI.N.'s most 
recent foul-ups in Somalia 
and Bosnia, so the question 
has to he asked if Annan has 
learnt from mistakes made." 
said the l-AE's English-lan- 
guage daily Gulf News. 


into enemies with bitter 
tec lings," Dr. Sharif said. 

The two-day workshop, 
organised by the Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation and 
Hori/on Cultural Centre, 
aimed at training journal- 
ists from dailies, weeklies 

and Jordan Radio on how to 
write an investigative 
report. 

The three editors were 
scheduled, along with chief 
editor of Egyptian newspa- 
per Al Ahrani. Salahedilin 
Hafez, who arrived on 
Thursday, to lecture the 
participants on various sub- 
jects and on their e.xperi- 


ngative reports. 

Dr. Sharif claimed in his 
article that Mr. Khouri or 
A! Naltur was also denied 
entry at Queen Alia 
International Airport early 
Thursday. 

But the .security official 
denied it. "Only Mr. 
Salman was turned hack." 
said the official. 

"We had no problem w iih 
Rajeh t khouri t. who was 
reported to have been 
denied entry as well." said 
the official. "He. and the 
other Lebanese journalist 
* George Trudi chose on 
their own to go hack in sol- 
idaritv with Mr. Salman." 


Businessmen seek inclusion of Jordanian 
input in U.S.-Palestlnian free-trade status 


( Cuntinued from page 12) 

region." Therefore, it added 
"the legislation and subse- 
quent proclamation recent- 
ly signed by the president 
authorities the designation 
of qualifying industrial 
zones, defined as encom- 
passing territories of Israel 
and Jordan or Israel and 
Egypt, products of which 
may receive duty-free entry 
into the L'.S.” 


Jordan. Mr. Rock said, 
could •.till benefit from the 
treatment on the qualit y mg 
industrial .rones. 

Dr. Saket said that Jordan 
had not yet established 
such free zone area and it 
might take a while before it 
takes such a step. 

Mr. Rock said that the 
Jordanian businessmen's 
remark., and demands will 
be taken into consideration 
bv Washington. 


Bahrain has plans for 
developing disputed island 


MANAMA «AP» — Bahrain's 
Housing Ministry has prep.uvd 
plans lur developing Haw or. the 
island disputed w iih neighboring 
Qaijr. a newspaper reported 
Sunday, 

The housing minister. Sheikh 
Khalt’d Ben Abdullah Al Khali- 
fa. said plans for developing 
5.ctol hectares of Ha war include 
budding residential areas, the 
Akhhar Al Khaieej newspaper 
said. 

The island already has some 
permanent residents, as well as 
tourist facilities that attract 
Bahrainis and visitors, h also is 
believed tu have military instal- 
lations. Havvur is in the Gulf 
southeast of Bahrain, closer to 


the Qjian mainland. Both 
Bahrain and Qatar claim the 
Lsland as part of their teiTitor.es. 

The com uric, dispute over 
Hawar. several other tiny islands 
and a strip of land in Qatar goes 
hack l«> the POi's. Hut *t .harp- 
ened alter Bahrain cited the div 
agreement in it- decision to iu 
boycott a Gtill CiHtper.uion 
Council summit hosted in QaLir 
e.irlier this month. 

Two Qataris are on trial in 
Bahrain on spying charges. 
Bahrain says one of them. Salvvu 
Fakhri. 53. belnended Bahrainis 
and asked them (>• take her to 
Hawar so that she could collect 
information about military taeil- 
i ties then.*. • 
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Labour growth in Arab region 
the highest in the world — study 


Mediterranean countries 

need $25 Ob for energy 


CAIRO (AFP) — The num- 
ber of people of working 
age in Arab countries is 
increasing faster than any- 
where else in the world but 
unemployment remains 
high and steps must be 
taken to improve education 
to boost the region's com- 
petitiveness, according to a 
study. 

By 2030. around 332 mil- 
lion people in the Arab 
World — or 75 per cent of 
the population — will be of 
working age. compared 
with I3S million in 1995. 
according to the study by 
Ismail Sirageldin of the 
Kuwait Institute for Scien- 
tific Research. 

That figure. which 
includes people aged 
between 15 and 64. will 
shoot up to 580 million by 
the end of the next century. 
Mr. Sirageldin said in a 
paper presented to an Arab 
regional conference on 
populations in Cairo. 

Mr. Sirageldin. a profes- 


sor emeritus from John 
Hopkins University in the 
United States, based his 
report on World Bank fig- 
ures which projected the 
annual growth rate of the 
region’s working-age popu- 
lation at more than three 
per cent. 

The rate compares with 
forecast growth of 2.5 per 
cent for sub-Saharan Africa 
and Latin America and less 
than one per cent for the 29 
industrialised countries of 
the Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and 
Development. 

But Mr. Sirageldin said 
that in 1995. the Arab 
region had one of the high- 
est rates of unemployment 
at more than 15 per cent 
and only attracted 2.3 per 
cent of total world invest- 
ment in developing coun- 
tries, down from 4.5 per 
cent in 1992. 

“The built-in momentum 
of the Arab populations 
makes the rate of growth of 


labour in the Arab states the 
highest — a fact that will 
persist for more than a gen- 
eration.” he said. 

“But a close examination 
of education quality, illus- 
trates that it is far from 
being internationally com- 
petitive” he added. 

Mr. Sirageldin deplored 
the lack of a long-term pol- 
icy in the Arab World, 
which he attributed to fac- 
tors such as the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and the culture 
clash between the Western 
world and Islam. 

“This set serious con- 
straints on the adaptive 
capacity of the Arab coun- 
tries to cope with the 
requirements of an open 
global system.” he said. 

“It also created among 
Arab populations a growing 
distrust of Western inten- 
tions and suspicion about 
the ultimate goal of the 
globalisation' process — 
being viewed as a Western 
plot for dominance,” he 


added. 

The total Arab population 
is forecast to climb to 5I4 - 
million in 2030 from 253.6 
milli on in 1995. 

“With the assumed 
decline of fertility and 
increased education the rate 
of growth of the labour 
force will be even higher as 
female labour force partici- 
pation is bound to 
increase,” the study said. 

Mr. Sirageldin noted that 
while primary and sec- 
ondary school enrollment 
rose during the 1970s and 
19S0s, progress since then 
has not been even, with 
dropout rates from sec- 
ondary school at around 25 
per cent. 

According to UNESCO 
figures, only 1 1 per cent of 
people in the Arab World 
aged between 18 and 23 
were enrolled in 
universities, compared with 
76 per cent for the United 
States. 


Oil prices seen holding 
as Iraq starts supplies 


ABU DHABI l AFP) — Oil 
prices are expected to 
remain firm in the coming 
weeks although Iraq started 
Sunday loading its first 
crude export shipments in 
six years under a permis- 
sion from the United 
Nations. 

While rhere was no 
immediate market reaction 
to the shipments because of 
Sunday’s holiday, prices 
will noL likely lose strength 
which they have maintained 
this year due to strong 
demand and Baghdad's 

n bsence. 

. “If prices wSHbe affected, 
j rjiey could have been affect- 
ed last week: when Iraq 
announced it was resuming 
exports,” an Abu Dhabf- 
based oil analyst said. 

“They could drop slightly 
in the next few days but I 
don’t see a sharp decline. 
There has been a sort of a 
consensus that the market 
will absorb the Iraqi crude 
quantities because demand 
in winter is at its highest 
level." 

Iraq could export between 
500.000 and 600.000 bar- 


rels per day (bpd) at current 
prices under an oil-for-food 
deal struck with the United 
Nations in May. 

With the actual produc- 
tion of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries standing at around 26 
million bpd currently, the 
Iraqi crude supplies could 
be assimilated as world 
demand for the 1 1-nation 
group will exceed that level 
in the first quarter, accord- 
ing to experts. 

But the experts noted that 
OPEC, which is producing 
□early one million bpd 
above its. official ceiling, : 
needs to cut surplus output 
in the second quarter, when 
consumption retreats to 
about 25 million bpd before 
it hits lowest annual level 
of below the 25-million 
mark in the third quarter. 

The oil ministers of the 
Organisation of Arab Petro- 
leum Exporting Countries, 
holding their annual talks in 
Cairo on Saturday, ruled 
out any impact of the return 
of embargo-hit Iraq to the 
market. 

"There is a consensus 


among the group that the 
international market can 
absorb Iraqi crude because 
of the increasing demand 
for crude ” Qatari Oil Min- 
ister Abdullah Ben Hamad 
A! Atteyya, told reporters. 

Iraq, the second biggest 
oil power in the world after 
Saudi Arabia, said Sunday 
it had begun to load crude 
at its Gulf terminal under a 
contract with two U.S. 
firms but the shipments 
destination was not imme- 
diately disclosed. 

Iraqi Oil Minister Amr 
Rashid said 500.000 barrels 
of crude oil were already 
loaded ‘ onto the Star of 
Africa supertanker at Mina 
A1 Bakr terminal under “a 
contract signed with two 
U.S. companies.” 

Iraq's absence has com- 
bined with a steep decline 
in Western crude stockpiles 
this year to keep oil prices 
above $20. 

Over the past few weeks, 
prices surged beyond 
OPEC’s long-sought price 
level of $21 and they are 
expected to average $20 by 
the end of the year, their 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Hamlet 
5 “Blume in Love’ 
star 

10 Word in a 
comparison 

14 European river 

1 5 Make amends 
for 

16 Sharpen 

17 Used 

19 Boring routines 

20 Theater part 

21 They sang “Evil 
Woman" 

22 Author 
Pasternak 

23 Stretches out 

25 Chinese dynasty 

26 Time periods 

27 Alpine singer 
30 Covered with 

lawn 

33 Decimal system 
units 

34 Ginger — 

35 Parts of tires 

36 At the very — 

38 — Minor 

39 Yamaguchi's 
milieu 

40 Freeway access 

41 Mishandled 
43 Conversations 

45 Tight-fitting 

46 Pandora's find 

47 Ordinance 
50 The real — 

52 “Norma — " 

53 Former Russian 
rulers 

55 “Now — me 
down to sleep..." 

56 Closure 

58 Endowment 

59 In re 

60 Destroy 

61 Actor Parker 

62 By — and 
bounds 

63 Worry 

DOWN 

1 Makeshift bed. 
in England 

2 "Waiting for 
Lefty” playwright 

3 Svnoosrs 
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30 

31 32 

J 

L 

35 


M 

36 

39” 


■q 


43“ 







50 

51 


1 

55” 


■ 

56 

58“ 


zm 

59 

61 
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by Norma Steinberg 


4 Breakthrough 

5 Down in the 
dumps 

6 Kennedy and 
Waters 

7 Touchdowns 

8 Part of A.D. 

9 Stayed in front 

10 Regal chair 

11 Sand-fined 
timepiece 

12 Against 

13 Scottish loch 
18 Comes close to 
22 Propositions 

24 Lies in wait for 

25 Helena's state 

27 Okay 

28 Nobelist Wiese! 

29 Enjoy a book 

30 Small suitcase 

31 Costa — 

32 Yankees 

33 Spigot 

37 German river 

38 First emperor of 
Rome 

40 Deoend 


□□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 
□□□an □□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□a □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□□□□□□□ 
BBQ □□□ O0Q 

■ B0QB QBBBDQBB 

□□□□□ □aaa aaaa 
□ana □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□a □□□□ aanau 
□qbbejbbq sqqqh 

■ □□□ gas dqq 

bdbbbbbddb □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□ BDQB QBBBB 
oaaa hbbb hbbbb 
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42 Steep hill 

44 — of London 

45 Increase 

47 Pacific island 
group 

48 Besmirch 

49 Eat away at 

50 Annov 


51 Detective's find 

52 Caftan 

54 Good news for 
skiers 

56 Coolidge's 
nickname 

57 Amy officers: 
abbr. 


highest average since the 
end of the oil boom 13 
years ago. 

Experts said prices would 
also remain firm because 
Saudi Arabia and other 
heavyweight producers in 
the region were respecting 
their OPEC-assigned quo- 
tas. They noted most of 
OPEC’s excess supplies 
came from Venezuela and 
Nigeria. 

Saudi Arabia bas been 
reluctant to hike output to 
benefit from the price 
improvement apparently 
fearing a reversal in the 
.price increase. Kuwait and 
the United Arab Emirates 
CUAE) are also sticking to 
their OPEC shares. 

The three countries pro- 
duce around 12.2 million 
bpd under the group’s 
share-out agreement but 
their actual capacity is far 
higher, running at more 
than 15 million bpd, 
according to Gulf oil 
experts. 

“The compliance by Gulf 
states with their assigned 
quotas is another signifi- 
cant facto* that prevents 
any pressures on oil prices. 
Those three countries have 
shown seriousness in 
respecting their quotas over 
the past year and there is no 
indication they will change 
such a policy” one source 
said. 
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SO THEy LOST AGAIN r 
FLO. IT ISN'T THE END 
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TUNIS CR) — The 10 
southern and eastern 
Mediterranean countries 
(SEMC) need to invest a 
total of $250 billion in their 
energy industries between 
now and 2006, according to 
a survey carried out by the 
France-based Observatoire 
Mediterraneen de 1’Energie 
(OME). 

"The total financing seem 
enormous. representing 
around 65 per cent of 
todays combined gross 
domestic product (GDP) for 
the SEMC,” OME Manager 
Manfred Hairier said at a 
seminar on investing in the 
gas industry. 

The SEMC includes Alge- 
ria. Libya. Syria. Egypt. 
Israel. Morocco, Tunisia. 
Turkey. Lebanon and Jor- 
dan. 

'These huge investment 
requirements for energy 
developments in the SEMC 
during the next 15 
years...must be considered 
in the overall context of 


rapidly increasing popula- 
tion, and of economic devel- 
opment that demands mas- 
sive financial investment in 
all sectors of society.” the 
survey of governments and 
energy companies said. 

Turkey alone requires 
about 28 per cent of the 
financing requirements, or 
$70 billion. 

Algeria would need 55 1 
billion, representing 20 per 
cent of the total, and Libya 
$35 billion. Syria. Egypt 
and Israel would need $20 
billion each. 

Financing requirements 
for Morocco were put at $ 1 6 
billion and for Tunisia at 
$13 billion. Lebanon would 
have to invest S3. 1 billion 
and Jordan $1.2 billion. 

The breakdown by sector 
showed that investment in 
power industry would be 
$145 billion, representing 
57 percent of the total. Two- 
thirds of this amount would 
be allocated to Turkey 
alone. 




Investment in the oil and 
gas industry was estimated 
at $106 billion, representing 
42 per cent of the total, 
investment in the gas sector 
alone was estimated at $64 
billion. The remaining 
would be in the coal indus- 
try' and renewable energy 
sector. 

The survey said that 57 per 
cent of the total require- 
ments would come from 
external sources. 

Between 1996 and 2010 
natural gas consumption in 
the SEMC is expected to 
increase at an average rate 
of 8.5 per cent a year to 1 25 
MTOE (million tonnes oil 
equivalent! from 40 MTOE. 

The report said the energy 
landscape in the 10 coun- 
tries was changing under the 
influence of increasing 
demand, increasing interest 
in gas and the potential gas 
supplies from newly discov- 
ered reserves in North 
Africa 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 
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Energy 

Brent 23.95 23.40 

WTcMu 2440 V '.'23.70 
Bony 2X95 23.40 
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Metal Prices 
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Mid-Easi Currencies 


SA Rival 
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Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 
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Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 
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HOROSCOPE '.J.M 

forecast ■ ■ j 

FOR MONDAY. ..--U 

DECEMBER 16.1996.;- 

By Thoiruis S. Pierson^' 
Asirologer. Canvll y 
Right er Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 “to' 
April 19) You could feejy 
moody today and yoa 
might do something you, 
wifi later regret, so cheei. 
up. Later this evening will; 
be a good time to meet*, 
with fellow associates and’ 
determine the best coiir^ 
of action for your career.. ^ 
TAURUS: (April 20 lo" 
May 20) Make sure ydoL 
are accurare with figures- 
today and avoid making 
some expensive error, 
which could make your 
reputation tarnished. Latex: 
this evening will be good, 
for consulting with a", 
knowledgeable person. " 
GEMINI: (May 21 to : • 
June 2D Begin the weelt. 
properly by keeping 
promises you have made 
today to outside allies. Be- 
most careful in motion 
while on the highway and 
thereby avoid any difficul- 
ties which could be detri- 
mental. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21> Com- 
plete any career activities 
left undone before you 
tackle anything else ahead 
of you. Be efficient in your 
business dealings and 
thereby you will gain the 
respect and admiration of a 
bigwig who can be quite 
influential. 

LEO: (July 22 lo August 
2 1 ) You want to rush into 
something new today, 
however, it is wiser to 
complete whatever you 
have started first and there-: 
bv make your career activ- 
ities more successful in the 
days ahead. This evening 
will be good to be roman- 
tic. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Get into the 
business world today and 
handle routines wisely so 
that you will be noticed by . 

■' ’those in' ‘-aiftfrdHtY *‘dnd i 
• become s uccessful ■‘•Try : 4 b ! 

■be* patient Kwthyour loved: 
ones at borne tonight there- 
by there won’t be any dif- 
fculties. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Use more tact 
in dealing with outsiders 
today and thereby avoid 
difficulties which could 
occur. Study bills and cor- 
respondence carefully, so 
that there won’t be any. 
errors. Later you can go 
out on the town with your 
mate. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) This is a f 
good day today to com- 
plete some property affair 
which awaits your atten- 
tion. Don't delay any 
longer thereby avoiding 
any potential ‘difficulties^ 

Later this evening you can 
meet with a bigwig and 
make plans for the days 
ahead. 

SAGITTARIUS: (No- 

vember 22 to December 
2 1 ) Be more poised when 
and if today you see any 
friends and new acquai- 
tances so that you present a. 
friendly front. Show more 
affection at home towards 
you mate this eve ning and 
he or she will respond 
favourably. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 2Q) If 
you apply yourself serious- £ 
iy. today you can rid your- 
self of a long-time annoy- 
ance which has . been 
plaguing you for some 
time. Later this evening 
would be a good time to 
discuss with knowledge- 
able people your -plan of 
operation. " _ 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
lo February 19) Keep busy 
at whatever will gain you 
greater assets today and 
make your loved ones 
more comfortable. Later 
this evening you will be- 
able to go out on the town- 
with close friends and 
loved ones for a fun -trine -' 
together. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Take time today. . 
to improve your appear-' 
ance and thereby make 
yoursell noticed by those 
in authority so that you can 
become quite saccessferir 
Some health difficn^y * \ 
should be taken cam of - 
quickly before it becomes 
more serious. - •-"/ !? 

Birthstone of December: 
Turquoise — Zircon. 
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De S§. Royal Jordanian begins capital restructuring 
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By Suleiman Al Khalidi 

Renter* 

AMMAN — Jordan plans 
id go ahead soon with a 
debt-capita] swap of its state 
carrier, the first step to a 
financial restructuring of the 
debt-ridden company fur 
eventual privatisation, offi- 
cials said Sunday. 

“The board of RJ (Royal 
Jordanian) has sent an offi- 
cial letter. We will definitely 
and officially in the near 
future approve this 
request. ..And we have to do 
it," Transport Minister 
Nasser Al Lawzi told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Lawzi said the debt- 
capitai swap, tripling the air- 
lines capital to 210 million 
dinars ($297 million), was 
essential to bring the $650 
million debt-ridden airline 
back on a sound financial 
looting. 


It was also esscntiai to 
proceed with a three -phased 
programme uf restructuring, 
commercialisation and pri- 
vatisation. 

The minister said Saudi 
billionaire investor Prince 
Wal hi Bin Talal. with a wide 
portfolio m tourism ami 
communications business, is 
studying investing seed 
money in the commerciali- 
sation stage of RJ. 

Tliis entails transforming 
it into a publicly listed firm 
with its shares iniliailv 
owned by the government 
before divesting them to the 
public and foreign investors. 

Mr. Law /i said that Prince 
Wal id's investment "would 
be a cihkI vote of confidence 
in RJ's potential investment 
prospects scheme.. It will 
attract a lot of other 
investors." 

Prince 'Valid stressed RJ’s 
key assets were its technical 


uunpowei and network of 
4S destitutions, officials 
said. 

The capital restructuring 
includes transforming ! 10- 
120 million dinars iSUtV 
million) owed U» Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery Compa- 
ny, die suite jwnsion fund 
and commercial banks into 
RJ's new capital, the minis- 
ter said. 

The government will still 
have to work out the shape 
o| the debt-capita] swap, Mr. 
Lawzi added. 

"If you talk ahout 
investors :uh! privatisation, 
wc liu'.c figures that arc not 
internationally accepted and 
risky. When we do this capi- 
talisation. this Ocht/cquuy 
ratio will he a better figure," 
Mr. Lawzi pointed nut. 

“We have to start to really 
make preparations lor othci 
steps. ..And rhe first step i.s 
the capitalisation, the first 


prerequisite for restructur- 
ing, we cannot start without 
iv," lie emphasised 

"We will capitalise the 
debt of the refinery ;ls pail of 
the new RJ capital." Mr. 
Law /j said. 

Bulk of the RJ's debts 
w ere mainly incurred by air- 
craft purchases and leases of 
its 17 plane fleet composed 
of three Airbus s2ll. si\ Air- 
bus 310, live Tn stars and 
three Bucmg 7(J7. 

RJ is going ahead with 
plans tv* release its live Tris- 
t.irs in generate $40 million 
in cash, by an "international 
tender already announced 
tor the lease ot tile planes." 
Mr. Law/i >aiJ. 

The minister said the gov- 
ernment was evaluating a 
number of otters irom 
iiuemaliiinal linns hut has 
iuh made a decision vet. 

The move will help ease 
debt servicing of over 55o 



Naser Al Lawzi 

million annually that eats 
away the airlines operational 
profits. 

RJ officials say that they 
are studying a $2U(J million 
bond issue in global capital 
markets, as another pan of 
(he financial restructuring to 
refinance some of its loans 
and aireiaft purchase-. 


U.S. corporations eliminate 
thousands of jobs 


SAN FRANCISCO \APl 
— Bankamerica Corp. and 
two other U.S. companies 
have spread some sad holi- 
day news by telling thou- 
sands of workers their jobs 
would be eliminated. 

Bankamerica announced 
it would cut 3.700 jobs: 
Greenwich. Connecticut- 
based chemical maker 
Witeu Corp. said its payroll 
would be trimmed by 1.S00 
and children's book pub- 
lisher Golden Books Fami- 
ly Entertainment Inc. in 
Wisconsin said it will elim- 
inate 200 jobs. 

"What you're seeing is 
that the traditional holiday 
taboo that said you don't 
lay people olf or you don't 
give people the pink slip 
during the holidays really is 
being whittled away." said 
John Challencer. executive 


vice president of Chal- 
lenger. Gray and Christmas 
Inc., an Internationa] out- 
placement firm. 

"These are another indi- 
cation that companies are 
being driven by decisions to 
cut their costs and pass the 
dollar on to the shareholder 
and what the effect is on 
employees' lives doesn’t 
have equal weigh u” he 
added. 

Job cuts announced last 
December w ere double pre- 
vious years, he said. In 
1995. there were 55,237 
cuts announced during 
December, up from the 
usual 20,000 for the month 
in the past. 

Kimberly-Clark Corp. 
last year announced 6,000 
job culs. including 2,700 
layoffs, less than two weeks 
before Christmas. 


At San Francisco-based 
Bankamerica, the number 
of employees fired will 
depend on how many quit 
and how many job opportu- 
nities come up elsewhere in 
the company. Bankamerica 
currently has a payroll of 
92.700 employees. 

Of the reductions. 30 per 
cent will come from con- 
sumer services, 30 per cent 
from business services and 
the rest from staff support, 
bank spokesman John 
Keane said. 

It is eliminating positions 
during an especially pros- 
perous time because "we 
have learned that it is better 
to take such action when 
the company is performing 
well." Mr. Coulter said. 
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Exports to Gulf states rise 

** JORDANIAN exports to the Saudi Arabian market 
have increased by 14 per cent as they totalled about ID 
80.1 million during the first eight months of this year 
compared to JD70.3 million during the whole of 1 995. 
The exports to Saudi Arabia represented 12.1 per cent 
of the overall JD662.8 million of Jordanian expons or 
25.4 per cent of the JD41 3.2 million of the Kingdom's 
exports lo the Arab markets. 

On the impon side. Jordan imported JD61 million 
u'orth of Saudi products, during the first eight months 
of 1996. The amount represented 2.9 per cent of Jor- 
dan's overall imports or 12.2 per cent of the imports 
from Arab countries. During the whole of 1995 the 
Kingdom's imports from Saudi Arabia amounted in 
JD91.4 million. 

In light of this trade exchange, the trade balance has 
turned from a JD2! . 1 million deficit in 1 995 to a JD 19 
million surplus in favour of Jordan during the period 
mentioned. It is expected that the trade balance surplus 
will rise further by the end of this year as the Saudi 
market absorbs more Jordanian products. 

In addition to Saudi Arabia, Jordanian trade has reg- 
istered growth with Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain and Qatar as exports to the five countries 
together have climbed to JD150 million representing 
2?.7 per cent of the overall exports of Jordan or 47.7 
per cent of exports to Arab states. Ex pons to the five 
Gulf countries totalled JD139.S million through the 
whole of 1995. This later amount represented 14 per 
cent of all Jordanian exports or 31 per cent of the 
exports to Arab countries. 

As to imports from the five Gulf countries, the total 
dropped from JD 136.4 million in 1995 to JDS7.2 mil- 
lion during the first eight months of this year. This led 
to the trade balance surplus rising from JD3.4 million 
for all of 1995 to JD62.8 million for the period covered 
in 1996. 

On a w'ider scope, figures show that Jordanian 
imports during the first eight months of 1996 totalled 
JD2.085 million compared to total exports amounting 
to JD826.1 million of which JD163.3 million were 
reexports. This works out to say that the Kingdom’s 
trade balance with the rest of the world is in deficit by 
over JDI billion (Al Aswuqj. 
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Boeing, McDonnell 
Douglas announce merger 


Washington »aff) — 

Boeing and McDonnell 
Douglas announced Sunday 
they would merge in a stock 
swap io create the world's 
largest aircraft m.tiiul ;icf iiivr 
and a mammoth in aero- 
space and defence. 

The merger, the value of 
which is estimated to be 
some $13 billion, will boost 
Boeing, already the world's 
leader in civil aviation, far 
ahead of Europe’s Airbus in 
the market for commercial 
aircraft. 

Tlie combed group will 
have an estimated $48 bil- 
lion in revenues, and will 
operate as the Boci.ig Com- 
pany. Boeing Chairman Phii 
Condit told reporters at a 
joint news conference with 
McDonnell Douglas offi- 
cials in Washington. 
McDonnell Douglas will 
remain a division within the 
company. 

"By bringing these two 
companies together we can 
better serve our customers 
and our shareholders." Mr. 
Condit said. "We can look 
forward to a very exciting 
future as an integrated aero- 
space company." 

"This is great news for the 
airline industry, for our 
nation's defence pro- 
grammes, and for space pro- 
grammes worldwide," Mr. 


Condit said. "The strength 
of our people, and that of 
our infrastructure auJ finan- 
cial position will benefit our 
customers and shareholders, 
and position us to meet the 
global aerospace neeJs lor 
the 2 1 st ecimiry." 

Under the terms of the 
deal. McDonnell Douglas 
shareholders will receive 
0.65 shares of Boeing com- 
mon stock for each share of 
McDonnell Douglas com- 
mon stock, the companies 
said iri a statement. 

Based on the closing price 
of Boeing stock 1 96-3/4 1 
Friday, the deal is estimated 
to be worth about $13.3 bil- 
lion. 

The transaction is subject 
to approval by the share- 
holders of both companies 
and certain regulatory agen- 
cies. and is expected to close 
us early as mid- 1 997. 

The combined company 
will have about 20U.0U0 
employees - which .includes 
the recent merger of Rock- 
well aerospace and defence 
units into Boeing. 

. Citing an absence of gov- 
ernment action against Boe- 
ing in the wake of the Rock- 
well merger, the officials 
said they were not con- 
cerned about potential anti- 
trust measures against the 
new company. 
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Advertisement 

Air France net profit of about 800 
million French francs from 
1st April to 30th September 1996 

The estimated net results ol AIR FRANCE for the first half 
of the l AT A fiscal year from 1st April to 30th September 
1996 were presented to the airline's board of directors on 
November 20th. 1996. 

According to this estimale, AIR FRANCE generated a net 
profit of 802 million French francs, compared with a 335 
million FF. loss for the year earlier period (295 million FF. 
loss for 630 million FF. provision lor the cabin crew 
voluntary severance scheme). 

Turnover amounted to 21.3 billion FF.. up 5°a over the 
previous year, due to increased passenger and cargo 
traffic, up 14.8 0 b and 6.7% respectively. 
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JOR. PETROL. RET I NARY 

9.7 
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1.27 
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3.750 
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INDUSTRIAL COMM. AGP. 

38.3 

0.00 

11 

2000 
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2.72 
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.13* 
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19.7 
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16 
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3.60 
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3.65 

3 
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24 
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.62 

.63 

.01* 
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7.9 

6.93 

2 

750 
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1.16 

1.16 

— 
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36 
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0.00 

17 
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14.6 

0.00 
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2.45 
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.670 

JOR. SLLPHO- CMEM 

9 

O.CO 

2 

1000 

798 

.78 

.80 

.02* 

1.510 

l.oao 

ARAB PHAHM.CHEM. 

27.7 

0.00 

22 

B750 

13057 

1.50 

1.48 

.02- 

1-620 

1.060 

KAUTHER INVEST. 

42.1 

5.13 

6 

710 

831 

1.21 

1.17 

.04- 

3.280 

1.440 

D»:V. MODN.INDS.' 

5.3 

11.36 

46 

19769 

34567 

1.75 

1.76 

.01- 

2. ICO 

1.140 

JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

16.4 

0.00 

32 

18550 

24301 

1.30 

1.31 

.01* 

1.S60 

.340 

JOP. NEW CABLE CO. 

26.9 

= .00 

17 

6090 
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.99 

.99 

- 

2.460 

J.750 

EL -ZAY READZ WEAR 

P 

0.00 

2 
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2058 

1.98 

1.98 

- 

1.460 
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I5JTL. TOBACCO 

28.5 

0.00 

16 
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1.20 

1.21 

.01* 
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.930 
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24.6 

0.00 
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7286 

1.00 

1.00 
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.440 

NATL - COMffiR . CENTERS 

E 

0.00 

11 

4400 

2024 

.48 

.46 

.02- 

1.110 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 


0.00 

23 
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.44 

.44 

- 

W .950 

. 'PC 

AL-OAWLIZAH 75/ 

15.6 

0.00 

7 

8337 

3689 

.69 

.69 

- 

.860 

.510 

ARAB POOD 6 MED. 

E 

0.00 

2 

90 

55 

.63 

.62 

.01- 

1 . 760 

: . 300 

NATL- CHLORINE 

E 

C.OD 

4 
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1690 

1.41 

1.40 

.01- 

1.000 

.520 

NATL . TEXTILE 


0.00 

15 
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.58 

.59 
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.400 
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.430 
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E 
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1398 

.51 

.49 

.02- 
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.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.03 
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.75 

.75 

— 
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.430 
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P 
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2 
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.50 

.50 

- 
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.570 
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E 
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.61 

- 
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.290 
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O.CO 
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.520 
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.66 

.66 

- 
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DA J ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs, 


Amro Hotel Shops 
6th Circle. Amman 
Also in Brazil 



FOR RENT 

* 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani. second floor. 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms In Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 180 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 > 


i^y-xvsvsssexn ^ : -ftwaw ksi 

W TOR YOUR n 
! Advertisement £i 

tills In 

Wlmihm 

™ Times 


STUDIOHAIG 

ProfeuioaAl Qtuihy| in 
1 How Service 

Develop your' colour film it 
our chop and get> 

• JVmmo pkmtm 

30% 


Free mnimrgm- 
20 x 30 as 


^ O^p^&indlayi 


"hniriiMiii 

Bank. Phone 
Swefieb tel: 823891 


-(LEANING SERVICES 
Hi iMLOrriCLS 
PUBLIC PLACES 

.MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
HEATING SYSTEMS* 
PLUMBING 

•FOR RENT; 
LiLU'Xf. VILLAS AND 
FUTS (ELKMSHbOi 


. . araBc 

.SECURITY 

HOSPITALITY 

gastronomy 


IB IfclBcfkxL 

.mmmm imm 

T5X : S29^-S29883 


- . - . 




Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
L i Sushi 




m Call tel: 





fit 

crown MOTQ. 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

- SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

- FITNESS ROOM 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


III : 699369 
FAX : 704414 


Happ|Daip? 

peOUeaUt 
Sott/U H SaLUs 

OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 AJA - 1 AJ£ 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 


Umm Utbalnm 
behind San Rook 
Hotel 
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PIZZA GRANDE 

Jpe l{ea! Rahap paste 
Gourmet pZZft . j 

U/e use ’J/evey best ijfreAoti- 

.^jv'vvVv ■ ; 

Try tht Only . 

-3r STUFFED PIZZA mJ 

> ia Ttom (CNcagoSyK) 

\> PAN PIZZA 

> iTtmotTHcLCnoO 
21 ITALIAN SANDWICHES 

-ft JJr* 

■ 

TtabAipTwnaB^ThilUUEttww 

AMBa - Abala 
Suparakn 

TeL 688 471 ExL 32 







I O 

r 




\ 

X... 




10 


Sports 


Iordan Tones, Monday, December 16, 1W6 



UAE beat Iraq with dramatic ‘golden goal’ 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
“golden goal" 14 minutes 
into overtime saw United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) snatch 
a dramatic Asian Cup quarter 
final 1-0 victory over Iraq 
here on Sunday. 

It was a blistering 35-metre 
free kick from Abdul Hussain 
that streaked post Iraqi goal- 
keeper Emad Hasson that 
gave the tournament its first 
ever 'golden goal' and 
brought Iraq's cup run to an 
end. 

But die UAE had a chance 
to seal the match in regulation 
time when they were award- 
ed a 59th minute penalty 
when H assan .Ahmed was 
brought down in the area by 
Abdul Jabar Hanoon. 

Bakhit Saad struck his spot 
kick to the left but Iraqi keep- 
er Emad Hassan was able to 
save it. 

Both sides started off clear- 
ly more interested in not los- 
ing rather than winning with 
scoring chances far and few. 
The Iraqis were pushing up in 
midfield as the UAE were 
reduced to pumping up long 
balls to Abdul Ahmed but 
although he was outjumping 
the Iraqi defence there was no 
one to help him. 

It was Iraq, making their 
comeback in the Asian Cup 
since their enforced isolation 
following the Gulf war, who 
had the best two opportuni- 
ties to score in a nervous and 
tense opening 45 minutes. 

Striker Laith Hussein 
Shihaib took the ball just out- 
side the UAE area and 
volleyed- in a shot that had 
UAE keeper Muhsin Fairouz 
well beaten but the 27-year- 
old Shihaib could only hold 
his head in despair as the ball 
shaved the cross-bar. 


Five minutes later a blunder 
by Fairouz almost let Iraq go 
in front. The UAE keeper 
failed to hold a low rasping 
shot from Khalid Sabbar, let- 
ting the ball bounce off his 
knee. 

Striker Husam Naji quickly 
took the loose ball towards 
the goal-line before firing in a 
low centre but there was no 
one on the receiving end. 

UAE coach Thomislav Ivic 
was screaming ai his players 
from the touch-line, clearly 
furious over their lacklustre 
performance. 

He had even more to w r ony 
about in a torrid five-minute 
spell shortly after the restart 
when the Iraqi attack were 
uncovering gaping holes in 
the UAE defence. 

Defender Hassan Mubarak 
handled the ball off the line 
bur Egyptian referee claimed 
that Fairouz had been fouled 
by an Iraqi forward and 
instead of giving a penalty he 
gave the home side a free 
kick. 

A minute later Naji hit wide 
when it looked easier to score 
and second later Khalid 
Sabbar. all alone inside the 
bos, failed- to control the ball 
and squandered a golden 
chance. 

The UAE: being urged on 
by 55,000 fans, were clinging 
on for dear life. The Iraqi 
defence, directed by a cool 
headed Rahdi Swadi, were 
containing an UAE attack 
now minus Ahmed who had 
gone off earlier with an 
injured ankle. 

But as time began running 
out and the likelihood of a 
goal conting it was clearly 
going to be a case of who was 
the fitter. 



Japanese striker Kazuyoshi Mi ura i (left) fights for the ball with Kuwait's Yousif Al 
Dakhi (right) during their quarter final match in the Asia Cup in Al Ain (Reuters 
photo) 

Kuwait beat holders Japan 


AL AIN. United Arab 
Emirates (R) — Kuwait 
beat defending champions 
Japan 2-0 (1-0 halftime) in 
an Asian Cup quarter-final 
tie on Sunday. 

An inspired Kuwait, who 
recorded the tournament’s 
first major upset by beat- 
ing South Korea 2-0 in the 
previous round, began the 
match brightly. 

They had the first chance 
in the fourth minute when 
a long-range drive from 
Houwaidi was parried 
away by keeper Kenichi 
Shimokawa, although his 
opposite number Falah AJ 


Majidi soon had to react 
quickly to deny Japan’s 
striker Kazuyoshi Miura. 

The Kuwaitis broke the 
deadlock in the 17th 
minute. Abdullah Seehan 
pounced on a poor back 
header by Japanese 
defender Naoki Soma, 
before cutting it back from 
the byline to Houwaidi 
who fired home from dose 
range. 

Japan had a lucky escape 
in the 53rd minute when 
the referee produced only 
the yellow card to 
Hiroshige Yanagimoto fol- 
lowing a professional foul 


on Abdul Aziz. 

But the protests insranrly 
turned to celebrations 
when Houwaidi chased a 
harmless-looking ball, the 
goalkeeper made a mess of 
it and the striker sneaked 
between two defenders to 
score. 

It was his fifth goal in the 
Asian Cup, making him 
the top scorer. 

The Japanese then laid 
siege to the Kuwaiti penal- 
ty area but some athletic 
goalkeeping and brilliant 
defending kept them at 
bay. 


Del Piero saves leaders 
Juventus from defeat 


MILAN (AFP) — 
Alessandro Del Piero 
saved Italian league lead- 
ers Juventus from certain 
defeat on Sunday, scoring 
twice as the world champi- 
ons came from 2-0 down 
to beat Verona 3-2. 

Champions AC Milan 
continued their renaissance 
in the Serie A under Arrigo 
Sacchi by beating 
Reggiana 3-0. while Roy 
Hodgson's inter Milan lost 
4-3 to Sampdoria after 
throwing away a 3- 1 lead. 

Juventus may be the 
world's best football team 
and top of the Serie A but 
they were humbled by 
Filippo Maniero's 25th 
minute strike and on the 
ropes after his second in 
the 44th minute. 

Juventus showed their 
fighting spirit by snatching 
one back through defender 
Sergio Porrini in the third 
minute of first-half injury 
time, but they had a let-off 
w’hen Maniero hit the bar 
on the hour. 

However, when 

Christian Vieri was fouled 
in the penalty area it was 
left to Del Piero, who had 
converted two spot-kicks 
in the midweek victory 
over Udinese. ■ to strike 
home the equaliser. 

Del Piero, whose goal in 
Tokyo last month won the 
Interconrineral Cup for 
Juventus. followed up with 
the winner in the 72nd 
minute. 

AC Milan may be about 
to lose Roberto Baggio 


ITALIAN SOCCER 


after a dust-up with coach 
Sacchi, but they were cele- 
brating a hat-trick from 
Demetrio Alberti ni on 
Sunday as they trounced 
bottom club Reggiana 3-0. 

Albert ini opened the 
scoring in the third minute 
and followed up with two 
penalties in the 69th and 
75th minutes. 

Inter Milan crashed to 
only their second defeat of 
the" season as Giovanni 
Montella scored a hat-tricL 
for Sampdoria at San Siro. 

Montella's header gave 
Sampdoria a seventh 
minute lead, but Marco 
Branco equalised five min- 
utes later and Nicola Beni 
made it 2-1 to Inter just 
before the break. Branco 
notched his second soon 
after the re-start but two 
more from Montella 
brought Sampdoria level. 

Skipper Roberro 

Mancini, who recently had 
a move to Inter turned 
down by Sampdoria 
President Enrico 

Mantovani, got the winner 
in the 89th minute. 

In a see-saw match at 
Cagliari, Russian striker 
Igor Kolyvanov scored for 
Bologna from a 12th 
minuTe free-kick — only to 
find his team 2-1 down 
within 10 minutes. 

Roberto Muzzi equalised 
in the 19th and Giuseppe 
Pancaro converted an 21th 
minute penalty, but 


Bologna's Carlo Nervq \ 
levelled to the 33rd. ,• r 

Udinese may be withoafc- 
injured German goal ace- 
Oliver Bierfaoff. but their... 
22-vear-old Brazilian.-:^. 
Amoroso Dos Santos was " . 
on target twice to the first ; 
half hour as they bear A 
Fiorentina 2-0. 

Another man to score a 
brace was Atalanta s - 
Filippo Inzaghi, who 
became the Serie A’s top, 
scorer with 10 goals as 
they crushed Piacenza 4-0.' 
Domenico Morfeo got the- 
thir d and Marco Sgro die 
fourth. 

Lazio beat Perugia 2-1 
after a late flurry. Roberto 
Rambaudi broke the dead- 
lock in the 71st minute, 
Carmine Gautieri levelled 
for Perugia in the 78th but 
two minutes later skipper 
Giuseppe Signori convert- 
ed a penalty. 

Brazilian defender Aldair 
scored a late winner for AS 
Roma against Napoli, 
while the match between 
Vicenza and Parma was an 
evening kick-off. 

Vicenza are currently • 
second in the table, one 
point ahead of a rejuvenat- 
ed AC Milan. However 
Vicenza had to beat Parma 
later on Sunday if they 
were to eat into Juventus’ 
provisional six-point lead 
at the top after the after- 
noon matches. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished and Unfurnished 

Three bedrooms apartments 
Central heating and telephone. 
Location: SHMEISANI, near Birds' Garden. 
Owner Tel: 667862, Fax: 663002 



NSir 


Ait Shoppe 


Furniture & Accessories 



We have beautiful gifts & accessories 
Special Xmas Sale on many items. 

Located at Jawharab Building 
nest to Atnr a Shopping Center 
Td: 857976 



FOR RENT 

I. 240 sq.m. First Floor Apartment, newly and very luxuriously 
furnished and equipped. Consists of: Large salon, dining room, 
two bedrooms, two bathrooms, a kitchen and a laundry room and 
three balconies overlooking a private garden. Ideal Hi Class 
family apartment. 

II. 420 sq.m. Large Roof With A Fully Furnished Studio, 
equipped kitchenette, and a bathroom. Good only for bachelor. 

III. 180 sq.m. Ground Floor Apartment With its private garden, 
consists! of: Salon, dining room, 2 bedrooms and a kitchen. 
Suitable for a business office, negotiable if interested without 
furniture. 

Each equipped with TV set and telephone. All in the same 2 
floor family building, located in the best residential area in 
Amman. Multi car parking available. 

If interested please call 671509 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, L-shaped 
salon, living room, kitchen, separate 
central heating, separate garden. 
Location: 7‘th Circle. 

Tel. 810979 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 
IN UM UTHAYNAH 

Ground floor , 3 bed rooms, 2 bathrooms 
sitting room, living room, dining room L Shape 
Kitchen fully equipped, Telephone is available, 
Separate Central Heating, with 

Contact Tel.: 5530444 


garden & parking. 


Furnished or Unfurnished Ground 
Floor Flat (Duplex) For Rent 

Sweifieh, excellent quite location, walking distance from 
Sweifieh shopping district. 256 sq.m. Super deluxe 
finishes, 3 master bedrooms, 4 baths, two verandas, 
large dining and guest room, separate living room on 2nd 
floor. Modem spacious American kitchen with storage 
area. Independent central heating and water well with auto 
pump, private telephone, separate entrance, garage and 
garden. Please contact the owner directly. The rent is to 
be paid annually and to be let for diplomatic corps or 
foreign business reps. You must see to appreciate. 

Tel: 812200 


Dog for Sale 


Three months old CTerrier) 
white colour — 


Please call 


815833 or Tellfax: 662386 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Telecommunications Regulatory 
Commission 

The Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 
(TRC) of Jordan announces that it has released a Call 
for Tenders for two national public payphone 
licences. 

Following consultation with the industry, the TRC 
issued the Call for Tenders dated December 14, 
1996 (TRC Call 1996-2), which sets out the process 
that the TRC will follow in awarding the new licences. 
The process consists of two phases. During the first 
phase, a special tender evaluation committee will 
review the technical aspects of the submissions from 
all applicants. Those applicants who successfully 
pass this phase will participate in the second phase, 
in which their sealed financial proposals will be 
opened at a meeting of all qualifying applicants. 
Parties interested in applying for the payphone 
licences may obtain a copy of the Call for Tenders 
from the TRC upon payment of JD1.500 before 
Januaiy 1.4, 1997. The deadline for the submission 
of applications is March 16, 1997. 

For a copy of TRC Call 1996-2, or for further 
information, contact: 

The Office of the Director General 

Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 
P.O. Box 850967, Amman 11185, Jordan 
Telephone (962) 6-862024 - Fax (962) 6-863641 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ATANNAH HJRSCH 


A BETTER CHANCE 
Both vulnerable. North deals. 


NORTH 

*KS74 

<3K54 

0863 

*AK2 

WEST 

EAST 

A Q 109 

*6 

V962 

?J1083 

O J10 6 

0KQ9742 

* Q 10 75 

*84 

SOUTH 

*AJ532 

©AQ7 

OA 

+ J963 



Th e bidd ing: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

1* 2 -j 2a Pua 

3a Pans 4NT Paiu 

BO Pus SNT Pus 

6* Pass Pus Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of £ 

You don't need to be a mathemat- 
ical pniut to play bridge. But some 
knowledge of the probabilities is 
necessary to enable you to choose 
the better c<r two h'nes. Quite often, 
common sense is. all that is needed. 

North-South did well to get no 
further than a small slum after the 
interference by East South's bid of 
five no trump not only asked for 
kings, but confirmed possession of 


all four aces and permitted North to 
go directly to a grand slam with the 
right hand. When, despite holding 
three kings. North could not take 
advantage of that opportunity. 
South decided that at least one of 
the black-suit queens was missing 
and that a small slam was enough. 

West led the jack of diamonds, 
won in the dosed hand. When the 
ace and king of spades revealed 
there was o trump loser, it might 
seem that declarer's only chance 
was to hope that the queen of dubs 
was no more than singly guarded. 

That was considerably against 
the odds. Even though South could 
not work out the exact percentage 
of felling tho lady, logic decreed 
that, if dubs were 4-2 or 6-1. the 
defender with the long dubs was 
more likely to hold the queen. So 
declarer came up with an alterna- 
tive line. 

A diamond was ruffed in the 
dosed hand and three rounds of 
hearts were cashed, ending on the 
table. Declarer now rutted dummy’s 
last diamond to complete the strip, 
one high club was cashed, then 
West was put on lead with the 
queen of trumps. On the forced dub 
return, declarer played low in dum- 
my and, when East followed low, 
the jack wan and the slam was 
home. 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL. 

684311 — 699634 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY IS REQUIRED 
TO WORK IN DOCTOR’S CLINIC 


Applicants should have the following requirements: 

- Experience of not less than three years. 

- Excellent proficiency in the use of PC. 

- Fluency in English and Arabic languages. 

Qualified Applicants are to contact 
No. 865199 Ext. 764 and to bring CV plus' 
recent photograph in advance for interview. 


£ 

■'1 


Save water! 
Every drop counts 


A NEWLY ESTABLISHED 
LANGUAGE CENTRE rIquIRI 

aXSnce necessary f9aC ^ 0r: Ul *«» « 
Administrative assistant/secretary with minimum 3 
expenenee. Computer knowledge and good Englis 

Please send CV and recent photo before Dec. 28 to: 
Personnel, Fax. No. 667400 
Or P.O. Box 851815 
Amman 11185 - Jordan 
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s- 

m-MM 


CINEMA- .. : TEL: 634144 'y' CINEMA 

PHILADELPHIA 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
Macaulay Culkin... in 

GETTING EDEN Ul ITH DAD 
PHii.ap_ELPH.lfL2 

TIUISTER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


TEL- 699238 


PLRZfl 
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CINEMA 


SEAN CONNERY.Jn 

THE ROCK 

(IN DOLBY STEREO) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD 


tel 677420 > y r ' flmmoun Theatre & Cinema 


CONCORD "1” 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

(IN DOLBY STEREO) 

Sh °wsM 2:30, 3:30,6:0^ 8ri5,1 0:45 

“ CONCORD “2”~ ~ 

Robert Bedford & Michelle Pfeifer ... In 

UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


TEL: 618274 - 618275 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre^ 

N TEL 625155 - - • : 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

Thealm ,s closed Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

or reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Sports 

Off-the-court activities are detracting Rodman 
from his primary job, Michael Jordan says 
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Dennis Rodman joking with an NBA referee (AFP photo) 


NBA standings 


EASTERN CONFERENCE WESTERN CONFERENCE 


Atlantic Division 


Midwest Division 


Miami. 

New York 

Orlando 

Washington 

Philadelphia 

New Jersey 

Boston 


W L Pel Gh 


.450 7 1/2 
318 10 1/2 
378 10 1/2 
.250 11 1/2 


Houston 

Utah 

Dallas 

Minnesota 

Denver 

San Antonio 

Vancouver 


W L 


.909 - 
.857 1 1/2 
.381 11 1/2 
348 12 1/2 
.208 16 
.190 15 1/2 
.174 16 1/2 


CHICAGO (AP) — 
Michael Jordan says Den- 
nis Rodman’s off-ihe- 
tiuurt activities are detract- 
ing from what should he 
his primary job — helping 
the Chicago Bulls repeat 
as U.S. National Basket- 
ball Association (NBA I 
champions. 

"He's taken on a lot.” 
Jordan said. “Maybe it’s 
too much fur him, too time 
consuming.” 

Rodman has a new cable 
television show, a movie 
coming out in April :md a 
commitment to write two 
books in 1997. In addition, 
the flamboyant forward 
has become a sought-after 
product pitchman. 

“Dennis always says 
he’s in control and can dic- 
tate whatever he wants to 
do,” Jordan said Wednes- 
day. “If that means telling 
some of these corporations 
to hack off a liulc and let 
him get his basketball 
skills where he wants 
diem, he should do it. 

“He can’t be successful 
off the court unless lie’s 
successful on the euun. 
That's one golden rule.” 
Jordan said Rodman's 
business dealings probably 
created his obvious apathy 
toward basketball. And. he 
added, (hat likely led to 
Rodman's profane diatribe 
against the NBA and its 
referees, resulting in a sus- 
pension for two games by 
the Bulls. 

Rodman served the first 
half of his suspension 
Wednesday night, when 
the Bulls ended a rare two- 
game losing streak by 
defeating Minnesota. The 
suspension is costing Rod- 
man $104,878 in salary. 

Rodman's agent. Dwight 
Manley, said Jordan has 
far more going on away 
from basketball than his 
client does. 

•’Michael has blazed a 


new path for the athlete as 
the endorser.” Manley 
said. “He has so many 
irons in the fire, even he 

probably can’t keep 
track.” ' 

Jordan, whose estimated 
$80 million in outside 
earnings over the last two 
years ” led ail athletes, 
admitted that he must push 
hiiuself tu be motivated on 
the court. 

But Jordan, who is aim- 
ing for his ninth NBA 
scoring title and is consid- 
ered the best player in the 
world, sjid he has things 
in perspective. 

“I’ve got a lot going on. 
more than I've ever had to 
deal with. I can understand 
some of the things Dennis 
is going through.” Jordan 
said. “But this is the tirst 
time lie’s had to ileal with 
it. I've been doing it im 
whole career. I know w hat 
my priorities are — family 
tirst. basketball second 
and that other stuff third.” 

Jordan, who last week 
criticised Rodman for get- 
ting outplayed by inferior 
power lor wards, believes 
that winning remains 
important to his teammate. 

“If he doesn't care, l 
don't think he would have 
extended hiniselt as lie JiJ 
last year to try to lit in and 
do his job,"’ "he said. "We 
still have the faith that he 
is a winner.” 

Asked it" he would try to 
keep Rodman in check. 
Jordan said: "It's not my 
responsibility. I'm not 
going to monitor him. And 
you don't want to push the 
relationship to the point 
where you feel you hav e to 
give him advice. He’s , 
independent. 1 feel very- 
reluctant to step into his 
world or crowd him. I 
want him to make his own 
choices." 
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Spain, Netherlands win 
key games; Portugal, 
Germany in 0-0 draw 


LONDON iAPj — Spain 
and the Netherlands won 
key World Cup qualifying 
matches and Germany and 
Portugal played a goalless 
draw * in Saturday "s three 
crucial European World 
Cup qualifiers. 

The Netherlands defeated 
age-old rival Belgium 3-0 
to move atop qualifying 
Group Seven. 

Goals from Dennis 
Bergkainp < 25th ) — his 
29th career goal for the 
Dutch — Clarence Seedorf 
i29th) and a penalty from 
Wim Jonk 1 50th ) gave the 
Netherlands its third win in 
a row . The Dutch now lead 
their European group with a 
maximum of nine points 
out of three games. Wales is 
second with seven out of 
live, following their 0-0 
draw w irh Turkey on Satur- 
day. and Belgium third with 
six out of three. 

As in all of the European 
groups, only the group u in- 
ner is assured of qualifying 
for the 1998 World Cup 
finals in France. 

In other games Saturday, 
in Europe it was: Bulgaria 
3. Cyrpas I; Spain 2 
Yugoslavia 0; Romania 2. 
Macedonia 0; and Northern 
Ireland 2. Albania 0. 

In CONCACAF the Unit- 
ed States clinched its place 
in the linal round of quali- 
fying with a 2-1 victory 
over Costa Rica. 

Spain won in Valencia 
over previously unbeaten 
Yugoslavia on goals from 
Josep Guard iola on a penal- 
ty 1 19th) and Raul Gonza- 
lez 1 37th). The victory left 


WORLD CUP ROUNDUP 


Spain with 10 points in four 
games in Group Six. just 
behind Yugoslavia with 12 
points in five games. 

Portugal's draw with Ger- 
many in group nine left the 
European champions with 
five points in three games. 
Portugal leads the group 
with eight points in five 
games. Ukraine has six in 
three games. 

After its 1 1 - 1 thrashing of 
Liechtenstein Iasi month. 
Macedonia was humbled 
by Romania. 

Barcelona star Gheorghe 
Popescu scored all the 
goals at Skopje as the 
Romanians romped to the 
top of the Group Eight 
standings. Romania has j 
maximum nine points from 
three games and Macedonia 
drops to second with seven 
from live. 

Bulgaria’s victory at 
Cy prus moved it past Israel 
and into second place in 
Group Fiv e. 

Two goals by Krassimir 
Balakov. who plays in Ger- 
many for VFB Stuttgart, 
and another by Benlica’s 
Ilian llicv. overpowered the 
Cypriots, who remained 
fourth of the five teams 
with three points. 

Russia leads the standings 
with seven points and Bul- 
garia has six. Israel, four 
points from three games, 
was schedulted to host last 
place Luxembourg late 
Sunday. 

Northern Ireland fol- 
lowed up its heroic 1-1 
draw at European champi- 


on Germany by downing 
Albania in another Group 
Nine game. 

lain Dowie netted the two 
tirst -half goals io keep the 
Northern Irish in contention 
with five points — the 
same as Germany. Ger- 
many has a game in hand. 

Wales, crushed 7-1 by the 
Netherlands in its previous 
Group Seven game, at least 
didn’t concede any against 
Turkey at Cardiff.’ 

Manchester United star 
Ryan Giggs w as back from 
an injury to pose problems 
10 the Turks, but Kemulci- 
tin Senturk hit the Welsh 
crossbar and veteran Wales 
goalkeeper Neville 

Southall, in his 90th 
appearance in national 
colours, made some btiU 
liunl saves. 

The point gained Wales 
second place in the group 
with -even. The Nether- 
lands JejJs with nine. The 
Dutch have two games in 
hand. 

In the CONCACAF 
region. Brian McBride and 
Genoa striker Roy Lassiter 
combined to fill in for the 
suspended Eric Wynalda 
and both scored, leading 
the Americans into the 
hexagonal final round of 
qualifying. 

Ronald Gomez pulled the 
Costa Ricans within a goal 
in the 75th. but a partisan 
crowd of 40.527 in Stan- 
ford. California, enabled 
the United States to with- 
stand the Latin Americans' 
late rallies. 


Central Division 


Pacific Division 


Chicago 

W 

20 

L 

3 

Pet Gh 
.870 - 

I.A Lakers 

w 

U 

Pgt 

Gh 

Detroit 

16 

4 

.800 2 1/2 

IS 

7 

.720 

- 

Cleveland 

14 

8 

.636 5 1/2 

Seattle 

16 

9 

.640 

2 

Atlanta 

13 

8 

.619 6 

Portland 

13 

10 

1565 

4 

Milwaukee 

12 

9 

.571 7 

LA Clippers 

9 

14 

391 

8 

Charlotte 

U 

10 

.545 7 1/2 

Sacramento 

8 

15 

.348 

9 

Indiana 

9 

11 

.450 9 1/2 

Golden State 

8 

15 

348 

9 

Toronto 

7 

15 

318 12 1/2 

Phoenix 

6 

15 

.286 

10 


NBA results 

Results of National Basketball Association games on 

Saturday 

Miami 

89 

Toronto 

88 

Atlanta 

106 

Philadelphia 

81 

New York 

89 

Denver 

82 

Cleveland 

101 

Minnesota 

93 

Chicago 

87 

Charlotte 

82 

San Antonio 106 

Dallas 

105 

Milwaukee 

101 

New Jersey 

91 

Utah 

101 

Orlando 

68 

Houston 

109 

Seattle 

100 

LA Clippers 106 

Sacramento 

94 


Over 70 fans detained ahead 
of World Gup qualifier 7 


BRUSSELS. Belgium (.AP) 
— Belgian police detained 
over 70 people Saturday for 
fighting and drunkenness 
before the start of a World 
Cup qualifier between Bel- 
gium and the Netherlands, 
officials said. 

In the worst incident, 30 
Dutchmen attacked local 
youths close to King Bau- 
douin Stadium. 

Police moved in quickly 
to make several arrests and 


no serious injuries were 
reported, police spokesman 
Michael Jonniaux said. 

One hour before the start 
of the 8 p.m. game, police 
had detained 58 Dutchmen 
and 13 Belgians. Almost all 
people who had been 
detained will be released 
after the match, with only a 
half dozen facing arrest* for 
possession of weapons such 
as knives, he said. 

"But so far everything is 


still under control." he said. 

The rivalry between the 
two neighbouring countries 
is mostly a friendly one 
with no political bad blood 
dividing the fans. In the 
past, incidents of hooligan- 
ism at Belgium- Nether- 
lunds games have been rare. 

Over 40.0LH) tans were 
expected to 11 II the sold-out 
stadium with many more io 
watch game in local 
saloons. 


London Madrid San Antonio Los Angeles Beirut Aspen Las Vegas San Francisco Phoenix Shanghai Beijing Hollywood Newport Beach San Diego Tijuana Guangzhou Kowloon Cabo San Lucas Puerto Vallarta 




AMMAN 

LOVE ALL SERVE ALL 


A worldwide hit 
rocks Amman. 
Opening Summer 1997. 


-r • » t i n Mianarfl Falk Boston New York Atlantic City Surfer's Paradise Sydney Myrtle Beach Atlanta Nashville Miami Cape Town Shenzhen Cancun Orlando St Thomas Key West Melbourne 
Washington Taipei losyo ran* 
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Jordan sent strong 


message to Israel, 


Muasher reports 


' Jordan is committed to peace 
and cannot condone actions 
undermining peace process' 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
on Sunday reiterated its 
total commitment to the 
Middle East peace process 
as a strategic principle and 
option and stressed that 
Jewish settlement on Arab 
lands pose the most serious 
danger to peace. 

Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher. speaking 
after a Cabinet session dur- 
ing which he reported on his 
visit last week to Israel to 
discuss the peace process 
with Israeli government 
leaders. 

“First we would like to 
emphasise that the govern- 
ment backs the peace 
process with all its power 
and all the Jordanian gov- 
ernment's efforts are steered 
towards giving it momen- 
tum because peace is a 
strategic option for Jordan 
and it is in the Kingdom's 
interest to adopt this stand." 
Dr. Muasher told repoters. 

“At the same time we 
have to warn against the 


danger posed to this process 
by any party that tends to 
act against it and whenever 
we feel that such act is a 
cause of retreat.” he added. 

His visit to Israel. Dr. 
Muasher said, aimed at 
underlining these two facts 
from the Jordanian point of 
view because “Jordan is 
keen on promoting peace 
and backs any effort that 
gives impetus to it” 

“We see that the (Jewish 
settlements in the occupied 
lands) pose the gravest dan- 
ger to the peace process. 
In this matter the Jordanian 
position was very clear to 
the Israeli government and 
the various Israeli public 
organisations which are 
concerned with this 
process.” the minister said. 

“The Kingdom considers 
settlements as posing a 
direct threat to the peace 
process in its entirety 
because they contravene 
the principle of exchanging 
land-for-peace, which is the 


basis of the peace process, 
and violate the principle of 
establishing a Palestinian 
state. The Israeli policies 
tend to revive the idea of a 
substitute homeland (for the 
Palestinians) and in the 
final analysis these settle- 
ments directly threaten 
Jordan,” he said. 

“Therefore any policy 
calling for expanding the 
settlements and the addi- 
tion of a single stone to the 
settlements will demolish 
peace which we are all 
striving to achieve,” Dr. 
Muasher added. 

Calling for collective 
efforts to make it clear to 
the Israeli government that 
its settlement policy threat- 
ens the peace process. Dr. 
Muasher said: “We appreci- 
ate the roles of Europe and 
die United States which 
have undertaken firm posi- 
tions against the Israeli pol- 
icy and we call on the two 


(Continued on page T) 


Water arrangement with Israel is 
on course despite delays — Kawar 


By Sa'eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 


AMMAN — The govern- 
ment regretted on Sunday 
that Jordan was not fully 
benefitting from its water 
rights regained from the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty but said the problem 
was infrastructure-related 
and not political. 

Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Samir Kawar said 
that appendix II of the peace 
treaty shows that Jordan 
restored its full rights of 
water but needs to build 
dams to benefit from the full 
rights. 

“Water talks are going in 
the right track," Mr. Kawar 
told the Lower House of 
Parliament. “Negotiations 
for die 50 million cubic 
metres of potable water 
might have been delayed for 
a year, but (the government) 
is exerting all efforts to 
secure this water for 
Jordan.” 

The minister was replying 
to a question raised by 
Islamic Action Front Deputy 
Abdul Rahim Ekour. who 
complained that the treaty's 
provisions regarding 
Jordan's water rights were 
ambiguous. 

Deputy Ekour said that 
Israel should provide at least 
50 million cubic metres 
from the River Jordan. 

Under the October 1994 
peace treaty, Israel agreed 
that Jordan would get 215 
million cubic metres of 
water under several specific 
arrangements. These includ- 
ed the pumping of water 
from Lake Tiberias through 
a pipeline, with varying 
quantities depending on sea- 


son and by building dams on 
the Yarmouk and Jordan 
rivers. 

Included in the arrange- 
ments is also a proposed 
water purification plant on 
the Israeli side of the border. 
Ionian is supposed to get 50 
million cubic metres of 
potable water from tire pro- 
posed plant. 

Jordan and Israel are seek- 
ing financing for the dams, 
and Israel is expected to 
come up with its own 
arrangement for the water 
purification plant. 

Referring to the expected 
water from the proposed 
plant Mr. Kawar said this 
amount of water will be used 
for drinking and wall be 
reduced to 40 million cubic 
metres after purification. 

But Jordan will not get the 
share of potable water until 
the plant has been built he 
pointed out 

The minister also said a 
study for the AJ Wahdah 
Dam (between Jordan and 
Syria) has not been finalised 
yet but would be ready in 
two to three months. 

Another dam that will 
store water from the 
Yarmouk River in the 
Karameh Dam reservoir will 
be finished in July, and will 
have an initial capacity of 
10 million cubic metres. 
The dam's capacity will be 
raised to 55 million cubic 
metres by 1998. 

Another IAF deputy. 
Mohammad Oweidah, also 
complained about the visit of 
Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher to Israel 
last week while “Zionist 
aggressions continue against 
our people." 

There was no answer from 


the government. 

Hamzeh Mansour, 

spokesperson of the 15- 
mernber IAF bloc, criticised 
the government’s internal 
policy and complained about 
what k 

he described as harrass- 
ment and delay of some 
Jordanians at the Queen Alia 
airport. Mr. Mansour was 
referring to some Jordanians 
who came back from Yemen 
this week on Royal 
Jordanian airlines. ' He said 
one of them was Farid Freij, 
member of the Mafraq 
municipal council. There 
was no comment from the 
government on Mr. 
Mansour ’s complaint. 

Independent Islamist 
Abdul Majeed Aqtash com- 
plained about the arrest of a 
Jordanian citizen, 

Mohammad Salwani, for 
two weeks without the 
authorities revealing the rea- 
son or place of his detention. 
Mr. Aqtash said, during the 
question-and-answer period, 
that the concerned authori- 
ties should inform Mr. 
Salwani’s family of his 
whereabouts to enable them 
appoint a lawyer. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti said the 
deputy had not informed 
him of the incident at the 
time it happened while the 
same deputy was in contact 
with him over other issues. 

“Probably the deputy 
wants only to show off in 
front of cameras and his col- 
leagues." the premier said. 

The deputy protested but 
he was not heard. 


Jordan, Qatar 


review 


cooperation 
in education 


AMMAN(Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim AI 
Kabariti on Sunday received 
Qatari Education Minister 
Mohammad Kafud and 
reviewed with him scope of 
cooperation in the field of 
education. 

Mr. Kabariti expressed 
Jordan's willingness to pro- 
vide Qatar with qualified 
Jordanian teachers and to 
welcome Qatari students in 
the Jordanian universities. 

Dr Kafud lauded 
Jordanian-Qatari relations, 
and stressed his country's 
genuine interest in benefiting 
from Jordanian educational 


Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti on Sunday holds talks with Qatari Education 
Minister Mohammad Kafud in a meeting attended by Minister of Higher Education 
Abdullah Ensour and Qatari Ambassador Naser Adbui Aziz Al Nasr (Petra photo; 

visit to the Kingdom as part assume the presidency of the 


expertise. 

The meeting was attended 
by Minister of Higher 
Education Abdullah Ensour 


and Minister of Education 
Munther Masri in addition to 
the Qatari ambassador to 
Jordan, Naser Adbui Aziz Ai 
Nasr. 

Also on Sunday. Mr 
Kabariti received a special 
Dutch envoy' who is on a 


of a regional tour to discuss 
preparations for a follow-up 
meeting on Euro- 
Mediterranean partnership 
scheduled for April. Hie 
meeting will be chaired by 
the Netherlands, which will 


European Union in January. 
Mr Kabariti .and the Duttfi 
official discussed political, 
economic, security, social 
and cultural dimensions of 
the Barcelona conference 
held this year. 


Businessmen seek inclusion of Jordanian 
input in U.S.-Palestinian free-trade status 


By Gbalia AiuJ 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jordanian 
businessmen on Sunday 
complained that Jordanian 
products are not granted the 
same special free-trade 
treatment the United States 
has offered to Palestinians. 
They demanded that 
Jordanian inputs in 
Palestinian products be con- 
sidered as Palestinian under 
the special status arrange- 
ments. 

This demand was made at 
a meeting between 
Jordanian businessmen and 
an American delegation rep- 
resenting different econom- 
ic sectors who discussed the 
U.S. free-trade status for 
Palestinian products in the 
U.S. 

The U.S. participants said 
that the new trade initiative 
will bring about economic 
development in the region 
as well as provide new eco- 
nomic opportunities for the 
Palestinian people. 

During the meeting, 
which was organised by the 
Jordan Trade Association 
(JTA) in cooperation with 
the Jordan Businessmen 
Association (JBA), a White 
House statement and a set 
of questions and answers 
clarifying the concept of the 


special trade status were 
distributed. 

However, some of the 
main issues reflecting 
Jordanian businessmen's 
concerns were not made 
clear. 

The special status for 
Palestinian products took 
effect as of Nov. 21. 

It grants duty-free status 
to all kinds of products from 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, provided that these 
products meet a set of rules 
of origin requirements. 
U.S. exports to the territo- 
ries also enjoy the same 
treatment 

Palestinian exports to the 
U.S. should have 35 per 
cent input from the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip to 
qualify for the special sta- 
tus. In addition, the final 
product must be directly 
sent to the United States. 

The arrangement is identi- 
cal to that accorded to 
Israeli products under a 
U.S. -Israel trade agreement. 

The head of the U.S. dele- 
gation, Anthony Rock, 
described the status given to 
the Palestinians as an 
unprecedented gesture by 
U.S. President Bill Clinton. 

He added that it aims at 
providing new employment 
opportunities for 

Palestinians outside Israel, 


strengthening trade ties 
among the west Bank, the 
Gaza Strip and the United 
States and attracting further 
investment as well as 
achieving sustainable eco- 
nomic growth. 

But Jordanian business- 
men were sceptical that 
Jordan will benefit from this 
special trade status as their 
products, unlike the Israeli 
ones, will not be welcomed 
within the 35 per cent rule. 

JTA Chairman Bassam 
Saket urged that Jordanian 
inputs be- considered as 
Palestinian within the 35 
per cent rule and thus 
receive the same treatment 
when the product enters the 
U.S. market. 

“If the aim (of this special 
trade s tarns) was to 
strengthen the concept of 
peace among countries of 
the region and create an 
independent economy, we 
as exporters seek an oppor- 
tunity to deal with the 
Palestinian economy." he 
told reporters after the 
meeting. 

Dr. Saket added that the 
special free-trade decision, 
“which had many gaps," did 
not take into account the 
economies of the countries 
which signed peace with 
Israel. 

A Jordanian businessman 


echoed many of his col- 
leagues' worries that neither 
Jordan nor Palestine will 
benefit from this special 
trade status and asserted 
that this status was meant to 
appease the Israeli industry 
by making it more competi- 
tive at the expense of 
Palestinian industry. 

Mr. Rock said it was the 
first step where the main 
focus now was on the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, 
adding that this status 
would make Palestinian 
products more competitive 
and the economy more 
viable. 

“The focus of this procla- 
mation was primarily on 
developing the economic 
viability of and investment 
into the West Bank and 
Gaza,” Mr. Rock said, who 
added that this is also a step 
towards stability in the 
region. 

The list of questions and 
answers said that “the con- 
cept of duty-free status for 
products of the region also 
included products of border 
areas between Israel and 
Egypt, and Israel and 
Jordan, in an effort to reaf- 
firm the importance of fos- 
tering economic develop- 
ment and investment in the 


(Cotinued on page 7 ) 


PNA court sentences 2 Hamas militants to death 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
A Palestinian court on 
Sunday sentenced to death 
two policemen belonging to 
the hardline Hamas group 
after they were convicted of 
murdering a policeman and 
a civilian, their lawyer said. 

Khalil Hamed AI Sakani. 
24, and Hatem Abu Wadi, 
21. from Jabaliya in the 
Gaza Strip, were given the 
death penalty by a military 
court in Gaza City, said 
Nazem Aoueiba. 

He said the two men had 
15 days to appeal the sen- 
tence. 

Mr. Aoueiba said the two 
policemen were found 
guilty of killing policeman 
Akrara Ahmad on July 15, 
1995, in order to steal his 
gun. 

They were also convicted 
of taking part in the murder 
of Abdullah Al Danaf on 
Oct. 12 last year, he added. 

Danaf was killed by mis- 
take and the gunmen were 
thought to be targetting his 
brother Mohammed Al 


Danaf who is a senior 
Palestinian security official. 

A third man, 18-year-old 
Abdul Latif Al Ashkar, was 
sentenced to 20 years in 
prison for the same 
offences, said Mr. Aoueiba. 
adding that the youth was 
spared the death penalty 
because he was under 18 
when the crimes were com- 
mitted. 

All three were accused by 
the court of being part of a 
commando group of 
Hamas' military wing 
Izzedine Al Qassani. 

The death penalty has 
never been carried out by 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) since the 
self-rule authority was set 
up in 1994. although the 
courts have handed out the 
sentence on several occa- 
sions. 

PNA: No extradition 


A Palestinian security 
official said Sunday the 
PNA will not extradite sus- 
pects to Israel in last week's 


slaying of two Jewish set- 
tlers. 

"We will never hand over 
anyone to the Israelis. We 
have our own courts and 
process,” Colonel Jibril 
Rajoub, head of Palestinian 
preventive security in the 
West Bank, told the 
Associated Press. 

“We will prosecute those 
responsible. We have done 
this in the past, and we have 
been successful." 

Israel has demanded that 
the Palestinians find and 
hand over the attackers in 
last Wednesday's drive-by 
shooting in the West Bank. 
— that killed two settlers 
The assailants fled into 
Palestinian-controlled town 
of Ramallah. 

The PNA has arrested 
dozens of members of the 
Popular From for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) , a Syrian-based 
Palestinian opposition 
group that claimed respon- 
sibility for the shootings. 
The PFLP opposes the 


peace 


Israel-Palestinian 
agreement. 

Palestinian security ser- 
vices are expected to turn 
over to Israel mug shots of 
the PFLP suspects in 
Palestinian custody, for pos- 
sible identification by the 
attack survivors. 

“The aim of submitting 
photos is for a possible 
identification by those who 
were attacked. It does not 
mean we are handing over 
those suspects," Col. 
Rajoub said. “It is the 
Palestinian security who has 
carried out the searches, 
arrests, investigations and 
interrogations — so we are 
the ones who will complete 
the process." 

The Israeli government 
says the Israel i-Palestinian 
peace agreements require 
the Palestinians to extradite 
the attackers. But the agree- 
ments say extraditions can 
be delayed if the suspects to 
be extradited are in custody 
or serving a prison sentence. 


King opens conference of Arab political parties in Amman today 


By Sa'eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein will today 
open the first pan- Arab 
political parties gathering 
that is aimed at invigorat- 
ing joint Arab action in all 
crucial Arab issues, organis- 
ers said. 

Representatives of at least 
forty political parties from 
all over the Arab World in 
addition to 20 other parties 
from Jordan are expected to 
attend the three-day confer- 
ence. The gathering, organ- 
ised by the centrist Al 
Mustaqbal Party, will tackle 
three main issues: Joint 


Arab action, pluralism and 
freedom of expression in the 
Arab World, as well as the 
present status of political 
parties and ways of enhanc- 
ing their role. 

According to Abdul Aziz 
Al Sayyed, coordinator of 
the conference, organisers 
hope the participants will 
agree on the establishment 
of a general secretariat 
which would coordinate 
Arab political parties' 
stands vis-a-vis Arab 
issues. 

“The gathering will not 
save the (Arab; Nation from 
its miseries and from the 
catastrophes and disasters 


that had hit the region over 
the past decades," Mr. 
Sayyed told the Jordan 
Times Sunday. “But we 
expect it will lay the foun- 
dation stone for joint Arab 
action.” 

The organisers said the 
conference will cost only 
JD35.000 and is self-funded 
by members and friends of 
AJ Mustaqbal Party. 
Donations from outside par- 
ties were not accepted, 
according to Mr. Sayyed. 

Delegates to the meeting 
are representatives of “oper- 
ating and legal" political 
groups in their respective 
countries. Mr. Sayyed said 


that the underground politi- 
cal parties operating in 
many countries where polit- 
ical pluralism is not recog- 
nised were not invited to 
avoid friction. 

“We cannot assign our- 
selves as judges (to whether 
this or that illegal political 
party should be invited or 
noO,” he said. “It is a very 
difficult process. We hope, 
however, that the confer- 
ence will be held on a regu- 
lar basis and will be expand- 
ed to include all. For the 
time being, we only want 
the idea of grouping all par- 
ties together to materialise.” 

Mr. Sayyed said the prime 


minister. Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. gave approval 
for the holding of the con- 
ference in two days after he 
was approached to approve 
it. 

Following is a provisional 
list of the parties expected 
to attend: 

Lebanon: The Peoples 
Leagues and Committees 
Coalition. Al 

Kata’eb(FaJangist) Party 
and the Syrian National 
Socialist Party. 

Egypt: The National 

Democratic Coalition 
Party, the Liberal Party, the 
Nasserite Arab Democratic 
Patty and the National 


Democratic Party. 

Yemen: The Arab 

Socialist Baath Party. 

Iraq: The Arab Socialist 
Baath Party 

Libya: The Revolutionary 
Brotherhood Movement. 

Syria: The Arab Socialist 
Baath Party, the Socialist 
Arab Union Party, -the 
Syrian Communist Party, 
the Socialist Democratic 
Unionist Party, the Socialist 
Unionist Party and the Arab 
Socialist Movement. 

Morocco: Al Istiklal, the 
Constitutional Union, the 
National Liberal Coalition, 
and the Progress and 
Socialist Party, 


Tunis: Socialist 

Democratic Party and the 
Unionist Democratic Party. 

Algeria: National 

Liberation Front and the 
Algerian Revivalist (Tajdid) 
Party. 

Palestine: Fateh, Hamas, 
the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP;. and the 
Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
Al Sha’b, and 

rlDA. 

Also participating in the 
conference will be a repre- 
sentative of the Arab 
Agricultural Engineers 
Association. 


Deal for wheels 
targets the affluent 


CHICAGO <£) — A 

Chic3go-area car dealer- 
ship has his-and-bers 
Christmas gifts for the 
upwardly mobile. Steve 
Foley Rolls-Royce in sub- 
urban Northbrook, Illinois, 
began offering an opulent 
black-and-burgundy Rolls- 
Royce Silver Spur and a 
burgundy Bentley 

Brooklands for a package 
price of $315,000. The 
budget-minded should note- 
that this represents a sav- 
ings of nearly $15,000. The 
automobiles’ new owners 
will find themselves sur- 
rounded by exotic wood 
and leather, with built-in 
cellular phones on which to J j 
call their country club or “ " 
stockbroker. "We build our 
cars to the best level we 
can and then put a price on 
them," said Vernon Smith, 
a sales executive at the 
dealership, adding a couple 
had arranged to drop by for 
a look. Last year the deal- 
ership sold a pair of 
Christmas Bentleys for 
$595,000. 


Russia's •Nessie’ 
frightens villagers 


BENYOK. Russia (Rj — 
Near the bottom of Lake 
Brosno. or perhaps deep in 
the recesses of man's imag- 
ination. a monster of huge 
proportions lurks. The evi- 
dence. much like that of 
Scotland’s Loch Ness mon- . 
ster, is based on a single 
photograph and a few 
alleged sightings. The pic- 
ture shows a panoramic 
view of Lake Brosno with 
an object floating in the 
foreground. As with the 
Scottish “Nessie," it is not 
clear whether the object is 
a large log — or something 
more ominous from the 
deep. “I’m afraid,” said one 
elderly woman. Varya, who 
lives in the small lakeside 
village of Benyok about 
400 kilometres northwest 
of Moscow. “I do not feel 
comfortable staying in this 
place. The monster could 
crawl into my house any 
day." Tanya. another 
grandmotherly type who 
believes the creature hides 
from humans near the lake 
bottom, said. “I saw a bead, 
like a fish — and big.” She 
sketched a snake-like taead^j 
rising from the water with a 
large eye on the side. 
Tourists from Moscow 
camping near the lake 
added to the legend by tak- 
ing a photograph after their 
seven-year-old son shouted 
out that he had seen a drag- 
on monster. 


Chinese denied 
Taiwan awards 


* 


TAIPEI (AFP) — “In the 
heat of the sun," by main- 
land China director Jiang 
Wen. scooped six Golden 
Hope Prizes in the 
Chinese-speaking movie 
industry's top awards. But 
a boycott ordered by the 
Beijing authorities stopped'” 
Jiang from going to Taiwan 
to collect his Golden Horse 
for best director and Xia Yu 
to collect her award as best 
actress. Organisers allowed 
mainland Chinese movies 
to enter for the first time in 
2*3 years of the awards, but 
Beijing, which has consid- 
ered Taiwan a renegade 
province since the end of 
the Chinese civil war. in 
J949. stopped eight 
Chinese- made movies 

being considered. 


Eastwood turns 
father — for 
fifth time 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Actor Clint Eastwood is 
father for the fifth tini 
with the birth of a little gt 
35 yet unnamed, wi 
arrived Thursda 

Eastwood, 66, and his wi 
Dina Ruiz, 31. were ma 
ried last March 31 in D 
Vegas. Nevada, 
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